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FIRE-PROOF DOCKS —THE MORAL OF A GREAT 
CALAMITY. 

The tragedy of June 30 has taught us that we may 
no longer associate ideas of absolute security with 
the wharves and piers at which shipping loads and 
unloads in the interim between its various deep sea 
voyages Three costly steamers, four large piers, 
and a pitiful death roll of over three hundred souls 
sent to swift destruction, is a record that may 
well shake our confidence in the safety of the system 
of dock construction now in vogue in the port of New 
York. It would be the blindest folly, and would be- 
token a criminal indifference to the value of human 
life, to ignore the obvious lesson of this disaster, which 
teaches us that wooden docks and pier sheds of the 
kind that were consumed like tinder around the im: 
prisoned unfortunates have no lawful place among.the 
buildings of a great metropolitan city. 

There is a certain sense in which it is fortunate that 
the disaster was as great as it was. Had it been less, 
we night have settled down into the old methods of 
construction, and continued to build piers and sheds 
that are a positive disgrace to the capital city of the 
New World. As it is, the devouring fire did its work so 
completely and with such portentous suggestion of 
what might have happened, had the calamity taken 
place an hour or two earlier, when one of the trans- 
Atlantic ships was just setting out on her voyage, to 
the usual accompaniment of crowded docks and 
crowded decks—that only one result seems possible, 
and this is, that steps will forthwith be taken ab- 
solutely to prohibit for the future the construction of 
wooden piers and pier sheds. 

One of two things will occur, either the horror of 
that Saturday afternoon will pass only too swiftly out 
of the public mind and our wharves will continue to 
invite another holocaust whenever a steamer loads 
and unloads at this port, or we shall accept and put at 
once into practice the imperative lesson that has been 
taught us. 

To be sure, it is out of the question to advocate the 
wholesale pulling down of the existing docks and their 
rebuilding with concrete or masonry. On the’ other 
hand, laws should certainly be passed regulating the 
construction of all future docks, and specifying that 
they shall be as secure as the latest methods of fire- 
proofing can make them. At present there are scores 
of wharves and sheds that are eminently qualified, not 
to retard, but to assist the spread of fire. Standing 
upon piles which allow a free draught of air to pass 
beneath and up through a burning strueture—con- 
structed with wooden floors, wooden posts and fram- 
ing, and wooden roof-trusses—with dust lying thick in 
every cornerand on every beam and rafter—with floors 
that are frequently oil-soaked and strewn with com- 
bustible fragments worn off from the floors themselves, 
and torn from the goods in transit—these huge tunnel- 
like piers and sheds, reaching, as they do, anywhere 
froin 600 to 800 feet into the river, without a'single par- 
tition to stay the sweep of the hot gases and flying 
débris of a fire, seem to possess every element that 
could conduce to just such a prairie-like rush of ‘fire as 
occurred in the recent disaster. 

Qf course, the piers are not all equally perilous, 
the new dacks occupied by the White Star and Cunard 
Lines on the New York side, and one, at least, of the 
destroyed docks of the North German Lloyd Company, 
were of greatly superior construction to the many 
fire-traps along the water front which only await an 
opportunity to repeat the Hoboken disaster. Never- 
theless, it is a fact that’ with the exception of the 
two masonry docks at the Battery, there is not a 
pier in the harbor that can be called strictly 
fireproof. 

Why is it, we ask, that with all the care and expense 
which have been lavished in producing fireproof build- 
ings on shore, we have practically made no effort to 
apply fireproofing to our docks? The North German 
Lloyd calamity has proved, surely, that the call for 
fireproofing is as urgent, nay, more urgent, for wharves 
and piers, crowded as they are at steamer sailings, than 
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it is in the less densely populated buildings on shore. 
If the cost of masonry construction is considered to 
be prohibitive, it is surely not too much to ask that all 
timber used shall be thoroughly fireproofed ; and, in- 
deed, in view of the comparatively small difference 
in cost between a timber and a steel pier-shed, it 
would be no great hardship to insist that all future 
sheds shall be steel-framed, and sheathed with corru- 
gated iron. 

Another important lesson of the fire is the necessity 
of organizing a separate river fire department, whose 
plant, organization and training shall be specially 
qualified to cope with fires of this kind. Without in 
any way detracting from the excellent work done by 
the fireboats and the various tugs on that fatal after- 
noon, it cannot be denied that a thorougly organized 
floating fire department would have done more in the 
way of saving life and the salvage of ships than was 
accomplished by the well-meant but disorganized 
efforts of the river tugboats. A special department of 
this kind should have a half dozen fireboats for every 
one that the city now possesses. 

A further lesson is suggested by the fate which over- 
took the unfortunates imprisoned within the steamer 
‘*Saale,” whose lives might have been saved had the 
portholes been a few inches larger. It is true that the 
latest steamships (the ‘‘Saale” was built in 1886) have 
larger portholes than were found in this vessel, and 
only a’slight increase in diameter would be necessary 
to allow egress from a burning or sinking ship. 
The modern steamship carries a towering mass 
of upper works, the whole of which, because of its 
open construction, is liable, if ignited in a strong breeze 
to be rapidly converted into a sea of fire—as actually 
happenéd in the ease of the burned ships. With these 
upper works on fire, escape by hatchways and stairways 
is impossible, and the only means of exit is by the 
portholes, coal-ports and gangways. 

We are aware that sudden disasters are liable to 
provoke a hasty condemnation of existing condi- 
tions and a demand for the most extreme and im- 
possible preventive measures. ° If any of our readers 
are disposed to consider our suggestions as being of 
this class, we ask them calmly to consider what would 
have been the loss of life had the Hoboken fire started 
say five minutes before a departure of the ‘‘ Kaiser 
Wilhelm der Grosse,” when possibly from two to three 
thousand souls would be crowded on the ship, the 
gangways and the piers? 
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AN IMPROVEMENT IN RADIOGRAPHY. 


In a paper lately presented to the Académie des 
Sciences, Dr. T. H. Guilloz describes a series of experi- 
ments which he has recently made which show the re- 
markable diffusion of the X-rays by the surrounding 
objects, and the importance of this action in radiogra- 
phie work. It is, in fact, difficult to ‘obtain a good 
radiograph of the thicker pértioiis of the badly which 
will have’a ‘good contrast, and the plates thiis obtained 


generally show’ more’or" less fog: in the development. 


This cannot be explained by a pure and simple absorp- 
tion of the rays ;“it has been supposed by some that the 


‘action’ was due to the diffasion of the rays by the air, 
‘but this” is, in fact, so small as to’ be entirely negligi- 


ble’ in’ practical ‘work, and ‘could ‘not produce the 
effect’ observed. After’ a: niitnber of experiments Dr. 
Guilloz seems to have established" the fact that this 
action is due to the diffusion of the rays by the sur- 
rounding objects, such as the supports, containing ap- 
paratus, walls of the roomand tissues of the subject, 
and in’some casés'‘by the body of the operator. 

The following experiment shows how strongly worked 
is this secondary action or diffusion of the rays, The 


vacuum tube emitting the rays is placed above a large: 


plate of lead about one meter square and two milli- 
meters thick. The plate has a rectangular opening in 
the center, 4 by 10 centimeters, which allows the rays 
to pass. In order to havea region which is entirely 
shielded from the action of the rays passing through 
the opening, a steel plate, 15 millimeters thick, is placed 
over the lead plate, having one side in line with the 
side of the opening. The region below the steel plate 
is thus entirely protected from the action of the rays 
which proceed directly from the source, this being veri- 
fied by using a fluorescent screen of platinocyanide of 


barium, and it was found that it was impossible to ob- 


tain a silhouette of the hand or other object when 
placed against it. If now an attendant covers with 
his hand the opening through which the rays pass, or 
if the hand is placed in the path of the rays near the 
opening, the silhouette of the hand appears on the 
fluorescent screen. In fact, it is only necessary to place 
an object in the path of the rays, at any point where 
it may be viewed from the screen, to cause an illumi- 
nation of the latter. It seems, therefore, that in 
taking a radiograph of athick part of the body, sec- 
ondary or reflected rays are produced, not only at the 
surface of the body, but throughout its whole thick- 
ness, and the experimenter shows several radiographic 
plates which he has obtained by an exposure of two 
minutes under the action of the rays diffused by the 
body. 
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The negatives were obtained by placing a photo- 
graphic plate in the position previously occupied by the 
fluorescent screen ; the plate was wrapped with black 
paper, and one-half of itcovered with tinfoil. An ex- 
posure of two minutes was made, placing before the 
uncovered half of the plate a pocketbook, the fingers, 
etc., this being done after all objects were carefully re- 
moved from the path of the rays. The tinfoil was 
then transferred to the other half of the plate anda 
second exposure made, while an attendant covered the 
opening with his hand. Upon development, the plate 
showed on the first half asecarcely perceptible image, 
this being, no doubt, due to a slight diffusion from 
surrounding objects ; the other half, on the contrary, 
showed a vigoréus impression, caused by the rays dif- 
fused from the hand. The experimenter lays stress on 
the fact that in taking a radiograph the operator 
should consider all the surrounding objects as capable 
of diffusing the rays, which strike the plate and produce 
a fog, especially with longexposure. In the case of 
those parts of the body which have but little thick- 
ness, this action may not be very perceptible, but for 
the trunk of the body, for instance, where a long ex- 
posure is necessary, these secondary rays play an im- 
portant part, and the surrounding objects may give 
off rays which have the same order of intensity as 
those which have passed through the body. The best 
method of avoiding this action is probably to surround 
the subject by a lead plate which follows the contours 
of the part in question ; a metal diaphragm may be 
used to advantage in front of the tube. 
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CURIOUS CHEMICAL COMPOUND. 


M. Maurice Francois has succeeded in producing a 
compound which has been hitherto looked upon as 
somewhat hypothetical, namely, the iodide of dimer- 
curammonium. He has recently undertaken a series 
of experiments in which he forms this body in the 
amorphous and.alsoin the crystalline form. The only 
previous work in connection with this body is that car- 
ried on by Weyl, who claiins to have obtained the 
anhydrous iodide by treating, under pressure, mercuric 
iodide by liquefied ammonia; he considered it a very 
unstable body, and, in fact, scarcely to be perceived in 
the reaction. This body has been considered as taking 
the hydrated form, and its formula has been given as 
Hg:NI, H:0, or else, by considering that the oxygen 
enters into its constitution, the formula is written : 

HOHg\ 

Hg=N-I 

H / 
in which H O Hg isconsidered as a monatomic group. 
The experimenter states in a communication made to 
the Académie des Sciences, that his observation of the 
body leads him to conclude that it is always anhydrous 
and that it corresponds to the formula Hg:NI. As he 
produces it, it appears to be a very stable body, taking 
the amorphous or the “erystalline form, according to 
the process of preparation. 

After some preliminary work, he finds that the amor- 
phous form is best prépared ‘by the following process : 
30 grammes of mercuric’ *iddide are carefully mixed in a 


‘glass mortar‘with 30 é. c. ammonia (D = 928), and the 


soft paste thus formed is transferred to a flask con- 
taining emery. It is left to ‘stand’ for twenty-four 
hours, and at the end of that time the white mass is 
placed in a mortar and 90 ¢. c. of a soda solution of 25 
per cent strength is added. It is well mixed and left 
under a bell-jar for five days, the mass being stirred 
from time to time.’ ‘The clear liquid is then poured 
into a funnel whose neck is stopped with cotton, the 
remainder is added and the whole filtered. The mat- 
ter is then mixed in the mortar with 90 c. c. soda solu- 
tion, and left as before for five days, after which it is 
again filtered. It is treated a third time in the mortar 
by the same quantity of soda solution and then placed 
in a porcelain dish and heated for two hours in a 


‘water bath kept at ‘the boiling point. It is then washed 


by decantation and dried at 50° C. One thus obtains 
18 grammes of the iodide of dimercurammonium, which 
gives by analysis nearly the theoretica! values corre- 
sponding to the formula Hg.NI. 

To produce the crystalline form of iodide, which the 
experimenter now obtains for the first time, its forma- 
tion must be carried on very slowly, in which case the 
crystals are deposited. The experiment is carried out 
as follows: 10 grammes of mercuric iodide are mixed 
in a mortar with 50 ¢. c. of ammonia and left to stand 
for eight days, it being agitated once or twice a day. 
The liquid is filtered and is mixed in a dry flask with 
two volumes of ammonia. In this case there is pro- 
duced, after 24 to 48 hours, a deposit of small crystals, 
which appear almost black. This deposit increases 
during ten days or more. The crystals are collected 
on a filter, and after drying in air they are washed 
with ether. The weight of crystals given with, the 
above proportions is about 0°8 gramme. The iodide 
thus obtained in the crystalline form has a dark purple 
color when viewed in the mass; the erystals observed 
under the microscone are a dark reddish brown when 
seen by transmitted light. They are very well formed, 
with faces and angles of a remarkable clearness 
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TWENTIETH CENTURY ENERGY. 
BY ALTON D. ADAMS. 

Beyond doubt coal exerts the widest and most im- 
portant influence on humanity. Coal constructs and 
drives the steamship, locomotive and electric car, 
lights the gas flame and the electric lamp, turns the 
wheels of industry, and makes habitable the factory, 
the office and the home. It brings to us a great store 
of energy from the sunshine of former ages. Un- 
fortunately, our methods of using this product of 
Nature’s laboratory are so wasteful that the greater 
part of the stored energy escapes without performing 
any useful work. The supply of coal is limited, how 
limited we do not know; but a just regard for people 
yet co be, bids us use with reasonable care this sub- 
stance, for which science has thus far discovered no 
substitute. 

The losses that occur in the application of the energy 
of coal to our purposes, result partly from a direct 
escape of heat during the process of combustion, but 
often to a greater degree when the heat is changed to 
motion, electricity, orlight. In house stoves, furnaces, 
hot water and steam heaters it is variously estimated 
that from one-half to three-fourths of the energy of 
the coal burned escapes with the flue gases. The 
steam boilers of large power plants are more efficient 
than domestic heating devices; and the chimneys of 
such plants usually receive from one-fifth to one-third 
of the energy of the coal put into their furnaces. In 
the very general use of steam for the production of me- 
chanical motion, much energy is lost. The steam con- 
tains from one-half to three-fourths of the heat de- 
veloped by the combustion of the coal used ; but the 
steam engine is able to deliver as mechanical power 
only from five to fifteen hundredths of the coal’s 
energy. The generation of electricity on a commercial 
scale is at present entirely dependent on mechanical 
power, and the dynamo is a very efficient machine, de- 
livering usually in the form of electric current as much 
as nine-tenths of the energy supplied to it. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the steam engine has been the only 
prime mover available for the general operation of 
dynamos, and the electricity delivered has been seldom 
more than one-tenth of the energy of the coal burned. 

The production of gas from coal isa process of rather 
low efficiency. What is known as coal-gas contains 
about one-fourth of the heating power of thecoal from 
which it is generated ; but along with the gas, coke is 
produced to the amount of five or six-tenths of the 
coal’s total heating capacity. Where the coke can be 
used or sold to advantage, therefore, the gas and coke 
together are a fairly efficient product. Nowadays 
water-gas is largely displacing coal-gas, because its 
production is cheaper. This water-gas has from five 
to six-tenths of the energy in the coal consumed for its 
output ; but there is no cokeremainingto raise the total 
efficiency. Coal-gas is suitable for either light, heat or 
power production, without additions of other sub- 
stances, but water-gas is available for heat and power 
only when treated with heavy mineral oils. 

The gas engine, whose development has now reached 
a stage that renders it of great importance as a prime 
mover, shows a marked improvement over the steam- 
enginein the matter of efficiency. For example, the 
best steam-engines deliver in mechanical work only 
about fourteen-hundredths of the heat energy in the 
steam entering them, while fair gas-engines convert 
into motion two-tenths of the heat energy of the gas 
they consume. This higher efficiency of the gas-engine 
is more than offset, for plants of fairly large size, not 
only by the difference in contained energy between 
coal and the coal gas or water gas it produces, but es- 
pecially by the prices at which these gases are com- 
monly sold. At one dollar per thousand feet, coal 
or water gas costs as much for power production as 
would coal at fourteen dollars per ton in a good steam 
plant. In small steam-power plants the consumption 
of coal is relatively very large, and this, together with 
the small amount of labor necessary for the care of a 
gas-engine, gives the latter a place where only a little 
power is wanted, in spite of the high price of fuel in 
the gaseous form. 

For general heating purposes, coal and water gas 
make a poorer showing than coal. At one dollar per 
thousand feet, the cost fora given quantity of contained 
heat is about equal to that of good coal at forty dollars 
per ton. As more than one-half of the heat energy of 
coal usually escapes up the chimney, in house heating, 
and as there isa smaller loss of heat in this way when 
gas is the fuel, the probable cost of general gas heat is 
that of coal at from thirty to twenty dollars per ton, 
when gas costs one dollar per thousand feet. For 
many special purposes, where a small amount of 
heat is wanted during ashort time, gas is, no doubt, 
the cheaper fuel, because it can maintain a very small 
fire, which can be started or extinguished immediately. 

For a given illumination, the amounts of energy 
consumed at the lamp differ greatly between gas and 
electric service. The ordinary gas flame consumes 
about. sixteen times as much energy to produce the 
same amount of light as does an incandescent electric 
lamp, and abont sixty times as much as produces an 
equal illumination in the electric are. In spite of the 
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low efficiency of the gas-engine, when coupled to a 
dynamo, the gas used to drive it for the production of 
electricity yields three times as much light in incan- 
descent lamps and about eleven times as much in are 
lamps as would the same amount of gas give off if 
burned directly at gas jets. The electric heater is one 
of the very few devices for the transformation of 
energy that havea perfect efficiency, in that it sends 
out as heat the equivalent of all the electricity con- 
sumed by it. Notwithstanding this perfect efficiency, 
it can never play an important part in general heat- 
ing, so long as the production of electricity depends 
upon heat-driven prime movers of low efficiency. But 
little more than one-tenth the energy of coal can be 
delivered to the electric heater, while coal-gas brings 
one-quarter and water-gas about one-half to the gas 
stove. While the gas-heater is not as efficient, consider- 
ing the losses by imperfect combustion and escape of 
heat through the chimney, as the electric type, it still 
renders useful a much larger part of the heat-energy 
of coal. All of the conditions and operations that 
require heat, mechanical energy, electricity and light 
thus rest on coal for their production. Heat-energy 
froin coal is more economically applied to power pro- 
duction, and in many cases to heating purposes, 
through the medium of gas, but coal. and water gas 
contain so small a part of the energy in coal, and are 
sold at such prices that their advantages over steam 
at the engine, or over coal at the heater, are largely 
vitiated. Electricity shows great economy over gas for 
illumination ; it is much cheaper for a given amount 
of light to use gas in the gas-engine to drive a dynamo 
and thus supply electric lamps. , 

A gas produced at a moderate cost, and charged 
with nearly all the heat-energy from its coal, would 
mnaterially’ reduce the coal consumption and cost of 
heating, power production, and electric lighting. In- 
vestigations looking to the cheap production of sucha 
gas have for some years been in progress, and at recent 
dates the desired results have been obtained in both 
Europe and America. This comparatively new pro- 
duct, known as ‘‘ producer” or fuel-gas, contains fully 
eight-tenths of the heat energy of the coal from which 
it is made, and, moreover, this coal may be of the 
cheapest grade. This producer gas can be economi- 
cally made in even small amounts, such as might be re- 
quired for a private power or heating plant. It is also 
adapted for distribution on an extensive scale. The 
expense of the plant for the production of fuel-gas is 
moderate, being about the same for a small equipment 
as that of a first-class steam-boiler plant of equivalent 
power capacity. As the gas-producer shows an effi- 
ciency that is rarely reached in actual practice by the 
steam-boiler, and as the gas-engine requires only about 
two-thirds of the heat-energy in gas that the steam-en- 
gine does of steam for a given amount of mechanical 
work, a power plant or factory can save at least one- 
third of the coal necessary in a steam-plant by the use 
of a producer and gas-engine. Moreover, the gas- 
plant is at a decided advantage as to its ability to be- 
gin power production at the maximum rate or stop en- 
tirely, on a minute’s notice, which cannot be done 
with the steam boiler and engine. In plants for the 
supply of electric energy to the public, for which the 
fuel consumed is a very important item, the properties 
of the gas producer and engine make them of especial 
value, and their use in electric stations should reduce 
the price for electric current. In large, private heat- 
ing-plants, the gas-producer effects a saving over the 
ordinary steam or hot water equipment, though the 
gain is not so marked as where power is required. 
When used in a large plant for general heating, the 
producer-gas will be burned in a suitable steam or hot- 
water heater, and the saving will result largely from 
the cheap grade of coal used. The low heating power 
of coal and water gases, compared with the energy of 
their coals, the expensive plants necessary for the pro- 
duction of these gases, and their preparation for pur- 
poses of illumination, have all tended to make their 
general use for heating purposes impracticable. Pro- 
ducer or fuel gas, containing four-fifths of the energy 
from the cheapest grades of coal, instead of only one- 
quarter to one-half of the heating power froin the 
more expensive grades, as do the illuminating gases, is 
available for the general supply of heat in towns ‘and 
cities, at a rate comparing favorably with coal. 

One ton of anthracite buckwheat coal in the gas 
producer yields on the average from 160,000 to 170,000 
cubic feet of gas, which contains fully-eight-tenths of 
the heating power -of the coal. The total cost of 
manufacture for this gas on a large scale is certainly 
not more than three cents per thousand feet ; doubling 
this amount to cover distribution, charges and profit 
would give the fuel-gas a selling price of six cents per 
thousand feet. Fuel-gas has about one-fifth of the 
heating energy per cubic foot that is contained by the 
coal and water gases, and at six cents per thousand 
cubic feet would be equivalant in cost of heating ca- 
pacity to either of these yases at thirty cents per thou- 
sand feet or to coal at about twelve dollars per ton. 
Gas in house-heaters will give from two to three times 
as much of its contained heat-energy in useful effect as 
coal commonly gives and would really equal coal at from 
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four to six dollars per ton at the rate mentioned. The 
great economy of fuel to be effected by the reduction 
of coal to gas before its general use for heat and power, 
and the substitution of glow lamps for the open flame, 
seem certain to make gas and electricity the forms 
of energy which will prevail in the twentieth century. 


— rt 0 


PARIS EXPOSITION NOTES. 

Contracts for the dismantling and razing of the Paris 
Exposition buildings have been signed, and the job 
has been given toa Chicago firm which tore down the 
buildings after the Columbian Exposition, and also 
those at the Omaha Exposition. The contract for the 
work was signed the day the Paris Exposition opened. 
Lumber is very dear in France, and there will be 7%5,- 
000,000 feet available after the close of the Exposition. 


An interesting collection of weapons is to be seen in 
the building devoted to forestry and chase. A number 
of cases contain weapons sent by the Czar and those 
which belonged to Prince Eugene, lent by the Duke of 
Leuchtenberg. A gun which belonged to the Czar 
Paul I. is to be seen, and the sword which Napoleon 
wore at Tilsit, and which he presented to the Emperor 
Alexander. A number of pistols of different kinds and 
fowling pieces which belonged to the Princess Eliza- 
beth, alsoa pistol belonging to Henri III. of France, are 
shown. The Imperial Treasury of Moscow has loaned 
a sword which was given by the City of Paris in 1814 
to General Osten-Sacken, who was governor at 
that time. Prince-Lwoff has loaned a sword which 
was worn by the Emperor Napoleon, bearing the date 
1806 ; itis richly ornamented. The arms of the Prince 
Eugene de Beauhamais are shown, among which is a 
sword worn while Viceroy of Italy and another worn 
as Prince of France. The cross-bow which belonged 
to the Queen Marie de Leczinska has a barrel in steel, 
damascened and inlaid with gold. Among other ob- 
jects are a single-barreled gun of the time of Louis 
XV., and a number of gems and pistols of the eighteenth 
century, besides a collection of sabers and swords dat- 
ing from 1791 to the present time. 


The nuwber of entries to the Exposition has been 
steadily increasing ever since the official opening, but 
at no time has the crowd of visitors been so large as 
that of Sunday, May 27, when a total of 406,196 persons 
passed through the entry gates, 52,131 of these being 
non-paying ; at 10 o’clock in the morning the circula- 
tion in certain places had become difficult, and in the 
afternoon the crowd was greatly increased in the 
Champ de Mars, the Rue des Nations and the I. valides. 
The spectacle, when viewed from the height of the Tro- 
cadéro Palace, is interesting and novel; the weather 
was fine, and it is evident that the Exposition is begin- 
ning to attract a large part of the public. At certain 
times the crowds at the entrance gates were such that 
special measures had to be taken to avoid accident; a 
number of policeagents were stationed at each passage- 
way to regulate the traffic. The moving sidewalk was 
at times completely filled, and the stream of persons 
passing at a high elevation is one of the interesting 
sights of the exposition. The electric railway also ear- 
ried a great number of passengers and is of great con- 
venience in passing from one section of the grounds to 
another as but short time is employed to make the 
circuit. The palaces and pavilions have never before 
received such a number of visitors ; the various build- 
ings of the Exposition are practically completed, and 
many of the national pavilions are already open to the 
public. In the main buildings of the Champ de Mars, 
a great number of the exhibits have been completed, 
and the others are making rapid progress. 

The Army and Navy Building, which is situated on 
the banks of the Seine, contains a number of in- 
teresting exhibits. Among the principal exhibits 
may be mentioned a collection of Hotchkiss rapid- 
firing guns of different types, with a number of pro- 
jectiles. The Mangin Company show a number of 
are projectors for marine use ; and the Clamond Steel 
Works hasa collection of field cannon and ammunition 
wagons. An interesting exhibit is that of a number of 
stuffed horses and mules attached to ammunition 
wagons, showing the system used in the French army. 
The Dubos Company has a new system of diving guits 
and appliances. A number of fine models of French 
boats are to be seen here; these are exhibited by the 
different dock and naval construction companies. 
Some of them have been furnished by the Société des 
Chantiers de la Gironde, who show a model of the 
‘*Kleber” and the method of boat-construction ; the 
firm of August Normand, of Havre, have a series of 
models of cruisers, among which may be mentioned 
the ‘‘Azuma,” built for the Japanese government, 
and the ‘‘Massena” and ‘‘Guichen,” of the French 
navy. A number of automobiles for military use have 
been already installed. Among these is a heavy trans- 
portation wagon of the Scotte system, having a steam 
engine mounted in the forward part, the rear being 
arranged to carry freight ; another large freight wagon 
isthat constructed by the De Dion Company, using the 
gasoline system. A number of light automobiles are 
to be seen ; one of these is for the officer's use, and 
another for the military postal service. 
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A NOVEL NAIL-FORMING MACHINE. 

An ingenious apparatus for rolling nails from a con- 
tinuous length of stock has been devised by Mr. Sextus 
L. Reed, P. O. Box 31, Gallatin, Tenn., which appara- 
tus is designed especially to produce a triangular nail, 
although other forms can also be made. The features 
of novelty in the invention are to be found in the 
means for cutting the stock into lengths and for form- 
ing the points and heads. Fig. 1 is a general perspec- 
tive view of the machine; Fig. 2 is a sectional eleva- 
tion; and Fig. 3 is a section showing the cutting 
devices. 

The machine includes in its construction a substan- 
tial frame on which is mounted a driving-shaft, actu- 
ated at one end by a pulley, and provided at the other 
end with a pinion, engaging aspur-gear, rigidly secured 
to a hollow shaft formed in two sections. Two addi- 
tional hollow shafts are also employed, each of which 
is likewise formed in two sections. The three hollow 
shafts are triangularly arranged and carry dies, each 
comprising two circular side sections rigidly secured 
to the sections of the corresponding hollow shaft. 
Bolted between the side sections is an intermediate or 
face section of hardened steel, serving to roll the stock 
in conjunction with the intermediate or face sections 
of the other hollow shafts. Upon the side sections, it 
will be observed, are gear-teeth, meshing with those 
of a mating die and transmitting the motion received 
from the driving shaft first mentioned. The inter- 
mediate sections are formed with radial recesses 
which receive beveled, spring-controlled punches. 
The butt of each punch earries a roller which, 
as the die turns, travels over a stationary shaft pro- 
vided with .a cam and contained within the hollow 
shaft of the die. As the die rotates, it is evident that 
the punches will be periodically projected to cut the 
stock, and automatically returned by their springs. 
The side sections of the dies, at the outer ends of the 
radial recesses, are formed with transverse openings 
into which the stock is pressed to form the triangular 
head of the nail, the beveled ends of the punches 
serving to produce the points. Any desired number of 
punches may be used; but in the machine illustrated, 
four punches are provided for each die, so that four 
nails are formed at each revolution. The dies are so 
arranged that, in turning, they cause the punches to 
register with one another. The cains are so disposed 
that three meeting punches (Fig. 2) are thrown out and 
made to sever the stock to form anail. The meeting 
bevel ends of the punches produce the point of the 
nail. At the same time the stock is pressed into the 
transverse openings of the side sections to form the 
head. Each of these operations, of course, is performed 
on a different section of the stock, the nail having its 
point formed by one set of punches and its head in the 
set of punches immediately following. By changing 
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the form of the face or intermediate sections of the 
dies, nails of any desired shape can be made. 
to 

WE have already referred to the restoration of the 
Crystal Palace. The first portion of the work has 
been done, that is, the re-roofing. The transept which 
has been completed is 384 feet, long, has semi-circular 
spans of 120 feet and the height from the floor to the 
central point is 170 feet. The original form of the roof, 
that is, of the ridges and furrows, designed to resist 
the attacks of hail storms, has been preserved. 
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ELECTROENGRAVING. 

It is only within recent years that mechanical pro- 
cesses have been devised which have very considerably 
simplified the work of producing engravings. And of all 
mechanical means of making plates, that of embossing 
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Fig. 2.—AUTOMATIC MACHINE FOR CLEANING THE 
PLATE. 


or stamping is the most important. But in order to 
produce a steel plate by the process of embossing, a 
die is necessary which must be laboriously cut by hand. 
Casting and electroplating have been resorted to, in 
order to reduce hand-labor ; but the results have been 
so exceedingly poor, that the art of a skilled craftsman 
has ever been required to engrave the wrought or rolled 
steel dies. With the object of accomplishing results 
which could not be attained by casting or electroplat- 
ing and of performing mechanically much of the work 
which has hitherto been done only by hand, Herr 
Josef Rieder, a German inventor, has devised a process 
which he terms ‘‘ electroengraving.” 

In electroengraving an electrochemical etch- 
ing agent is employed. If two steel plates be 
plunged in a solution of ammonium chloride, 
and the one plate connected with the positive 
pole, the other plate with the negative pole of 
a source of electricity, iron will be eaten from 
the positive plate, and will form a solution of 
iron chloride, from which iron is again precipi- 
tated upon the negative plate. If parts of the 
positive plate be covered with shellac, only the 
unprotected portions will be eaten away, and 
thus a pattern will be produced. This process 
of etching has long been known and has been 
applied in the arts. But it has been applied 
only to plane surfaces, and not to such plastic 
forms as reliefs. In electroengraving, on the 
other hand, the plate is not covered; but, 
nevertheless, means are employed for bringing 
the solution into contact only with the desired 
portions of the plate. 

The most approved form of apparatus at pres- 
ent in use consists of a glass vessel, g, provided 
with a cover having a central aperture flanged 
to hold a rubber cup, the bottom of which is 
perforated. Within the rubber cup a plaster 
of paris form is held, upon which the design 
to be reproduced has been cast. Upon the 
upper or modeled surface of the form a steel 
plate, A, rests, which snugly fits the aperture 
in the cover of the vessel, so that it cannot be 
laterally displaced. The vessel, g, contains a 
solution of ammonium chloride in which is 
plunged a steel plate, K, connected with the 
negative pole of a source of electricity and con- 
stituting the cathode. The steel plate, A, is 
connected with the positive pole and constitutes the 
anode. The ammonium chloride is absorbed by the 
plaster form, Z, so that the steel plate, A, is practically 
in contact with the solution. When the circuit is com- 
pleted, chlorine is released at the. anode, which, com- 
bining with the iron, formsa solution of iron chloride. 
The anode is gradually eaten away, so that new points 
of the metal come into contact with the plaster cast. 
The process is-completed when all parts of the anode 
have been acted upon by the plaster cast. With this 
apparatus the inventor found it necessary to remove 
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the steel-plate, A, at intervals of 20 seconds, to clean it 
with gum water and to brush fresh ammonium chlo- 
ride upon the relief surface of the plaster cast. 

The inventor attained good results with this appa- 
ratus. But evidently the constant cleaning by hand 
was a process too laborious for the practical utilization 
of the inventon. A machine was, therefore, devised, the 
function of whick was to accomplish automatically 
what was formerly effected by hand. 

After various improvements and modifications this 
machine finally took the form shown in the second of 
our illustrations. The plaster casts (several are em- 
ployed in the practical application of the invention) 
are held by means of two screws upon a vertically mova- 
ble table, which receives its motion from an eccentric. 
Above this metallic table is an adjustable holder in 
which the plate to be etched is mounted. Behind the 
table is a carriage with a rotary brush, which is also 
driven by eccentrics, and which is adapted to passbe- 
tween the plaster cast and the plate, in order to 
remove the refuse from the eaten steel. Water is sup- 
plied to the brush by a perforated pipe. Above the 
cast a sponge roller is mounted which distributes fresh 
solution over the relief surface. 

The plaster cast is brought into contact with the 
plate by means of the movable table, for a period of 
15 seconds, then returns, and permits the cleansing ap- 
paratus to operate. When the cleaning carriage has 
returned to its normal position, the table again brings 
the cast into engagement with the plate, these opera- 
tions being repeated until the plate is completely 
etched. Itis particularly important that the cast be 
brought into contact with the plate as gently as pos- 
sible ; nevertheless, it is impossible to protect the cast 
when but asingle point touches the plate. To pre- 
serve the cast the inventor employs a safety device 
which relieves the single point of the pressure so 
far as possible. The machine is provided with an 
arrangement for casting plaster forms to take the place 
of those which have been worn away. 

A current of 12 to 15 volts pressure is used. Thecur- 
rent strength is automatically regulated to conform 
with the area of the contacting surfaces, and for plates 
200 x 300 mm. (8 X 12 inches) can attain a maximum of 
50 amperes. 
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AN AUTOMATIC COUPLING FOR AIR-BRAKES. 


The illustrations presented herewith, picture acoup- 
ling invented by Thomas H. Patching, of Strathfield, 
and Robert H, Finch, of Burwood, New South Wales, 
whereby the air-brakes of a train can be connected and 
disconnected automatically. 

The device comprises a right and left part. The left 
part, A, consists ef around tube, B, passing through 
the sole-plate of the car, and supported by a bracket 
in which it moves freely. The tube, B, furthermore 
passes through a collar attached to the sole-plate, 
and is surrounded by a strong coiled spring, which 
serves to keep the left part pressed forward into posi- 
tion, and permits backward and forward play of the 
cars. 

The right portion comprises a square metal, bar, H, 
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passing through the sole-plate of the car and provided 
with supports and springs similar to those of the left 
portion. The right portion is provided with a funnel- 
shaped orifice and an air-pipe (Fig. 1). 

As shown in Fig. 2, the tube, B, carries a hollow 
cylinder ending in a nozzel. On the cylinder are two 
gripping lugs, H, one of which is shown in Fig. 3 and 
both in Fig. 4; and two longitudinal guide pieces. 
On either side of the cylinder a pin, D, projects. 
Within the right part are two cylinders of unequal 
diameter, thus forming ashoulder. The larger cylinder 
is provided with two helical openings to engage the 
pins, D. In the smaller of these cylinders slides a spring- 
pressed, hollow piston, B, having an air-pipe connec- 
tion which is designed to engage a left-handed helical 
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opening in the smaller cylinder. Attached to the air- 
pipe connection are two lugs which are adapted to lock 
with the lugs, #, on the left part. 

When two.cars are brought together, the left part 
enters the orifice of the right part which is funnel- 
shaped to insure the entry should the cars be un- 
equally laden or located on a curve. The horizontal 
cross-pins, D, enter the helical slots provided for them ; 
and at the same time the nozzel at the end of the 
tube, B, enters the hollow piston, G. The continued 
pressure of the two cars causes the cross-pins, D, to 
travel along their helical slots, causing the left part to 
rotate in one direction, while the forward pressure of 
the left part forces the sliding piston back, carries the 
air-pipe connection previously referred to along its 
left-handed helical opening, so that the piston, G, is 
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carried upon piling. The largest of these was a new 
double-deck structure, only recently completed, while 
the others had been more or less renovated, and in one 
case considerably lengthened. Most of them were of 
the standard type of construction, which, unfortu- 
nately, in the light of the recent disaster, is used 
almost exclusively on the water front of New York 
harbor. Piling is driven over the whole area to be 
covered by the piers and capped with 12 by 12 tim- 
bers, upon which are laid the joists and wooden floor- 
ing. The sheds on the majority of the older piers are 
built with wooden posts and roof trusses, and are wood 
sheathed. 

At the time of the outbreak of the fire, which, accord- 
ing to eye-witnesses, started about five minutes to four 
on the afternoon of June 30, the situation at these 
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the eastward record to Southampton of five days 
seventeen hours and eight minutes, and a westward 
record of five days twenty hours and ten minutes. 
She is 648 feet in length, 66 feet in beam, and has a 
displacement of 20,000 tons. With a horse power of 
27,000, she has a record speed across the Atlantic of 
over 2214 knots an hour. 

The next pier to the south, Number 2, was accommo- 
dating the steamer, ‘‘ Saale” of 5,267 tons register, one 
of the older vessels of the Company, which was con- 
structed in 1886 at Glasgow. She is 455 feet in length 
and 48 feet in beam, and was known as one of the 
popular vessels of the line. Only a few hours before the 
disaster the steamer ‘‘ Aller” had sailed from her birth 
between piers Nos. 2 and 8. At pier No. 3 there were 
several lighters and barges. Itshould be mentioned 
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caused to rotate in an opposite direction. These two 
opposite rotary movements force the lugs, #, under the 
grips on the air-pipe connection, thus forming a tight 
joint. The mere acts of separating the cars, causes the 
movable parts to rotate in the reverse direction to un- 
couple the pipes. 


— 8 
THE BURNING OF THE NORTH GERMAN LLOYD 
STEAMSHIPS AND DOCKS, HOBOKEN, N. J. 

The record of disasters from fire in New York con- 
tains nothing more terrible than the conflagration 
which occurred on the afternoon of Saturday, June 30, 
by which between three hundred and four hundred 
lives were lost, many of them amid circumstances of 
unspeakable horror, while three of the largest steam- 
ships, of the North German Lloyd Company, and the 
four piers which constitute the landing facilities of the 
company at this port, were destroyed. 

The docks of this great company. which together 
with those of its rival, the Hamburg-American line, 
are located on the New Jersey shore of the North 
River, at Hoboken, consisted of four large piers 
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docks was as follows: To the north was the new pier, 
about §&00 feet in length, recently completed by the 
company, and generally known as the Thingvalla 
pier. On the south side of it was lying the steamship 
‘*Main,” a new vessel of 6,398 tons, recently constructed 
by Blohm & Voss, of Hamburg, which came to New 
York on her maiden trip only last April, and on this 
fatal afternoon was loading for her second return voy- 
age across the Atlantic. She had accommodations for 
300 cabin and 800 steerage passengers, and was in every 
respect a first-class ship. Next to the steamship 
‘‘Main” was pier number 1, with the steamer 
‘* Bremen” lying to the north of it, and the celebrated 
“Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse” moored on its south 
side. The “Bremen,” built in 1896 by Schichau in 
Germany, was one of four huge vessels constructed 
to carry a large quantity of cargo and a considerable 
number of passengers. She was 500 feet in length, 60 
feet in beam, and had a register of 10,000 tons, anda 
speed of 15 knots. The ‘‘ Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse” 
is to-day the fastest of the great ocean liners, and one 
of the most popular passenger vessels afloat. She holds 
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that all of these steamers had coal barges and canal 
boats alongside, from which they were taking coal and 
cargo, in preparation for the return trip across the 
ocean. 

It seems that on the fatal afternoon there was lying in 
the middle of pier No. 3a large quantity of cotton bales, 
and it is said that not far from this were over a hundred 
barrels of whiskey. It is generally agreed that the fire 
originated in the cotton, and it is supposed that the 
extraordinary rapidity with which it spread was due 
to the explosion of the whiskey and the scattering of 
the inflammable contents over the cotton. Be this as 
it may, it is certain that the fire swept through the 
whole length of the pier with extraordinary rapidity. 
It is stated by a captain of a tugboat, that althougn 
he was only a quarter of a mile from the pier when 
the smoke first appeared and made all haste across the 
river, the structure was wrapped in fire from end to 
end by the time he reached it. The spread of the fire 


was greatly accelerated by a strong westerly wind, 
and it is stated by eye- witnesses that within nine min- 
utes from the time the first blaze was seen, the whole 
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four piers and the steamships adjoining were ablaze. 
So swiftly did the flames leap from pier to pier, and 
to the adjoining ships, that within a few minutes the 
“Main.” “Bremen,” ‘‘Saale,” and even the great 
‘Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse” were afire. On account 
of her extreme value, the efforts of the tugboats that 
rushed to give assistance were directed principally to 
saving the ‘* Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse,” and, although 
she was dragged out into the midstream with her upper 
works ablaze, the fire was got under control before 
very serious damage was done. Not so, however, with 
the other vessels. Although the moorings had been 
immediately cast adrift by the crew when the fire 
started, the concentration of effort on the ‘‘ Kaiser 
Wilhelm der Grosse” and the efforts of the tugs to 
save the people who had leaped from the burning piers 
into the water, resulted in these three vessels being left 
to the mercy of the fire, until, under the action of the 
tide, two of them, the ‘‘Bremen” and the ‘ Saale,” 
drifted out, blazing from stem to stern, into the 
Hudson River. The “Main” was burned at her 
dock. 

While the loss of property was enormous, the mag- 
nitude of the disaster is to be measured by the awful 
loss of life and the aggravated horrors that attended 
it. Scattered over the ships, the piers, and the lighters 
were the crews and longshoremen, busy at the work of 
loading ; and the spread of the fire was so sudden that 
escape from the piers to the shore was impossible. As 
a consequence, the majority of those who were cut off 
from escape by land leaped into the water, many of them 
being drowned before they could be picked up ; but 
even this relatively merciful form of death was denied to 
many unfortunates who were working in the holds and 
lower decks of the vessels, and only discovered what 
was going on when they found their escape through the 
hatches cut off. by a sea of fire which was raging in the 
upper works. Many of these were doubtless suffo- 
cated by smoke or burned as the vessels sank under 
the streamsof water which were being poured into them 
trom the fireboats andtugs. A feature which rendered 
the disaster particularly horrible was the fact that 
many of the imprisoned people could have been rescued 
had the portholes of the ‘‘ Saale” been a few inches 
larger than they were. As it was, many victims died 
before the eyes and within actual touch of would-be 
rescuers, who were quite powerless to help them. 

Within a couple of honrs the whole four docks of the 
North German Lloyd Company and their warehouses 
were completely destroyed, and three of the passenger 
steamers were so far burned that it isas yet question- 
able, in the case of some of them, whether they will be 
worth refitting. The total loss of the company, inelud- 
ing cargoes, is estimated by the general agent of the 
line to be about $5,000,000, while the present indica- 
tions are that between three and four hundred souls 
perished. Of our illustrations, one shows the “Saale” 
when the fire was at its height. It was taken shortly 
after the vessel had drifted out from her pier into 
theriver. The other photograph shows the present ap- 
pearance of the water front, which was formerly occu- 
pied by the piers and the sheds of the company. 
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Geology and Geography at the Forty-ninth Meeting 
of the American Association for the Advancement 


of Science. 
BY E. 0. HOVEY. 


According to the plan always followed at the annual 
conventions of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, practically the whole of the 
first day’s session of Section E, that of geology and 
geography, was given up to the summer meeting of the 
Geological Society of America. The number of papers 
presented to the two bodies was unusually small this 
year, only ten being read before the Geological Society 
and seventeen before Section EK, aside from the vice- 
presidential address of Prof. Kemp, an abstract of 
which has already been given in the SCIENTIFIC 
AMERICAN SUPPLEMENT. The attendance of active 
geologists at these summer meetings was rather small, 
on account of so many of them being engaged in field 
work, but it was representative, geographically, includ- 
ing as it did men from many of the States from Maine 
to California, and from Canada. 

The meeting of the Geological Society of America 
was called to order in the geological lecture room of 
Columbia University, Tuesday, June 26, with the pres- 
ident, Dr. G. M. Dawson, director of the geological sur- 
vey of Canada, in the chair. The secretary announced 
the election to fellowship of L. C. Glenn, of the North 
Carolina survey, T. L. Watson, of the Georgia survey, 
and Stewart Weller, of Chicago University. The secre- 
tary further stated that the next winter meeting of the 
society would be held in Albany, N. Y., and then the 
society proceeded to the hearing of the papers. 

The first on its programme was by H. W. Turner, of 
the United States Geological Survey, and was entitled, 
“The Geology of the Silver Peak District, Nevada.” This 
district lies in Esmerald« County, in the western edge of 
the Great Basin, and is characterized by isolated ridges 
and wide valleys. The lower portion of the valleys are 
playas or dry lake beds. The playas are often covered 
with incrustations of salt and much of the mineral is 
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sufficiently pure to be used for domestic purposes with- 
out refining it. Some of the playas, however, like the 
Columbus playaand one in Fish Lake Valley, are rich 
in borax salt. The oldest rocks, except some gneisses of 
doubtful age, are Lower Cambrian. The middle Cain- 
brian and the Ordovician strata are also represented, 
but then there is a great break to the tertiary beds. 
Volcanic activity began in Paleozoic time, and, after a 
long interval of rest, was renewed in Tertiary times, 
when a lake covered a large part of the district and de- 
posited several thousand feet of strata. The chief 
econowic interest in the region centers in the gold and 
silver veins in Mineral Ridge, an east spur of the Silver 
Peak Range. These veins occurusually at the contact of 
the’ granite and gneiss with the overlying Cambrian 
rocks and are of two kinds, quartz veins containing, 
for the most part, pyrite and free gold with a little sil- 
ver, and quartz veins, which contain lead sulphides and 
silver, with a comparatively small amount of gold. 

Erasmus Haworth, of Kansas University, presented 
a paper on ‘‘ Native Copper from Garfield County” 
(Oklahoma). The native copper occurs in thin leaves 
in the ‘‘Red Beds,” at a depth of about 32 feet from 
the surface of the ground. They seem to be confined 
to astratum of red clayey shale six inches thick, and 
lie therein at all angles to the bedding, approaching 
parallelism thereto near the middle of the bed. They 
occupy fissures due to the drying of the beds, and are, 
therefore, of later date than the deposition of the beds 
themselves. The beds are utterly destitute of fossil 
remains, so that the reduction of the metal can hardly 
be ascribed to the action of organic matter. Further- 
more, the rock is entirely unaltered, and the nearest 
igneous masses are at least one hundred miles distant. 
The author refers the native copper, therefore, to a 
possible chemical reaction between copper sulphate, 
iron oxide, and calcium carbonate, with traces of free 
sulphuric acid. 

C. H. Hitchcock, of Dartmouth College, in a paper 
on the ‘** Evidences of Interglacial Deposits in the Con- 
necticut Valley,” reported that he had found eskers 
and other glacia) deposits in such relations to the 
earlier glacial beds near Hanover, N. H., as to convince 
him that there had been at least two advances of the 
great ice sheet over the region. 

A second paper by Prof.Hitchcock described some of 
the voleanic phenomena connected with the eruption 
of Mauna Loa, on the island of Hawaii, in 1899. The 
first indication of activity was seen on the morning of 
July 4. It was the reflection in the sky of the light 
from the molten lavain the great pit 14,000 feet above 
sea level. A day later the first outbreak began with 
an explosion, about 3,000 feet below the summit on the 
eastern side. The melted lava discharged itself in a 
column thought by some to be 500 feet ‘high at first. 
The material falling to the ground around the vent 
gave rise to the formation of a cone. Later a second 
vent discharged a similar flood half a mile from the 
first opening and not far from 10,000 feet above the 
ocean. Both these discharges were clearly visible from 
the Voleano House, near Kilauea, twenty miles away. 
Clotted lava blocks of considerable size and stones were 
freely emitted from these vents, while the lava flow 
followed down the north side of the mountain for 
fifteen miles. In three weeks’ time the flow ceased. 
The stream was eighty feet wide and ten feet deep at 
its start, but was a mile wide lower down. The place 
of discharge was just above the upper limit of the 
northeast trade winds, consequently the column of 
steam and dust ascended vertically and spread out 
laterally, like the trunk and foliage of a large tree, 
The fine particles of dust spread in all directions and 
obscured the sky for a thousand miles on every side. 
At Honolulu, 150 miles distant, people could feel the 
impact of the particles on their faces. Old beds of 
ashes on the island indicate previous explosive activity 
at both Mauna Loa and Kilauea. Their decomposition 
has furnished the soil for the forests and now for the 
sugar plantations. ‘The Hawaiian volcanoes were 
active in Tertiary time. On Oahu different sections 
are classified by the amount of erosion effected since 
the basaltic outflows. Mauna Loa shows no marks of 
erosion. It isa gigantic basaltic dome, which has re- 
quired millions of years for its formation, judging 
from the comparatively small quantity of lava dis- 
charged in the present century. 

W. H. Hobbs, of the University of Wisconsin, pre- 
sented and discussed ‘tA Theory of the Origin of Sys- 


- tems of nearly Vertical Faults, with Application to the 


Newark Basin of the Pomperaug River (Coun.).” This 
was related to an elaborate paper presented to the 
Society at its meeting last winter. He finds that the 
rocks of the region have been broken into rhombic 
prisms standing on end. The author thinks that the 
numerous faults are due to dislocation along joint 
planes and relief from pressure horizontally applied 
and that the superposed load must have been compara- 
tively small. 

Rudolf Ruedemann, of the New York State paleon- 
tological survey, delivered a paper. on the Hudson 
River beds of the vicinity of. Albany, in which he 
showed that these strata, which have been rather 
neglected by geologists on account of their faucity of 
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fossils, are not to be regarded as representing one age. 
On the contrary, they contain beds belonging to several 
horizons. The other four papers on the society’s pro- 
gramme were read by title. 

One of the papers of most popular interest delivered 
before Section E was that by F. H. Newell, hydro- 
grapher of the United States Geological Survey, upon 
the progress being made in the measurement of streams 
and determination of the water supply.of the country. 

He showed that the water resources are being studied 
in a mauner comparable with that in which the metals 
and ores are being examined, and official data collected 
concerning the occurrence and value of this important 
natural product. 

On important streams in various parts of the United 
States systematic measurements are being made show- 
ing the variations in discharge from day to day through- 
out several seasons and years; in this manner the 
quantity ana time of occurrence of flood is made known 
and the duration of seasons of drought. By having 
this information engineers and others concerned in the 
development of water power can determine the degree 
of reliability of various streams, and ascertain the 
available power. 

Not only are the surface streams being measured, byit 
examinations are being carried on of the occurrence of 
water underground, especially that reached by deep 
artesian wells. The importance to the public health 
of a water supply from these sources is well known. 
Applications are received from all parts of the United 
States for definite facts concerning the quantity and 
quality of waters occurring in pervious strata far.un- 
derground. Throughout much of the United States 
the only mineral of economic value is water. This is 
particularly the case on the High Plains west of the 
Missouri River, where settlement is dependent wholly 
upon the ability to obtain water by the means of 
wells- 

The subject of water storage is also being considered 

by the United States Geological Survey, and reservoir 
sites are being selected and surveyed in various parts 
of the West, particularly in the Rocky Mountain 
region, and in the high Sierras of California. Detailed 
surveys are made and estimates prepared of the cost of 
construction. 
_ In the State of New York about twenty rivers are 
being measured—these being mainly tributaries to the 
upper Hudson, Mohawk and Black Rivers. Character- 
istic fluctuations of these streams were exhibited by 
means of diagrams. The catchment area tributary to 
various reservoir sites is being surveyed and shown 
upon the contoured maps prepared in codperation with 
the State engineer and surveyor. 

The information obtained concerning the flow of 
streams and the possibility of regulating the floods by 
means of storage reservoirs has peculiar importance in 
New York State, through the rapid development of 
electrical plants and the probable need of increased 
supply for the Erie Canal. The subject of the influ- 
ence of forests upon the water supply can be thorough- 
ly: understood only when definite knowledge is had 
of the behavior of the streams. For this reason rivers 
issuing from the Adirondacks are being carefully 
studied, while the character of the timber on the water- 
shed is being examined by foresters. 

Another paper, the narrative portion of which will 
be read with widespread interest when it appears in 
the Century Magazine, was that by R. T. Hill, of the 
United States Geological Survey, describing the great 
“Chisos Rift” in Texas and the author’s dangerous 
and thrilling journey down the wonderful cafions of 
the Rio Grande. This stream receives practically no 
tributaries for several hundred miles of its course and 
has carved its way through Cretaceous strata of dif- 
ferent kinds, leaving vertical and even overhanging 
walls, hundreds of feet in height, turning sharpcorners 
and giving surprises in the shape of rapids in the most 
bewildering manner. One of the canons has received 
the suggestive name of Murderer’s Cafion, on account 
of fatal encounters with Mexicans atitsentrance. This 
paper, like many others on the programme, was elabo- 
rately illustrated with stereopticon views. 

Prof. Hitchcock’s paper, on the ‘‘Ice Age in New 
Zealand,” gave the section a brief resumé of the obser- 
vations he was able to make a year or moreago. The 
glaciers now existing among the high mountains of the 
Middle Island are the remnantsor descendants of those 
of the great ice age. All were of Alpine character and 
were not continental like those of northern Europe and 
North America. The present glaciers have an average 
length and area at least 10 per cent greater than the 
existing glaciers of Switzerland, but they do not cover 
more than 30 per cent of the area occupied by ice at 
the maximum of the glacialepoch. The Tasman 
glacier is 20 miles long and 2 miles wide. The deposits 
of the glacial epoch in New Zealand are characterized 
by a general absence of ground moraine, eskers and 
drumlins, and there are very few largeerratics. The 
lower portions of the subglacial streams spread cobble 
stones over widé areas. The great glacial epoch was in 
Tertiary time, according to the New Zealand geologists, 
who base their determination upon the stage of decom- 
position of the gravel wad the arsogiation of the glacial 
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deposits with beds known to belong to. the Tertiary. 
There are thirteen fjords on the southwestern side of 
the island, the topography is very rough, and the 
scenery is equal or superior to that of the Yosemite 
region in California. 

Jolin M. Clarke, State paleontologist of New York, 
brought out by means of diazrains and cross-sections 
the lenticular character of the Oriskany sandstone de- 
posits in this State and showed how they filled depres- 
sions in the water-worn, but nearly level, Helderbergian 
rocks beneath. In some of the cement quarries near 
Buffalo the Oriskany sands are exposed, filling water- 
worn joints in the cement rock. 

In the paper of A. A. Julien, of Columbia University, 
on the Genesis of the pegmatite in North Carolina, it 
was held that the origin of this rock has not yet been 
satisfactorily explained, and that the difficulty may be 
in part due to variation of conditions in the genesis of 
the aqueo-igneous magina. ‘This is the rock which has 
furnished so many rare minerals to cabinets all over thre 
world and is the source of some of the substances used 
in the making of mantles for incandescent gas lamps. 
Three hypotheses regarding its origin are in common 
acceptation, viz.: intrusion as dikes, infiltration as 
veins, and segregation. When examined, in view of the 
known characteristics of each of these forms, most of 
the pegmatites of North Carolina do not appear to 
conform to any one. In the author’s opinion, they 
should be considered as aggregates of the very schist 
material which incloses them, softened toa plastic con- 
dition by thermal or superheated waters. and afterward 
consolidated with the concretionary structures which 
they now present. The phases of concentration of the 
more basic minerals (mica and feldspar) were discussed 
and note made of the significance of their close asso- 
ciation with smoky quartz. The pegmatites of the 
region seem to mark the initial metastatic changes 
which accompany the birth of granite, rather than, as 
in some other regions, the phenomena which indicate 
the exhaustion of the process. 

W. H. Hobbs, of the University of Wisconsin, de- 
scribed two rivers in western Connecticut in respect to 
the history of their drainage. They both have the 
Same naine, Still River, though they are only twenty- 
five miles apart. Both flow northward and one empties 
into the Farmington River, while the other empties 
into the Housatonic. Before the glacial epoch they 
flowed southward, but dams of gravel left by the great 
ice sheet changed their course to that which they have 
at present. R. D. Salisbury, of the University of Chi- 
cago, discussed at some length the yellow loam which 
occurs as a surface formation over a large part of New 
Jersey and adjoining States and which he has found 
to cover all strata from the most ancient rocks to the 
latest glacial beds with a thin mantle which is evi- 
dently a still water deposit. Prof. Salisbury holds that 
this is a marine deposit and that it indicates a subsi- 
dence of the region of not less than 240 feet since the 
retreat of the ice sheet and a subsequent elevation of a 
corresponding amount. 

Papers were also read by W. J. McGee, on ‘‘The Occur- 
rence of the Pensau ken (?) Formation in the District of 
Columbia”; by D. 8. Martin, on ‘'The Geology of 
Central South Carolina”; by J. M. Clarke, on ‘‘ The 
Fauna of the Arenaceous Lower Devonic of Aroos- 
took County, Maine”; by J. P. Smith, on ‘“ The 
Principles of Paleontologic Correlation * ; and by E. B. 
Mathews, on ‘A Simple Modeling machine.” 

The officers of the section for the next meeting, 
which takes place at Denver, are: chairman, Prof. C. 
R. Van Hise, and secretary, Prof. R. A. F. Penrose, Jr. 

TTT 

A TERRIBLE ‘explosion occurred some days ago upon 
the premises of a large firm of manufacturing chemists 
in Huddersfield (England), when a large quantity of 
lyddite which was in process of manufacture for the 
government blew up with a tremendous report. The 
accident fortunately did not occur in the main portion 
of the factory, but in one of the out-lying buildings, 
and was separated from the main works by ariver; 
otherwise the loss of life would have been appalling. 
The lyddite was undergoing the steam-drving process 
when it suddenly ignited through, it is believed, a spark 
from the chisel of a mechanic. The man lost his pres- 
ence of mind, and instead of smothering out the fire 
with his cap, which he could easily have done, he ran 
away, probably thinking that the substance would ex- 
plode. The explosive burned fiercely, and set fire to the 
building. Presently the roof of thestructure collapsed 
upon the burning mass and compressed the gases. Con- 
sequently in a very few seconds there was a terrific ex- 
plosion. The building was absolutely demolished, 
scarcely one brick being left upon another. Windows 
in the town were broken wholesale by the force of the 
concussion, and the débris hurled for a considerable 
distance in every direction. Fortunately there were few 
in juries to individuals, since all the workpeople had had 
ample time to clear out of the building. Only two 
hours previous to the catastrophe, it issaid that 25 tons 
of lyddite had been removed from the very building 
in which the explosion occurred, so that it may be 
truly said that the inhabitants of Huddersfield hada 
very narrew escape from destruction. 
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Science Notes. 
A fisheries exhibition will be held at Salzburg, Aus- 
tria, on September 2. 


The shipping of monazite from Brazil to Europe has 
almost been discontinued, owing to the very low price 
paid. The cheapness of the sand is one of the causes 
of the inexpensiveness of the German mantles. 


A cylindrical slide rule has been devised by Prof. 
Robert H. Smith. By means of aspiral on the cylinder 
a length of over four feet is obtained for the logarith- 
mic seale, which enables great accuracy to be obtained. 


A school of practical agriculture has been opened 
at Briarcliff Manor on the New York and Putnam 
Division of the New York Central Railroad. The aim 
will be to raise the standard of agricultural methods, 
and practical instruction will be given in the orchard, 
garden, greenhouse, poultry yard and dairy. Theidea 
is to consider first the quality and afterward the 
quantity of the article produced. 

Meager accounts have been received of the trials of 
Count Zeppelin’s airship which took place at Fried- 
richshafen on the evening of July 2. Ata height of 
1,260 feet the airship traveled 514 miles in seventeen 
and a half minutes, presumably with the assistance of 
the wind. There were five in the car. The apparatus 
for ascending and steering answered admirably until a 
rope became twisted in the gear which caused an 
abrupt end to the trip. The airship was fully de- 
scribed in the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN for May 26, 1900. 


The Académie des Sciences has lately received a 
communication from La Paz, Bolivia, relating to a 
remarkable meteorite which fell near.that city. It was 
observed on November 20, 1899, at 7 h. 24 m. by a clear 
and starry night, the :noon not being visible. Accord- 
ing to the observers which were stationed on the hill 
of St. Sebastian, ashort distance from the town of 
Coronilla, the meteor passed in a straight line from 
south west to southeast during five or six seconds, over 
one-third of the visible horizon. It had the form of an 
immense disk of a reddish white color, with a train of 
bluish light ; it exploded near the town of Pazedon 
and projected a number of meteorites upon theground. 


The so-called horse-sickness which is endemic in the 
Orange River Colony, Transvaal, Natal, Rhodesia, and 
Bechuanaland, and occasionally in Cape Colony, is 
getting to be very serious and efforts are being made 
to render the horses immune. Fortified serum derived 
from immune horses almost invariably produces fatal 
results when injected into horses suffering from horse- 
sickness. The fortified serum is a useful agent if pro- 
perly used, and is capable of preventing the onset of 
horse-sickness. Judicious treatment with the serum 
will assist in brir,zing about a cure, for if the animal 
is gradually accustomed to the toxin until it can re- 
ceive an injection of 100 to 200 ce. of serum, virulent 
blood ean be injected without danger. 


In some circumstances a liquid which will not freeze 
is needed, among others, for certain forms of brakes, 
especially those used for pieces of artillery. For this 
purpose glycerine has been used extensively, but is 
somewhat costly, and alcohol even more so. These 
liquids may be replaced to advantage by a solution of 


‘chloride of calciuin of 28 per cent strength, its. cost be- 


ing almost negligible. The solution .will support a 
temperature of —32° C. without apparent change, and 
does not attack metals. Another solution which has 
been recommended for this purpose contains, in 100 
parts, 1 part of chloride of magnesium, 10 parts chlo- 
ride of calcium, and 20 of chloride of aluminium. 


In Berlin elaborate preparations are making for the 
exhaustive aeronautical and scientific research that is to 
be made on July 15. The balloon, which has been con- 
tructed by a continental firm, is the largest ever made, 
being of over 820,000 cubic feet capacity, or twice the 
size of thatin which Andree set out forthe North Pole. 
It is to carry 614 tons, with 34 tons of ballast. It will 
ascend at the Sport Park, Friednau. The main object 
of the expedition is to ascertain how long it is possible 
fora balloon to remain floating in the air. Fur this pur- 
pose the aerial vessel will be well supplied with pro- 
visions, while it will also be equipped with sleeping ac- 
commodation for the benefit of the aeronauts. The bal- 
loon is also to bé utilized, during its ascent for the 
purpose of making several meteorological observations. 


A curious case was tried before the Civil Courts in 
Vienna the other day regarding a-claim arising out of 
arailway accident. The plaintiff stated that he had 
received internal injuries as the result of the accident. 
The wedical experts maintained that the shock of the 
smash had caused the heart of the plaintiff to change 
from its normal position, to one lower down in his 
body. This theory was received with incredulity by 
the jury, but their sceptism was satisfied when they 
applied their hands to the man’s ribs and could feel 
the organ beating in the usual manner. The medical 
men stated that the sufferer might live for several years 
notwithstanding the extraordinary displacement of 
his heart, but that he was more liable to heart failure 
and would experience great difficulty in doing his work. 
Under these circumstances the jury awarded the plain- 
tiff heavy cowpensation, 
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Engineering Notes, 

The city of Lafayette, Indiana, has presented to Pur- 
due University a 2,000,000 gallon water works pump. 
ing engine for use in the laboratory of the University. 
It was built in 1875, and is an excellent example of the 
duplex walking beam pump. In addition to its his- 
torical value, it will furnish an ample supply of water 
for the hydraulic experiments which will be carried on. 


M. Ende has recently compared the figures for the 
motive power used at the different expositions which 
have. been held at Paris. In 1867 the total horse 
power was 854. furnished by 52 engines averaging 16 
horse power each; in 1878 the total was 2,533 horse 
power, given by 41 engines of 62 horse power average. 
The figure for 1889 is 5,820 horse power; oniy 32 engines 
were used, with a mean Of 166 horse power. In 1900 
the total power of the engines and dynamos used to 
supply the energy is 36.085 horse power, supplied by 
37 machines, giving a wean of 975 horse power. The 
French section has 18 machines, with a total of 14,435 
horse power, or 802 per unit, and the foreign section 
supplies 19 machines, giving 21,650 horse power, or a 
mean of 1,140 per unit. 

In the large sawmills of Joseph Fialla, in Austria, 
the sawdust is utilized by being made up into bri- 
quettes; these form a good combustible for boiler 
furnaces or household use. The sawdust is impreg- 
nated with a mixture of tarry substances and heated to 
the proper temperature ; it is then passed over a plate 
of iron heated by steam, from which a screw conveyor 
takes it to the screw-press, where it is compressed into 
briquettes of the required size. The press turns out 
19 per minute, weighing 2 of a pound each and meas- 
uring 6X24 X1\% inches. The calorific power is about 
the same as that of lignite, with but 4 per cent of ash. 
The factory turns out more than 6,000,000 briquettes 
a year; the cost is about 16 cents per thousand, and 
the selling price reaches one dollar, leaving a consider- 
able margin of profit. 

The development of the carbide of calcium industry 
in Europe is shown in the account recently published 
by the French Acetylene Syndicate, by which it ap- 
pears that in 1896 there were but four carbide factories, 
of which two were in Switzerland, one in Germany and 
onein France. At present the total number of carbide 


.works in France, either in operation or in course of 


construction, represents a nominal capacity of 50,000 
horse power, this being furnished by hydraulic plants. 
In Germany this figure is 12,440; Italy has more than 
16,000 horse power; England, on the other hand, has 
but 1,600; Norway has 15,000, Austria 18,550, Russia 
3,500, of which 2.000 represents hydraulic power, and 
Switzerland 19,000 horse power. The full capacity of 
these plants is not entirely utilized as yet ; thus, France 
which could produce 27,000 tons annually, gives but 
15,000 to 20,000. 


A new railroad is to be constructed in Belgium which 
will unite Brussels with Ghent; it forms the prolonga- 
tion of the existing Ghent-Ostend line and is to be laid 
out with the most recent improvements. Its length 
will be about 30 miles. The newroad will permit the 
distance from Brussels to the coast to be covered in 75 
minutes; it will be operated at first by steam, but is 
constructed so that electric traction may be substituted 
later if desired. It will run in a nearly straight line 
from Ghent to the suburbs of Brussels, without grade 
crossings or intermediate stations. The construction 
of the road will not cost more than $100,000 per mile, 
and the 30 miles.will thus cost below $3.000,0°0. A 
project has been recently under consideration for a di- 
rect iine on the electric system from Brussels to Ant- 
werp,:-in which the trains were to have a normal speed 
of 60 miles per hour without stops between the cities, 
but after considerable discussion it was decided to 
abandon the project for the present. 


An Austrian journal, the Zeitschrift ftir Berg und 
Hutten Weisen, gives a nuwber of figures relating to 
the mine disasters which have taken place during the 
last five years in the principal countries of the globe. 
During this period, Germany is the country which has 
suffered most from disasters of importance; the whole 
number of lives lost is more than 700, occasioned by 49 
disasters ; the list does not take into account single 
accidehts, Of these the most fatal accidents have been 
caused by explosion of gasand by fire. Russia occupies 
the second place with 650 victims, including a single 
disaster which was caused by inundation, in which 300 
lives were lost. America and England come next, the 
former with 395, the latter with 865; in the former case 
explosions have been the principal causes, and in the 
latter explosion and inuudation. As the Austrian 
journal does not take into account accidents of less 
than 10 fatalities, there is no doubt that the list would 
be greatly increased. The next is Hungary, with 126; 
Spain, with 108; France, with 70; and Belgium, with 
48. In France this number is due to 7 serious acci- 
dents, and deducting those of Montceau-les-Mines and 
Rochebelle, in which 50 lives were lost, there remains 
but 20; it may be supposed that this number, relatively 
small, is due to the good working of the mining ad- 
ministration in that country and to the strict inspec- 
tion whish is exercised, 
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THE MANUFACTURE OF GUNS AND ARMOR AT 
THE BETHLEHEM STEEL WORKS, 
III.—HARVEYIZED ARMOR. 

The present article is devoted to a description of the 
manufacture of Harveyized armor plate, as this repre- 
sents the most modern method of making armor that 
is open to public inspection, the secrets of the Krupp 
process being still jealously guarded in 
every country where Krupp armor is 
made. 

One of the early steps in the process is 
the casting of the open hearth ingot in a 
specially prepared mould. It is cast with 
a considerabie excess of metal at the top, 
known as the ‘‘sinking head,” which, as 
explained in a previous article, serves the 
double purpose of supplying molten metal 
to run down and fill the cavities which 
would otherwise be formed in the heart 
of the ingot in cooling, and of affording 
a convenient handle, as it were, by which 
the enormous mass of metal muy be lifted 
and generally manipulated during the 
process of forging. The excess of metal 
in an ingot over that to be found in the 
armor plate is greater than in any other 
large mass of metal product, on an aver- 
age less than forty per cent of the original 
mass appearing in the finished market- 
able plate. Some of these ingots are truly 
enormous masses of metal, the largest of 
which weigh as much as 275,000 pounds. 
The particular ingot which is shown in our engravings 
in the process of being forged weighed more than 125 
tons in the rough. It was cast for the front or port 
plate of the new battleship ‘‘ Alabama,” and by the 
time it had been worked down and machined to its 
finished state, less than 30 tons, or about 24 per cent of 
the original 125 tons, remained. 

After casting, the ingot is cleaned and taken to the 
forge, where the upper end of it is placed in a mas- 
sive cast-steel sleeve, from the other end of which pro- 
jects a long steel bar, provided with a sliding balance- 
weight. The sleeve is supported in an endless sling 
chain, which is hung from a gear-controlled 
block, as shown in the engraving. The block 
in turn is carried at the lower end of a vertical 
shaft, which is suspended at its upper end from 
the trolley of a massive, overhead traveling 
crane. The ingot, sleeve, counter-balance bar, 
etc., will weigh, in the case of the heaviest 
work, in the neighborhood of 250 tons. After 
the ingot has been heated to a white heat ina 
regenerative furnace of the kind shown in our 
illustration, the furnace doors are lifted, and 
the’mass is carried out and placed on the work- 
ing anvil of the 14,000-ton hydraulic press. 
This press is truly of massive proportions, and 
rivals in size the great 125-ton steam hammer 
which it has replaced. It requires for its oper- 
ation a pumping engine which is not only the 
largest of its kind in the world, but in addition 
enjoys the distinction of being the most pow- 
erful land engine in existence. It has three 
cylinders, working under a steam pressure of 
130 pounds to the square inch, developing a 
maximum of 15,000 horse power. The total 
height of the press, above ground, is somewhat 
over 42 feet. ‘The stroke of the press is recorded 
upon a circular dial, which is within sight of 
the operator who controls the forging lev- 
ers. Other operators, who control the 
overhead cranes and other manipulating 
mechanism, are stationed within sight of 
the forgeman. The staff of men, after 
years of experience, have become so well 
trained that in obedience to a few simple 
motions the massive forging is lifted, 
turned over and generally manipulated 
with an ease which must be seen to be 
appreciated. The ingot, in this first forg- 
ing operation, is roughed down to a rect- 
angular cross-section similar to that of 
the finished armor plate, but considerably 
thicker. It is then prepared for cemen- 
tation. 

To accomplish the cementation, the 
forging is placed in a carbonizing furnace 
in such a manner that the gas flames can 
play entirely around it, the face to be 
hardened being brought in contact with 
a layer of carbonaceous material. These 
furnaces are fired by the regenerative 
principle, as explained in our first article 
on the open-hearth process. The heat of 
the furnace is gradually raised until the 
proper temperature is attained. This 
temperature varies with the size of the 
plate, and is determined only by experience. The plate 
is maintained at the proper temperature for a period of 
from three to four weeks, during which time the carbon 
is absorbed by the face of the plate to a depth of from 
1 to 14% inches. After the absorption of the proper 
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amount of carbon, the plate is taken out of the fur- 
nace, cleaned and scaled, the loss due to oxidation 
being considerable. 

Later it is returned to the forge, brought to a bright 
heat, and reduced under the hydraulic press to the de- 
sired thickness. 

The plate is then sent to the machine shop, where 


The plate is heated in a furnace and then sprayed on both sides with water under pressure, 


Hardening the Plate. 


test specimens, which represent the physical qualities of 
the plate, are removed and subjected to tensile tests in 
the presence of navy inspectors. 

Notable among the many operations to which the 
plate is subjected is the proper forming or shaping of 
the plate. This is accomplished by means of a7,000-ton 
bending-press, where skilled artisans, after exercising a 
vast amount of patience, finally succeed in reducing it 
to the desired form. 

Again and again this mass, which, it must be rem2m- 
bered, weighs as much as a locomotive, is placed on 
ears and transported from one building to another, to 


Plate is heated and lowered bodily into a bath of oil. 
Oil Tempering. 


Plate is placed face upward in furnace, covered with a layer of carbonaceous material, and maintained at a 
predetermined temperature for from 20 to 80 days, 


The Cementation Furnace, 


MANUFACTURE OF GUNS AND ARMOR AT THE BETHLEHEM STEEL WORKS. 


be subjected to operation after operation, until at last 
it is prepared for the final hardening operation. 

When this stage is reached, it is transferred to a 
room where it is placed on a trolley and run into the 
hardening furnace. When it has reached the proper 
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temperature, it is removed from the furnace and hard- 
ened by spraying with water. The amount of water 
that is necessary per hour-to properly harden one of 
the large plates is more than is consunied per day by a 
city of 30,000 inhabitants. 

After the plate has been oil-tempered it is again car- 
ried to the’ bending press, where it is ‘heated by a 
special process, and ‘rectified’ to the 
proper shape. 

The plate then resumes its travels, jour- 
neying to the machine shop, where addi- 
tional tests are taken for the information 
of the navy inspectors, and where it is 
subjected to ‘its finish machining by 
means of grinding machines. We have 
seen that in a previous operation the 
plate was rough-machined. In accom- 
plishing this the various tools, however, 
only work down to a point at which the 
earbonized face commences, this face 
being so hard that the finishing cuts can 
only be laboriously taken off by means of 
grinders, the hardest steel tools which 
can be produced refusing to cut it. All 
warped surfaces, such as those at the 
port holes and the sighting holes, have 
to be chipped and finished by hand with 
files, etc., the outer hard portion being 
ground. 

The holes for the bolts by which the 
armor is fastened to the backing and 
framework of the ship are now drilled. 
These holes are drilled, of course, by machinery, sev- 
eral distinct operations being required for each one. 
The accuracy required is such that the final tapping of 
the thread is snbsequently done by hand. 

Tapping the bolt holes being the final machining 
operation, the armor plates are collected for what is 
known as assembling or erecting, which consists in 
joining the plates, just as they are intended to be 
erected on the ship. Two of our illustrations show 
this work Leing done, one of them representing the 
side armor of the Russian battleship ‘‘ Retvizan,” and 
the other the forward turret of the battleship ‘‘ Ala- 
bama.” The joints are finished with electric- 
ally driven emery grinders, andin spite of the 
great weight and size of the plates, the fitting 
of these joints is remarkably close and accurate. 

As soon as the armor is assembled and the 
bolts tried in the holes, it is inspected in all its’ 
details by a corps of United States navy 
inspectors, after which the armor is taken down, 
the armor bolt holes are filled with a mixture 
of tallow and white lead, and the plates are 
stamped under the supervision of the navy 
inspectors with the name of the ship and the 
particular location in which the plates are to 
be placed. 

The final operation consists in taking the 
plates to the weighing machine, where the 
inspectors make a careful record of the weight 
of each plate. 

In tracing the course of an armor plate 
through this elaborate process from the time 
it is cast as an ingot to the time that it is 
weighed and shipped from the works, the 
reader must have noticed how frequently the 
material is transferred from shop to shop for 
the different processes necessary to produce a 
modern, high-class plate. The buildings re. 
quired for the various steps in the manu- 
facture are such in dimensions that every 
round trip of the plate from the bend- 
ing press to the machine shop, for in- 
stance, involves a journey of 4,000 feet. 
Another mile is covered in the transfer 
from the forging press to the machine 
shop, or from the tempering plant to 
the machine shop, and two miles are 
covered in the journey from the open- 
hearth furnaces to the forging press. It 
is further to be borne in mind that, 
while an ingot at the commencement of 
its journey will weigh 125 tons, the 
weight of the finished product, upon 
which the payment for the plate is based, 
will be only 30 tons, or say 24 per cent 
of the ingot weight. A further element 
of expense is the large percentage of 
losses which are liable to occur, owing 
to the risks of failure in the various pro- 
cesses. The plant, moreover, is of an 
exceedingly costly nature. An important 
element of cost is Jue to the fact that im- 
proved methods ef armor-plate manufac- 
ture are liable at all times to be devised, 
with the result that the existing plant may 
become obsolete long before it has turned 
out sufficient armor to cover the cost of installation. 
Krupp armor, for instance, has shown such vast supe- 
riority over Harveyized armor, that the latter has be- 
come practically obsolete, and is only being manufac- 
tured in this country as the result of the préjudicc 


JULY 14, 1g00. 


displayed by Congress in its refusal to pay the neces- 
sary price for Krupp armor. 

The greater cost of Krupp armor is due to many 
causes. The composition contains expensive alloys 
which are not found in Harveyized steel; it is much 
more sensitive to error in treatment, and the pereentage 
of loss is considerably greater. While there are about 
a score of general operations in the MHarveyized 
process, there are something like double 
that number of separate steps in the 
Krupp process, and in a case where one 
heat would. be sufficient for the forging 
of Harveyized plate, four or more sepa- 
rate heats would be required. to do the 
same work on a Krupp ingot. Conclu- 
sive evidence of the superiority of the 
Krupp to the Harveyized steel is given in 
the fact that while Harveyized side armor 
for the American battleship ‘‘ Illinois” 
weighs 700 tons, the same protection will 
be afforded: to the sides of the Russian 
battleship ‘‘Retvizan,” now building at 
the Cramps, by only 548 tons of Krupp 
steel. The difference between these two 
represents the disadvantage under which 
the United States battleships-are being 
placed by the unreasonable opposition of 
Congress in a matter upon which it has 
never taken the trouble to obtain proper 
technical information. 

—_—_-«—____ 

HoHand’s Fight with the Waters. 

One of the best books on Holland, 
which has appeared in a number of 
years is Mr. David 8S. Meldrum’s ‘‘ Hol- 
land.and the Hollanders”. and -we take pleasure. in 
giving some facts taken from this book which: are 
not generally known. The history of Holland is the 
history of a-continual fight against the waters anda 
chronicle of a reclamation of land from the sea. It is 
little wonder that in Hoiland hydraulic engineering is 
a profession of the first order. A very small portion 
of Holland lies above the level of the sea, 
and the rivers that flows into it... The pro- 
vinees of Brabant, Limburg,:a section of 
Utrecht, Gelderland, Overijssel and 
Drenthe and a part of Groningen are 
alone above the level of the sea or rivers. 
This may give some idea of the enormous 
amount of work which had to be aeccom- 
plished to make Holland habitable, and 
the precautions to keep it so are never- 
ending. Since the Middle Ages the Dutch 
have been reclaiming sections of the 
country. The greatest work of this’ kind 
was the draining of the Harrlemmer 
Meer ; the result is that 41,675 acres, in all, 
were reciaimed. 

A canal was dug encircling the Haarlem 
Lake and a dike was built on the inner 
side, then engines were planted at differ- 
ent points on the dike and in four years 
the lake was dry.’ Eight hundred million 
tons of water were pumped out of the 
lake. The pumping engines were built 
in England and were enormous affairs, 
although they could only develop 500 
horse power each. The first engine built 
worked eleven pumps, 63 inches in diam- 
eter, and the stroke was 10 feet. The two other 
engines were even larger. After the water was 
pumped out canals were dug and the whole area 
was further divided into sections by small canals, 
and in two years the fields were covered with colza. 
The total cost of the work was about $4,000,000. 
Of course, pumping engines still have to be employed 
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to take away ‘the excess of rainfall, and the water 
which infiltrates. Naturally after the Haarlem Lake 
was drained with such‘ good success the Dutch people 
turned longing eyes toward the Zuyder Zee and many 
schemes were proposed with this eid in view. There 
seems tobe no immediate prospects of any of them be- 
ing carried out. The island of Wieringen supplies the 
natural starting point for the works. From mainland 
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to mainland the distance is about 35 miles and an em- 
bankment, 216 feet wide, would have tobe built. This 
would carry a railroad and also provide for traffic. It 
is thought that this embankment could be built in 
ten years. Access to the canals would be obtained by 


lakes between Wieringen and North Holland. If the 
work should be begun now 800,000 square miles might 
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be under the plow by the middle of the twentieth cen- 
tury and the estimated cost would be $150,000,000. Of 
course, if this, were done like all polders, it would be 
necessary to keep them dry from hour to hour and 
day to day for ever afterward. A ‘polder” is any 
basin made dry, and the greatest polder of all is the 
“lowlands” of Holland, for right below the level of 


25 


the outer water there was a swamp, if not the sea ; just 
as the smaller polder was drained, it has to be kept 
drained, so the whole of the lowlands reclaimed from 
the waters are kept only by continual and strenuous 
labor, and it is a perfectly true saying in Holland that 
its safety may be questioned merely by half an inch of 
water. 

A system of impoldering from the sea by the con- 
joint action of nature and of man is be- 
ing accomplished in various parts of the 
country. The ocean leaves against the 
dike faces, rapidly at first, more slowly 
as the deposits mount higher, layer upon 
layer of clay, and at last keeps a dry 
head above the waters save at high tide. 
Once lifted above the sea level the em- 
bryo dike becomes covered witha growth, 
and while agriculture is not possible, for 
the high tide still overruns them, sheep 
and eattle are allowed to graze upon 
them and at length when the soil has 
mounted sufficiently high to secm to jus- 
tify impoldering, they are encircled by 
dikes, and the work of reclamation goes 
on. Farmers assist the work of nature 
by digging ditches which catch the mud 
and thus begin the operation. When a 
dike is threatened by a flood it is pro- 
tected by osiers placed upon its face, and 
if the waters appear likely to mount over 
the dike then the dike slopes are tempo- 
rarily heightened by planks and the 
polder proprietors have tosupply laborers 
as in feudal days the proprietors sup- 
plied soldiers. Property of all kinds 
may be appropriated, and where very heroic measures 
are required even houses have been destroyed. Nat- 
urally every care is taken to regulate the rivers as far 
as possible. The canals of Holland are its salient fea- 
ture, and they assist not only commerce, but also the 
schemes of drainage. The North Holland Canal which 
cost over $6,000,000, is the most famous, but Ymuiden 
Canal is, while not picturesque, the one 
principally used. It is called the North 
Sea Canal. The new lock at Ymuiden is 
135 feet in length, 82 feet wide, 33 feet 
deep. 

The whole story of the fascinating fight 
of the waters forces upon us the consid- 
eration that, however, brilliant and dar- 
ing and successful it has been, if it had 
not an enduring and ennobling influence 
upon the national character, then it 
would have been in vain. No estimate 
of Holland and the Hollanders is complete 
that omits the consideration of the pic- 
ture of the whole nation going about 
their daily work peacefully, below the 
level of the sea, secure in the construc- 
tive skill and patience and daring which 
have bridled its powers and opposes a 
barrier to its assaults. 

——"eoo___—__- 

THE following formula is given for ob- 
taining phosphorescent prints upon pa- 
per: Water, 500 cubic centimeters; white 
gelatine, 125 grammes; glycerine, 1 
gramme. The solution is made over a 
water bath, and while the mixture is well 
stirred, 350 grammes of phosphorescent sulphide of 
calcium, mixed with a little sub-nitrate of bismuth, is 
added. The paper is coated with two layers of the 
mixture, and afterward a layer of copal varnish or 
shellac may be given if it is to be much exposed. This 
process is said to succeed very well either with nega- 
tives or superposed objects. 


The port plate (see first-page engraving) will be laid on the inclined edges. 
Turret Armor (Harveyized) of the United States Battleship “ Alabama.” 
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Automobile News. 

A trip from Berlin to Paris has been made by Herr 
Arthur Reuter, who started from Berlin on the 27th of 
May, and reached Paris on the 5th of June. The 
route followed included the cities of Madgeburg, 
Brunswick, Hanover and Cologne; Aix-la-Chapelle 
and Liegé ; Namur, Givet and Rheims, making a total 
distance of 715 miles. Herr. Reuter stayed two days at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, and at Liegé ; he covered the distance 
from Liege to Paris in 21 hours. 


At the last general meeting of the Automobile Club 
of France a number of questions were warmly dis- 
cussed. The opposition party contended that the 
club should do more for the encouragement of the au- 
tomobile industry, seeing that it has a large revenue at 
its disposal, and the other party maintained that it was 
to meet the expenses connected with the establishment; 
this and and other questions led toa stormy discus- 
sion. After the general meeting, a number of promi- 
nent members handed in their resignations as comumit- 
tee men, and decided to found a new club, this to re- 
ceive the name of Moto Club of France. 


An important agreement has been concluded between 
the seven principal French railway companies and the 
Belt Railway of Paris, by which the conditions have 
been fixed for accepting vehicles of all kindsas ordinary 
baggage. The text of the agreement is as follows: 
The following will be accepted as baggage under the 
usual conditions established for baggage of all kinds, 
especially that their dimensions are such that they may 
be easily put into the baggage car, namely, motocycles, 
automobile tricycles and automobile carriages ; when 
unpacked their weight is not to exceed 330 pounds; 
when packed in boxes, the weight is limited to 220 
pounds. 


A number of experiments will soon be made by the 
German army with different types of automobiles for 
military service; the raiiway brigade has charge of 
the matter and are to make a series of trials in the open 
country, in the neighborhood of Eberswalde, a small 
town about 25 miles from Berlin; the trials will be 
made under the supervision of the lieuteuant- general, 
nine officers of the general staff, eleven captains, two 
officers of the engineering corps, a number of subordi- 
nate officers, artificers and privates. In France a se- 
ries of grand maneuvers will take place this year in 
the eastern part of the country, in which a number of 
different types of automobile will be tried, such as 
petroleum and electric vehicles, motocycles, besides a 
number of heavy Scotte traction engines for the trans- 
portation of freight and baggage. The experiments are 
to be carried out on a large scale, and the organization 
has been entrusted to Mr. Journu, who has been for 
some time past engaged in the special study of apply- 
ing the automobilz to military purposes. 


An interesting automobile féte has been held re- 
cently at Vincennes Park, which closed the contest of 
touring vehicles; it was the first official féte organized 
at Vincennes by the Exposition Aduwinistration, and 
served in some measure to inaugurate this annex to 
the Exposition, which is to contain many of the auto- 
mobile exhibits. The race track around the lake was 
filled with various types of automobiles, their number 
being estimated at 300, representing a total value of 
3,000,000 frances. The féte consisted of different dis- 
plays of skill by the conductors, evolutions of automo- 
biles, and tests of the brakes, and a procession of all 
the vehicles, many of which were decorated with flow- 
ers. In the tribune were many persons prominent in 
automobile affairs, among whom were the Baron de 
Zuyler, President of the Automobile Club; Messrs. 
Jeantaud, Forrestier, Krieger, E. M. Mix, Postel-Vinay 
and others. Most of the machines were of the petro- 
leum type, a notable exception being a heavy covered 
freight wagon, made by the Postel-Vinay Company, 
which also constructs the Thoimson-Houston material 
for France. It was conducted by Mr. E. M. Mix, chief 
engineer of the company. The motors are of peculiar 
design, and are placed in the extreme rear; the accu- 
mulator box is placed between the front and rear 
axles. The touring races, which were held previous to 
the féte, were not satisfactory, owing to the restric- 
tions as to speed, etc., wade by the authorities, and 
it has been decided that a fresh competition will take 
place within a month. 


Among the electric automobiles especially remarked 
at the eighth annual exposition which has been re- 
cently held at Brussels, is the four-seated phton con- 
structed by the Lefert Company of Ghent. It is cap- 
able of making a run of 43 miles at a speed of 19 miles 
per hour. The body of the vehicle is constructed of 
polished Canada birch, giving it a pleasing appearance. 
It is provided with a motor of the Lundell type, of 3144 
horse power, which is supplied by a set of forty-two 
Tudor batteries. The weight of the vehicle is 1,200 
kilogrammes and that of the accumulators, 600. The 
capacity of the batteries is 150 ampere hours at a rate 
of discharge of 13 amperes, at a discharge of 22 amperes, 
110 ampere hours are given. A large electric gong, 
whose contact is operated by a pedal, gives a loud 
signai and replaces to advantage the trumpet with 
tubker bulk generally used in Europe, Two pedal 
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brakes. are provided, one of which, the weaker, acts 
directly upon the differential, the other being a strong 
brake of the band type. The different speeds are ob- 
tained by the displacement of a lever whose operation 
is very simple and the four points are used for the 
starting or for the speeds of 9, 18 01° 25 miles per hour. 
Another type of electric automobile, shown at the ex- 
position, is a hotel omnibus of eight places, built by the 
Société l’Electrique. Its rear axle is provided with 
two Westinghouse motors of 4 horse power... The ac- 
cumulators used are of the Julien make of an improved 


pattern ; of these 40 cells are used. The total weight of 


the omnibus is 4;180 pounds, and the accumulators 
weigh 1,540 pounds. The capacity of the batteries is 
150 ampere hours ; a speed of 9 miles per hour may be 
reached,.which permits the omnibus to cover a distance 
of 25 miles without recharging. 
SS Ene, 
A COMPENSATION TIE-PLATE, 

To prevent the uneven settling of rails in softwood 
or partly-decayed railroad ties and reduce the conse- 
quent tilting of rails or spreading of track in curvature 
a tie-plate has been designed and patented by Mr. 
Henry Herden, Chief Engineer of the Buffalo and Sus- 
quehanna Railroad, Galeton, Penn., in Which the two 
ends of the plate when in position under the rail, pre- 
sent different areas of contact with the tie at the inner 
and outer edges of the rail hase. These contact areas 
conform more proportionally to the different loads to 
which the ties at the base of the rail are subjected, the 
greater loads taking effect at the outside of the rail. 
The plate having greater area at the outside of the rail 
will offer more resistance to penetration into the wood 
than the opposite end, causing the plate to settle more 
uniformly,whereby, it is claimed, that the rails are as- 
sisted in maintaining their position at right angles to 
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the surface of the tie when soft wood is used or mate- 
rial which has become defective froin age or service, 
and that tilting of the rail and spreading of track is 
prevented. The life of the ties as well as of the rails and 
wheels is therefore prolonged. The econowical distri- 
bution of material in this plate reduces its weight, 
there being no surplus material used next to the in- 
side of the rail, as our illustrations show. The plate is 
provided with three triangular lugs, cut out and bent 
at right angles to the plate and designed to penetrate 
the fibers of the wood in a diagonal direction. 

i 

The Operations of the Kiel Canal. 

The administration of the,Kiel Canal, Germany, has 
lately published a report for the yearincluded between 
April 1, 1898, and March 31, 1899. The number of ves- 
sels which have passed through the canal during that 
period reached 25,816, of which 11,005 represent steam 
vessels and 14,811 saiiing vessels, etc. The total ton- 
nage is estimated at 3,117,840. These figures show an 
increase over the preceding year of 2,708 vessels and 
648,000 tons. The receipts of the canal during the year 
amount to about $400,000, which is an increase of $80,- 
000, or 20 per cent. As to the different nations using 
the cana], Germany naturally takes the lead with 87 
per cent of the total number of vessels, and 68 per 
cent of the tonnage; England has about 9 per cent, 
which is an increase over the preceding year. . Den- 
mark and Sweden have respectively 6°9 and 5°7 per 
cent, showing a slight diminution. Russia, whose pro- 
portion was 2°54 per cent in 1897-98, has now 2°29. From 
a financial point of view, the situation is considerably 
better than for the preceding period, the deficit being 
but $108,000 against $245,000. The receipts have in- 
creased about 26 per cent and the expenses diminished 
9 per cent. The report brings out the fact that as the 
Kiel Canal has been constructed mainly from a strategic 
point of view, it is not to be expected that it will give 
any considerable profit ; nevertheless, the constant in- 
crease in the revenue leads one to expect that the re- 
ceipts may in time come to equal and even exceed the 
expense of waintenanees, 
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Electrical Notes, 
Electric lights are being installed experimentally in 
the Imperial Court, at Tokio, Japan. 
A New York company is to establish a factory in 
Milan for the purpose of the manufacture of. electric 
traction. material. 


It has been found by experiment that a thick coat- 
ing of nickel can be obtained by using the ordin- 
ary plating solution and passing both alternating and 
direct currents through the bath. 


A wireless telegraph service has been opened be- 
tween the German island of Borkum and the Borkum 
Reef Lightship, in the North Sea. Ships are reported 
by this means between the hours of 6 A. M. and 8 P. M. 


A Viennese dentist while experimenting at the Hy- 
gienic Institute at Wurzburg, claims to have discov- 
ered the successful application of electricity for the 
destruction of bacteria. It is said that the treatment 
is very simple. 

The overhead trolley system not only damages un- 
derground pipes, but it also injures trees. Wherever 
a cable touches a branch it rapidly decays and the tree 
eventually dies. Serious complaints of this nature are 
made at Bay Ridge, N. Y. 


The South Chicago Street Railway Company has 
introduced whiskbrooms. and clothes brushes on its 
cars. They are kept in a small cabinet in the forward 
end of the car, and passengers are invited to use these 
articles on the rear platform. 


The technical school for the textile industry at Aix- 
la-Chapelle has recently been fitted with machinery 
for dyeing, bleaching and printing fabrics. The ma- 
chinery is on aconsiderable scale. Electrical bleaching 
is also done, platinum-iridium electrodes being used. 
Great attention is paid to the strengthening of the 
fibers before and after testing. 


The principal switch towers and cabins on the Lon- 
don and Northwestern Railway are to be provided 
with electrical motive power for working the switches 
and signals. At present it requires some time and con- 
siderable exertion to pull the weight of along length 
of rod or chain. The new system will enable the 
switches to be worked much wore rapidly. 


All vessels passing through the Suez Canal must 
satisfy the agents of the Canal Company that they have 
on board one electric searchlight of a power sufficient 
to illuminate the channel fora distance of 4,000 feet 
ahead, and constructed so as to admit of rapid splitting 
up of the beam into separate segments with a dark 
sector in the middle, and also, says The Electrician, 
with electric lights capable of lighting up a circular 


‘area 700 feet in diameter. 


A miniature electric railway is in course of construc- 
tion in a small private park at Macon, Mo. The 
railway is a mile in length and the gage is 8 feet 2 
inches. Each ear will accommodate eight passengers, 
and the train will be lighted by ineandescent lamps. 
Current will besupplied from a nearby academy power 
plant. The railway is being built for the benefit 
of children of wealthy families, one of which owns 
the park through which the line runs. 


In the yards of the Atchison, Topeka and, Santa Fé 
Railway, at Fort Madison, Iowa, electricity is used 
to light the signals. The ordinary switch lamp is 
used with an 8-candle power incandescent lamp inside 
fitted toa socket. The current is brought to the sig- 
nal post or switch stand in underground conduits, and 
is arranged so as to enter the lamp at the top. The 
experiment is said to be highly satisfactory, and it does 
away with lamp tenders. The electric lights are very 
safe from extinguishinent by wind or the jar of a pass- 
ing train. 


A brief digest of an article relating to electroscopes 
appears in the Elektrotechnische Zeitschrift, the au- 
thor describing a vacunm electroscope which he had 
had constructed for experimental purposes. The ap- 
paratus has the form of a pear about 12 em. in length, 
its top consisting of a hollow aluminium ball which 
rests upon an aluminium wire welded into the glass. 
The wire projects into the interior of the electroscope, 
where it takes the form of a flat ribbon, to which the 
broad pendulum leaves are attached, these latter 
being of aluminium foil about 1 cm. long and 14% 
mm. broad. In the lower portion of the glass bulb 
aretwo platinum wires welded into the sides of the 
bulb, the distance between them amounting to about 
04 mm. Experiments with the instrument proved 
the vacuum to be a perfeet insulator, and that in- 
tensive electrostatic effects might be obtained in the 
same. The ordinary electroscope experiments suc- 
ceeded when applied to the apparatus, though the 
heavy charges on the glass walls which occurred dur- 
ing these experiments had a disturbing influence. 
When the apparatus was observed in a dark room, no 
traze of luminosity was apparent in it during the oc 
currence of strong electrostatic effects. Discharges of 
electricity into a vacuum are therefore dark, from 
which it may be concluded that the phenomena of 
light are dependent upon the ,presence of ponderable 
material. 
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A CALIFORNIA CYCLEWAY. 
BY CHARLES FREDERICK HOLDER. 

Among the many new constructions that are to be 
Been in Southern California none are of more prac- 
tical interest than the Pasadena cycle way, now near- 
ing completion and already opened to the public for 
bicycles and motorcycles. Southern California has 
especial attractions to the wheelman, as the season is 
the whole year. The winter, which is virtually lost 
in the East, is open here, and really the most 
delight a ful time, when the country has taken 
on a coat of green and is radiant with wild 
flowers. This fact and the assurance of good 
roads all over the State brings out numbers 
of wheelmen, and a conservative estimate 
places the wheels in Los Angeles and Pasadena, 
resident and visiting, at thirty thousand, and 
the inventors of wheels at five thousand. 

The Pasadena and Los Angeles cycleway is 
a movement to provide the wheelman witha 
perfect road, with a minimum grade between 
two cities nine miles apart and at different 
altitudes. .The inventor and promotor of the 
novel schemeis a wealthy resident and trustee 
of the city of. Pasadena, Mr. Horace Dobbins, 
he being the president of the company, the 
vice-president is ex-Governor H. H. Markham. 
The cycleway, which it is believed is the only 
one of its kind in the world, is an elevated 
perfectly adjusted road running from the heart 
of Pasadena to the plaza of Los Angeles. In 
appearance it somewhat resembles the ele- 
vated road in New York, being apparently as 
high in places; but it is built of wood in- 
stead of iron, yet strong enough to bear the 
equipment and ear service of an electric road. 
The accompanying photograph shows the 
section leading from the depot in Pasadena 
proper to the site of the former Raymond 
Hotel. Here it makes a turn and continues 
on to South Pasadena, then through a beauti- 
ful country flanked by green hills, with every- 
where a view of the range of the Sierras 
that are often covered with snow. In fact, one 
object of the cycleway is to give a scenic route 
through one of the charming localities of South- 
ern California. 

The portion shown is but one-half of the 
road ; in brief, when the cycleway is complete, 
it will be twice as wide, which warrants the 
assumption that the promotors may have some ad- 
ditional object in view—something else than to afford 
wheelmen and wheelwomen a perfect road. Whether 
this is true has not been given out, but a few days 
ago an automobile owned by a resident of Pasadena, 
was run out upon the cycleway and went speeding 
toward Los Angeles under the most perfect conditions ; 
and it was evident that if the road permitted an auto- 
mobile to run upon it, it would soon become very 
popular—a literal sky route to Los Angeles 
for these vehicles. 

A critical examination of the cycleway is 
interesting, showing it to be a somewhat 
remarkable piece of engineering. The pro- 
position has becn to give wheelmen a grade 
from Los Angeles to Pasadena up hill and 
a decided rise at that which will not be 
appreciable, and this has been accomplished. 
The roadway ranges from 38 to 50 feet in 
height, giving a maximum grade of but 
three per cent; and this but for two thou- 
sand feet; at all other points it will not 
be greater than 1 percent. This is about 
the grade of Broadway in Los Angeles in 
the heart of the city, and not appreciable 
to the average wheelian. The cycleway, 
with its heavy wire sides painted dark green, 
is not an objectionable feature, as it winds 
away through the hills like a gigantic snake. 
It is at present wide enough to hold four 
wheels abreast, and has the right of way 
for a duplication in width. The timber used 
in the construction is Oregon pine ; 1,250,000 
feet were required to complete it, and twenty 
miles of heavy wire netting. 

At intervals of 200 feet over the center, 
incandescent lights are being placed, which 
at night will convert the cycleway into a 
gleaming scrpent. The terminal stations are 
Moorish in design; one being placed near 
the Hotel Green in the business center of Pas- 
adena, and the other at the plaza in Los Angeles, At 
these buildings, which will be equipped with the facili- 
ties of a railway depot, will be a department for renting 
bicycles and motorcycles; also a-repair shop. So 
one may rent a wheel at Pasadena, and run down to 
Los Angeles and leave it there if desired, or vice versa ; 
or a motorcycle can be taken at either city, leaving the 
cycleway and carrying the passenger to any part of the 
eity. 

The route of the road was selected by the inventor 
with great care, and as a result of several years’ work 
in securing rights of way aud legislative action, The 
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track runs through Pasadena, South Pasadena, High- 
land Park, down the picturesque Arroyo Seco, follow- 
ing the Los Angeles hills into the city. These hills 
form a picturesque feature of the region ; they are very 
abrupt, and surround an attractive little valley, and 
are in reality the broken up foothills of the Sierra 
Madre Range. Here the cycleway will have its casino 
that will doubtless prove an attractive feature. The 


crown of one of the most beautiful of these hills has 
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BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE CYCLEWAY. 


been selected from which a magnificent view of the 
surrounding country is to be had. Merlemount, as the 
casino is called, standsin the center of a part of one 
hundred acres, reached from the cycleway by walks, 
wheel or motorcycle. ‘This is being laid out into walks 
and various conveniences for wheelmen. The casino 
itself will be delightful in its beauty of situation and 
equipment. The building will be 200 feet in length, 
surrounded by a broad piazza and protected by a 


qin 


“GLENARM CURVE” ON THE CYCLEWAY BETWEEN PASADENA AND 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 


wealth of tropical and semi-tropical plants. At one 
end will be a circular rack for ladies’ wheels and a 
ladies’ waiting room fitted up in the Turkish fashion. 
Besides these there will be reception rooms, café and 
restaurant, while-part of the basement is to be a Swiss 
dairy complete in all its furnishings. 

From this hill one of the most comprehensive views 
in Southern California is obtained. The Sierra Mad- 
res—a wall 6,000 feet in height—overshadow the San 
Gabriel Valley, not 10 miles distant. To the east rise 
the peaks of Mt. San Antonio; Mt. San Jacinto and 
Mt. San Bernardino (wentinele of the land of the orange 
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and olive), rising 9,000 and 11,000 feet in the air on the 
edge of the great California Desert. To the south and 
west, the blue waters in the Pacific glisten in the sun, 
and twenty miles out to sea can be seen the island 
of Santa Catalina. The intervening country is the 
garden spot of the State, with acres of lime, lemon, 
orange, and olive trees and almost all the important 
fruits of the world. 

The cost of this cycleway is insignificant when every- 
thing is considered, being but $187,500. The 
toll is ten cents by book tickets between Pasa- 
dena and Los Angeles (eighteen miles), the 
park and other features being free. This toll 
permits a bicycle or motorcycle to enter the 
cycleway, and ride up and down all day, if 
desired. It has been estimated that if half of 
the wheelmen in the two cities patronize the 
road once a month it will give the cycleway 
an income of $20,000 per year, which would 
seem a very conservative estimate as the roads 
on Sunday between Los Angeles and Pasadena 
are often filled with wheelinen, who ride 
through the dust, taking the heavy grade be- 
tween the cities without question; and that the 
Majority of them would choose the perfectly 
smooth road is without doubt. It is to be 
hoped that the cycleway will be the financial 
success, as it promises to bé a boon to thou- 
sands of devotees of the wheel in Southern 
California, and, doubtless, will be the initative 
for such roadways all over the country—cer- 
tainly in the vicinity of the large cities. 

ES 2S Se 
The Castle of Ulysses. 

In Ithaca there are ruins which are generally 
known as the |Castle of Ulysses. Although 
cyclopean walls with gate openings are found, 
and the site, which is 400 feet above the sea, 
was adapted for the residence of a pirate chief, 
many archeologists have been doubtful wheth- 
er the identification of the place should con- 
tinue to be accepted. Dr. Dirpfeld has been 
provided with funds to undertake a more 
thorough exploration of the ruins than has 
hitherto been attempted. Several years ago 
he examined the island of Ithaca and fixed 
on a site in another partof it. He has since 
come to the conclusion that the residence of 
Ulysses is not to be found there, but in the 
island of Leucadia or Santa Mora and near the 
town of Leucas, which some have identified as the 
Homeric Nericus. Leucadia, it will be remembered, 
has poetic associations, for from one of {the cliffs 
Sapho committed suicide. She was passionately in 
love with a beautiful youth named Phaon, andas she 
failed to obtain a return of affection, she is said to 
have thrown herself from the promontory under the 
belief that those who took that leap would be cured 
of their love, if not destroyed. In some ways Leucadia 
corresponds more closely with the description 
in the Odyssey than does Ithaca, but it will 
undoubtedly be difficult to persuade scholars 
to abandon such an ancient tradition. 

Se 
The July Building Edition. 

The Juiy issue of the SCIENTIFIC AMERI- 
CAN BUILDING EDITION is the 117th number 
of this periodical. It contains many inter. 
esting features such as ‘‘A Tile Front of a 
Russian Sanctuary at the Paris Exposition,” 
‘Staircase Hall of the Breakers, Newport, 
R.I., ‘* The Heart Country Seat at Pleason- 
ton, Cal.” There is also a page of “Stair 
and Arch Details.” A number of houses 
of various prices are illustrated. All of our 
readers may not know that pictures of 
houses are only published after the house 
has been actually built, wash drawings or 
elevations not being used. 

——— «»e -—__ 
The Current Supplement, 

The current SUPPLEMENT, number 1280, 
has many valuable articles. The front page 
is given up toan article on “ Frost Fight- 
ing,” by Alex. McAdie and shows how the 
orange and lemon crops are protected in 
California. It is fully illustrated. ‘‘The 
Art and Craft of Garden-Making” is a _ re- 
view of anewbook. “ The Means of Defense 
of Animals,” Part IV., deals with protection 
against living animals. The Palace of Elec- 
tricity at the Paris Exposition is illustrated. ‘‘ Cotton 
Supplies ” is by John A. Banister. 


Contents. 
(Illustrated articles are marked with an asterisk.) 


Armor plate*.. Holland’s fight with the waters.. 
Inventions, index of.. 
98 | Inventions recently pate 
Kiel Canal, operation of.. 
as Nail forming machine’*.... 
- 18] Notes and queries Niigl 
Radiography, improvement in.... 
Steamships ana docks, ning: 


upblery ight, current, 
plates tense we ier . 
eeens OMET OL rresee, gedengeces 


Building eRdition, July 
Castle of Ulysses. Bathe toromfee 
Compound, curious chemical 
Coupling for air-brake* 
Cycleway, California’ 
Docks, fireproof.. 
Electrical notes: 


Myoslion ne not Snare vin Bi 


aes hea 


28 


Scientific 


Aivevican. 


JULY 14, Ig00. 


RECENTLY PATENTED INVENTIONS. 


Agricultural Implements, 


BEAN-CLEANER. —Caaruzs W., James J., and 
Wion P. Tuomas, Sawyer, N. Y. The purpose of the 
invention is to provide a means for screening and clean- 
ing beans. For thie purpose a screening-mill combined 
with a brush is employed, by which brush the beans are 
polished and discharged from the machine. To the 
brush a feed-pipe is attached, projecting up through the 
top of the casing into proximity with a spout extending 
from the screening device. The feed-pipe is of greater 
diameter than the spout, to insure the feeding of the 
material from the shaking spout to the feed-pipe. 


CANE-FEEDING DEVICE.—José Exieio TALLEt, 
Matanzas, Cuba. The device comprises an elevated 
track or frame on which a car is mounted, the bottom of 
which is composed of cross-bars upwardly-extending, 
dividing members carried by the cross-bars. Cane-re- 
ceiving bars are fixedly supported by one end and extend 
transversely over the cross-bars when the car is at one 
end of its travel. The cane is dumped upon the car, 
while the car is beneath the cane-bars. The car being 
then slowly moved outward, the cane is gradually and 
regwarly dumped upon an endless conveyer in regular 
quantities to the crushing machinery. 


CORN-PLANTER.—Marcus R. Yates, FRANK P. 
Lieut, and ELLiotrr HEt™MEBAUGH, Pendleton, Ore. The 
novention is an attachment to a sulky corn-planter, for 
check-sowing or dropping the corn directly opposite 
each hill in the adjoining rows. The planter can be op- 
orated without the aid of a check wire or rope to 
drop the seed perfectly and at the same time mark s0 
that the operator, without leaving his position on the 
seat of the planter, can readily determine if the machine 
is operating correctly. 


Mechanical Devices. 


DEEP-WELL PUMP.—SipnEyY M. and Joun Pot- 
son, Laclede, Mo. The object of the inventors has been 
to construct a pump which could pass within a compara- 
tively-small casing. though of large capacity. With this 
object in view, two pistons are used, placed in tandem and 
arranged so that one operates while the pump-rod is 
moving in one direction and the other while the pump- 
rod is moving in the other direction. 


J ACK.--CHartes W. Doane, West Lake, La. The 
jack is especially designed for handling timbers in bridge- 
work, It can be clamped to the side of the timber, 
whether round or square, and used for lifting anuther 
timber alongside; or it can be supported on any conve- 
nient base and clamped to a timber in order to lift that 
timber. The jack can be used in a vertical, horizontal 
or inclined position. 


DEFIBRATING-MACHINE.—ManveEL A. ToRRE, 
Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. The machine is designed to 
clean vegetable fibers and particularly to scutch leaves. 
It is exceedingly simple in construction, inasmuch as a 
single conveying-wheel is employed. The leaf is thor- 
oughly scutched, for the reason that it is alternately 
seized at its opposite ends, the raising action of a central 
chain (constituting one of three endless, flexible connec- 
tions engaging the conveying-wheel) insuring the en- 
gagement of a lowermost chain with the proper end por- 
tion of the leaf. 


HOIST.—Epuéce B. Acuéx, Labadieville, La. This 
invention provides a dumping-hoist designed particu- 
larly for use on sugar plantations to carry the cane from 
the farm-wagons to the tramcar in which the cane is 
conveyed to the mills. The apparatus considerably fa- 
cilitates the work by the employment of two dumping- 
carriers of special construction, which can be worked 
alternately, so that when one is dumping, the other is 
loading. 


WEIGHING-MACHINE. — Epwarp W. ¢ OLLINs. 
Coalville, Iowa. The purpose of this invention is to pro- 
vide means for controlling the feed of granular material 
to a weighing machine--a purpose which is attained bya 
Rovel valve mechanism, comprising a main and an aux- 
iliary valve hung on and actuated by the scale-beam. 
The auxiliary valve serves to cut off the major portion of 
the material to be weighed; and the main valve serves 
subsequently to cut off completely the supply of the 
material. By this arrangement of main and auxiliary 
valves, asimple device is provided for regulating the 
supply to the scale-beam. 


FRUIT-PARING MACHINE. — Haven M. Harr, 
Ludington, Mich. On the framework of the machine a 
paring-disk is mounted and a fruit-holder is pivoted. A 
pulley and band connect the fruit-holder with a driving- 
shaft, whereby when the frame is moved hackward and 

. forward, the fruit being pared is respectively removed 
from or pressed against the paring-disk, thus enabling 
the operator to regulate the preesure against the paring- 
disk to correspond with the firmness or softness of the 
fruit. 


REVOLVER.—CarIsTopHER D. McDONALD, Vance. 
Colo. ‘In a former patent the inventor described and 
claimed a revolver in which the handle portion is pro- 
vided with rigidly-attached upper and lower extensicns 
inclosing the cylinder-space, and the barrel is vertically 
hinged between the forward ends of the rigid extensions 
and bears the revolving cylinder, which swings out when 
the barrel is deflected about the joint at the two forward 
extensions of the haudle. The present invention is based 
on the same principle, but provides an improved means 
of articulation, so that the weapon can be readily broken, 
the shel] ejected, and the chamber reloaded. 


MOLDING-MACHINE.—Martraew F. ALLEN, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. The invention provides a device which 
can produce castings for ‘‘ metal hollow ware” more 
rapidly than by present methods, and which can be 
moved about over the foundry floor. so that the sand 
can be shoveled directly from the floor into the machine 
and the finished molds deposited upon the floor back of 
the machine, thus obviating the necessity of transport- 
ing the sand to the machine and the molds from the 
machine to the floor. With this apparatus it is possible 
to mold and pour contiruously. 


RAG-ENGINE.—Epwapp A. JONEs, Pittsfield, Mass. 
This engine is arranged to relieve the beating drums of 
unnecessary pressure of the entering pulp, thus saving 


avoid streaks. The inventor employs a backfall having 
its face adjacent to the beating-drums provided with 
spaced-apart sets of ribs for mixing the pulp after leav- 
ing the drum. 


AUTOMATIC AIR-PUMP.—Cicrro M. Hossy, San 
Diego, Cal. The construction devised can be used as 
well for exhausting as for compressing air. The novel 
features of the invention are to be found in a receptacle 
closed to the atmosphere and having a liquid-inlet, a 
valved air-inletand a valved air-outlet, asiphon connected 
with the receptacle, and a valved connection between the 
arch of the siphon and the air-outlet. The use of a 
closed receptacle very radically affects the usual action 
of the siphon. 


Railway-A ppliances. 


AUTOMATIC CAR-AXLE LUBRICATOR.—PIER- 
Pont T. Laneapon, Audubon, Minn. The lubricator 
comprises a trough in the axle-box, having two flanges 
extending up at the sides of the axle-journal. On one 
end of each flange is a hook, and on thefreeend of the 
axle-journal is a cap-plate, radially projected and provided 
with a circular edge. The hooks on the side flangesof the 
trough engage with the edge. A scraper blade is mounted 
on the end of each side flange below the hook. These 
blades come in contact with the cap-plate to scrape the 
lubricant therefrom into the trough. 


STOCK-CAR. — Harry C. Carson, Virden, III. 
This invention ig an improvement for changing stock- 
cars from single-deck to double-deck and vice versa. 
The car has vertical side studs or uprights and alined 
blocks, both of like thickness and witdh. The blocks are 
separated from the studs by narrow gpaces which receive 
cross-bars. Floor-sections which have parallel cross- 
cleats on the under side, and side notches are adapted to 
receive the previously-mentioned studs and blocks, so 
thatthe section may slide up and down thereon. Sup- 
porting- posts are connected with the cross-bars und are 
adapted to enter sockets therein and in the floor of the 
car. The cleats are separated to accommodate the cross- 
bars between them as required when its floor is elevated, 
and are arranged in pairs separated to receive a bar and 
post between them us required when the floor is lowered. 


JOURNAL-BOX AND LID.—Jonn D. Murray, 
Albany, N. Y. The journal-box has a recess in-its top and 
a hinged lid. A plate-spring is fastened to the inner 
face of the lid, the upper freeend of the spring being 
curved in to pass under the upper rim of the box opening 
into the recess. The spring constantly pulle the lid uni- 
formly against the seat when the lid is closed, to render 
the box dust-proof. 


Miscellaneous Inventions. 


NOZZLE.—Victor C. Swanson, Salem, S.D. The 
nozzle is so constructed that it can be turned to different 
angular positions ‘ith respect to the head of the hose, 
and for that reason is particularly serviceable in cleaning 
boilers provided with small handholes not of sufficient 
size tou enable a workman to insert both hands in the 
boiler. 

BUCKLE. — Emanuret Reyuine, Manhattan, New 
York city. This buckle has two interlocking members, 
each comprising a metal shell containing a wooden block 
in which an eye is secured projecting beyond theshell to 
engage akeeper. The front faces of the two members 
are perfectly flat and can be readily ornamented to en- 
hance the appearance of the buckle. If desired, a sim- 
ple ornament can be applied to one of the members, so 
as to give the buckle the appearanceof being of one 
piece. The construction of the buckle is far stronger 
than that ordinarily employed. 


PROCESS OF MANUFACTURING LIME AND 
CARBONIC ACID.—GustarFr M. WEsTmMAN, Manhattan, 
New York city. By this process, both lime and carbon 
dioxid are produced for the market. In the apparatus a 
mixture of highly-heated carbon dioxid and steam passes 
into and up through a column of limestone, converting 
the latter into calcium oxid. The expelled carbon di- 
oxid is then charged with water, which causes the heat 
of the gas to convert the water into steam, thereby re- 
ducing the temperature. A portion of the cooled gas 
charged with steam is then conducted into a regenerator 
and highly heated therein, and used in turn for expelling 
carbon dioxid from the lime. Finally, the calcium oxid 
is drawn from the base of the column. 


SMOKER’S PIPE. Cuaruzs E. ANGELL, Salt Lake 
City, Utuh. A passage in the mouthpiece of this pipe is 
turned upward at its discharge end and opens at the 
side. A distributer-plate bound rigidly to the mouth- 
Piece is located over the discharge end of the passage 
and deflects the smoke. By these means the fumes are 
evenly distributed in the smoker’s mouth, not concen- 
trating upon the point of the tongue as in the ordinary 
form. This Construction prevents liquid charged with 
nicotin from entering the mouth. 


WRITING-1T'ABLET.—EtisHa D. Hursut, JR., | 


Brooklyn, and Dwieat TEeRRy, Manhattan, New York 
city. This device keeps double-sheet writing- paper in con- 
venient pad form for writing and for blotting the writing 
without danger of soiling the paper. It consists of a 
back of stiff material, a series of folded sheets of paper 
superimposed on the back, each half of each double 
sheet heing free at its top, bottom, and outer edges from 
the other half of the same sheet, thus enabling the 
halves to be turned over successively. There are also 


provided a detachable connecting medium at the creases ' 


of the sheet, a blotter at the opposite edge of the back, 
and flexible connections between the near edges of the 
back on ote hand and the cover and blotter on the 


other, the width of the connections being about equal to i 


the thickness of the pad formed by the superimposed 
leaves. 

GLOVE.—Henry SINCLAIR DELAMERE. Ferndale, Cal. 
The slitted wrist portion of this glove has devices for fast- 
ening the sides of the slittogether. A hand portion with 
short Open-ended finger portions has a slit extending 
from the outer edge of the little finger portion along the 
outer edge of the hand portion to the beginning of the 
wrist portion. A lacing on the slitted edge connects the 
outer and the inner hand portions with each other along 
the slit, and holds a hand-dressing in place on the hand 
of the wearer. The wrist-fastenings serve to hold the 
glove in position on the hand to prevent accidental dis- 


BUTTON-DISPLAYING DEVICE.—MererR Harz- 
BERG, St. Paul, Minn. Cullar and cuff-buttons and 
similar articles which need attractive display can be 
quickly inserted and removed in this device, which con- 
sists of a plate, having rows of tongues, each tongue 
with an upper narrow neck attached to its upper end to 
the base, and a lower, wider body fixed at its lower end 
tothe same. The plate is adapted to receive the base of 
a collar or similar button beneath the lower, wider por- 
tion of the two tongues of adjacent rows. The plate is 
preferably made of thin metal, although pasteboard, 
celluloid, or other material can be used. 


NIPPLE-HOLDER. — CuRIsTIAN W. MEINECKE, 
Jersey City, N. J. The nipple-holder is a decided im- 
provement upon a similar device previously patented, 
in so far asthe holder is rendered more effective than 
heretofore and is stronger and less liable to disarrange- 
ment. The construction is simple; the few parts re- 
quired can be readily aseembled. 


VEHICLE-TIRE.—HEnry H. Gerwarnvt, Nashville, 
Tenn. Around the rim, a sectional tire is disposed, each 
section consisting of a series of disks secured to the 
rim, and one or more of the sections consisting of a 
smaller number of disks than the other and serving as a 
key or keys to fill the space between the ends of the 
longer sections. The short section or sections are inde- 
pendently secured to the rim. A very durable tire is 
produc:d by the use of leather strips held together by 
nails or a suitable binding substance, 


BLOTI'ING-PAD. — Anton D. Givueck, Newark, 
N.J. This simple device is a small pad held on the 
small finger during writing, by means of an elastic band, 
The pad acts both as a support for the hand and aga 
blotter. Actual tests of the pad have proven that it is 
very useful in such work as posting books, when the 
amount of each entry is small and the writer desires to 
turn the page to post another entry. 


WATCH-WHEEL GAGE.—Rosert L. MarsHatt, 
Elizabethtown, Ky. The device accurately determines 
whether all points on the periphery of a balance-wheel 
are equidistant from the center and whether the wheel 
is exactly true or coincident with the plane in which it is 
adapted to move. The invention consists of a base on 
which are mounted means for holding the pivot of a 
balance-wheel or the like and a graduated plate with a 
sensitive pointer or indicator arranged to be held at differ- 
ent places on the base, so as to bring the bent end of 
the pointer in contact with the side and periphery of the 
wheel. 


PACK-SADDLE.—Epaar F. Buss, Providence, Ari- 
zona Territory. This inventor has devised a simple and 
highly efficient pack-saddle, the parts of which can be 
variously arranged and assembled, so as to be adapted 
for carrying loose and sacked ore, cord-wood, baled hay, 
and other bulky material. The saddle is very durable, 
for the reason that no ropes are employed in its construc- 
tion. 


STOVE.—WELLESLEY R. HAMPDEN, Spokane, Wash. 
It is the purpose of the invention to provide a stove in 
which the combustion of the fuel will be rendered more 
complete than has heretofore been possible. The pur- 
pose has been attained by causing the draft from the 
firebox to pass circuitously through various portions of 
the stove, thus not only superheating the fuel, but fa- 
cilitating tke combustion of the inflammable gases 
which pass from the fire-box. 


PERPETUAL CALENDAR.—Emin G. Tasso, Rue 
Racine 23, Paris, France. The calendar is in the form of 
a cylinder or polygonal tube, which bears numbers and 
dates. By means of this calendar it is possible to ascer- 
tain on what day of the week any given date in past or 
future years fell or will fall. In form, the calendar is 
exceedingly compact; in operation, very effective. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC VIGNETTER. — CHartzes W. 
CHRISTMAN. Waterville, Minn. The vignetter consists 
of a rigid, elongated frame, placed beneath the camera 
and carrying at its outer end a screen which can be ad- 
justed in any manner to enable the operator to obtain 
almost any effect desired. 


STAMP.—Martin R. Driscott, Frisco, Utah. The 
invention provides a means for attaching the stamp, so 
that the hitherto troublesome necessity of dressing the 
end of the stem to fit a socket in the head or boss is 
avoided. The liability of the stem to breakage is greatly 
reduced. Should the stem break, the fracture will be 
comparatively small and may be quickly drifted out 
from the stamp head or boss. 


; APPAREL-COAT.—Mark L. KELLEY, Manhattan, 
New York city. The coat is of the raglan style and is 
effectively stiffened at the shoulders, so as to retain its 
shape, and yet, so as to enable it to be altered to form a 
coat of the ordinary pattern, should the wearer so de- 


sire, 


FIREPROOF STRUCTURE. — Joun SrREIFLER, 
Manhattan, New York city. The purpose of the inven- 
tion is to provide a fireproof construction for dumb- 
waiters, elevator-shafts, and partitions, utilizing metal 
tongues to hold the parts of the structure together, 
which tongues are completely concealed within the 
structure. The sections of the fireproof structure are so 
attached to one another and to the tie. plates or tongues, 
that an ample and sightly cement connection can be 
made. The abutting ends of slabs or blocks used in the 
construction of small dumb-waiter shafts can be quickly 
and perfectly tied together, especially when each face of 
the shaft ie built up of single slabs or blocks. 


LUBRICATING APPARATUS. — Hank DANGLER, 
Cleburne, Tex. The apparatus embodies means whereby 
locomotive-bearings can be lubricated, either when the 
locomotive is moving or when it is standing still. 
‘The apparatus acts automatically to supply the journal 
and spreads the lubricant over theentire surface engaged. 
The operation is automatic as long as oil is in the supply 
tank. 

FLY-BRUSH FOR DOORS.—CaHar.szs H. and Ar- 
THUR R. ANDERsoN, Bunda, Ill. This device for brushing 
away flies and preventing them from entering a doorway 
when opening or closing the door is composed of a 
| brush-shaft mounted in the upper part of the casing be- 
tween the jambs. The shaft has one end reduced and 
formed with a spiral groove, on which end a rope ig 
wound. A coiled spring has one end secured to the rope 


power in driving the. engine and insuring a thorough | placement of the glove and the hand-dressing. The ! and its other end to the jamb of the casing to which the 
mixing and agitating of the pulp and a rapid circulation to | glove can be worn by oarsmen, golfers, and others. 


‘ door is hinged. A second rope winds in an opposite di- 


rection to the first rope on the other end of the brush- 
shaft and is secured to the free edge of the door. 

METHOD OF CONDENSING FLUE-DUST.—Ru- 
DOLF RueEtscuHi, Perth Amboy, N.J. The fumes es- 
caping from metallurgical establishments are cooled in 
narrow channels under exclusion of air by an external 
cooling medium, to precipitate a portion of the solid 
matter in the fumes; then the more or less cooled fumes 
are mingled to equalize their temperatures. A second 
cooling of the fumes under the exclusion of air now fol- 
lows; whereupon the fumes are compressed and mixed 
with air. The mixture, after having been divided and 
expanded, is given a whirling motion in closed recepta- 
cles at the same time cooling the mixture in order to 
precipitate the remaining solid matter. 


DESK ATTACHMENT.—CuHarR.zs F. Nzss£, Elko, 
Nev. The attachment comprises a plate having a top 
and bottom member by which it is clamped to the desk. 
A retaining-surface on the top member of the plate is 
adapted to be engaged by the arm of the writer. The 
attachment is designed to prevent the arm of the writer 
from sliding along the smooth surface of the desk, and to 
indicate at a glance whether the arm is in proper posi- 
tion. 

LENS ATTACHMENT FOR LAMPS. —Joun C. 
MOLLoy, Cincinnati, Ohio. To increase the illuminating 
power of a lamp, a lens is securely held on the chimney. 
When the burner is lighted, the rays of light are re- 
fracted by the lens into the room. 


WRITING-TABLET. — ErHE.mer E. MAGEE, 
Waynesville, N. C.—The ordinary school copy-books ne- 
cegsitate the use of the entire page for the reproduc- 
tion of asingle copy. The present writing-tablet ena- 
bles the pupil to use the samesheet of paper for several 
copies and thus prevents the wasting of paper. The de- 
vice also provides means for concealing the work al- 
ready dune by the pupil, so that only the perfect copy is 
reproduced and not the mistakes previously made. 


HEATING-DRUM. — Rospert L. HoLuineswortH, 
Atlanta, Ga. The drum is applied to an ordinary heat- 
ing-stove or kitchen-range and is designed for heating 
and baking and for warming dishes and the like. The 
drum comprises a shell having an inlet near the top of 
its front end and an outlet at the rear end. An oven ex- 
tends from one side to the other of the shell. The top 
of the oven is below the inlet and the rear end is spaced 
from the rear end of the shell. A transverse partition 
below the bottom of the oven terminates short of the 
front end of the shell and has an opening in its rear por- 
tion. A damper above the outlet of the shell is adapted 
to close the opening in the partition. A cleaning-door 
gives access to the space below the partition. 


Designs. 


BELT.—Lovuts Sanpers, Brooklyn, New York city. 
The belt has a diamond-shaped centrai portion, upper 
and lower continuous cords following the contour of the 
body of the belt, and a cord having a skeleton diamond 
formation at the central portion of the body. 


NoteE.—Copies of any of these patents can be fur. 
nished by Munu & Co. for ten cents each. Please state 
the name of the patentee, title of the invention, and date 
of this paper. 
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A Hanpd Book oF TESTING MATERIALS 
FOR THE CONSTRUCTOR. Text 
by Prof. Adolf Martens. Trans- 
lated and edited by Gus C. Henning, 


M.E. New York: John Wiley & 
Sons. 1899. 8vo. 2vols. Pp. 622. 
Price $7.50. 


There are two volumes, one of text and one of illus- 
trations. The author is Director of the Royal Testing 
Laboratories at Berlin and at Charlottenburg. To the 
description of the customary methods of testing, the 
author has added a presentation and discussion of the 
most important types of testing machines and auxiliary 
apparatus. The editor has done well in selecting 
such an authoritative book fortranslation. It is certain 
to take a prominent place upon the book shelves of the 
engineer, for there cannot be too many books of this 
kind. 


ANNUAL ANALYTICAL CYCLOPEDIA OF 
PRACTICAL MEDICINE. By Charles 
De M. Sajous, M.D., and one hundred 
Associate Editors. Vol. V.  Phila- 
delphia: F. A. Davis Company. 1900. 
8vo. Pp. 662. 

This volume which is the fifth of a series is up to the 
high standard which has been maintained through all 
the volumes of the series. It takes in subjects from M 
“Methyl Blue” to R “ Rabies.’ The illustrations 
and plates are excellent and the typograph, presswork 
and binding are of the best. Diseases are treated se- 
parately under the proper heading, and are divided in 
sections such as ** Etiology,” ’** Bacteriology,” ‘* Morbid 
Anatomy,’’ ** Treatment,” etc. 


THE StuDY OF BREEDS IN AMERICAN 
CATTLE, SHEEP AND SwiNE. By 
Thomas Shaw. New York and 
Chicago: Orange Judd Company, 
1900. Pp. 871. Price $1.50. 

The book has been written, so the author tells us in his 
preface, for the purpose of discussing all the pedigreed 
breeds of cattle, sheep and swine at present existing in 
America, as Well as the more important sub-breeds. 
From its general style we should judge that Prof. Shaw’s 
study will be of considerable service to students of agri- 
cultural colleges. Fairly good illustrations accompany 
the text. 


HELIOCENTRIC ASTROLOGY AND SOLAR 
MENTALITY. By Yarmo Vedra. 
Philadelphia: David McKay. 1899. 
8vo. Pp. 266. Price $1.50. 


Our NEw PROSPERITY. By Ray Stan- 
nard Baker. New York : Doubleday 
& McClure Company. 1900. Pp. 272. 
Price $1.25. 


The profoundly important readjustmente which have 
taken place in our relations to other countries and in the 
attitude of fhe various parts of our country to one an- 
other, have been indicated in this book by grouping the 
significant facts of the present era of prosp:rity in such 
amanner as to show the general tendency of American 
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financial, commercial, industrial, and, to some extent, po- 
litical affairs. Although not a complete review of the 
conditions in every branch of industry the book contains 
all the important facts and statistics in most departments 
of activity. 


ToTaL ECLIPSE OF THE SuN. By Mabel 
Loomis Todd. New and Revised 
Edition. With Introduction by 
David P. Todd. Illustrated. Bos- 
ton: Little, Brown & Company. 1900. 
Pp. 273. 16mo. Price $1. 


The recent eclipse has aroused popular interest in the 
sun. A new editionof Mabel Todd's work having become 
neceseary, the opportunity has been seized of incor- 
porating an account of the eclipses of 1896 and 1898, so 
successfully observed-in Nova Zembla and India, and of 
that of May 28, 1900. 


LESSONS IN ELEMENTARY PHYSIOLOGY. 
By Thomas Huxley. Edited by 
Frederic 8. Lee, Ph.D. New York: 
Macmillan Company. 1900. Octavo. 
Pp. 577. 177illustrations. Price $1.40. 


Thomas Huxley’s ‘‘ Lessons” are too well known to 
require any extended notice bere. The new edition 
which lies before us has been carefuily revised and 
brought up to date by Prof. Lee, of Columbia University, 
so that it now forms a complete modern, elementary 
text book on physiology admirably adapted for school 
and college use. 


Fo@naTuRA DomEsTICA. By Attilio Ce- 
rotti. Milan: U. Hoepli. 1900. 16ino. 
Pp. 421. 200 Illustrations. Price $1. 


An excellent little book on plumbing in the ‘“* Manuali 
Hoepli,” of which series 600 volumes have been issued. 
It is to be hoped that at some time we may have in Eng- 
lish a technical series which will compare with this 
one. The Weale series was an excellent one, but the 
volumes became superseded, 


LE CONSTRUZIONI IN CALCESTRUZZO ED 
IN CEMENTO ARMATO. By Giuseppi 
Vacchelli. Milan: U. Hoepli. 1900. 
16mo. Price $1. 


The author has prepared a valuable technical book on 
concrete and cement construction. It isone of the best 
treatises we have ever seen in any language upon the 
subject. It is profusely illustrated by 210 engravings. 


INTRODUCTION TO SCIENCE. By Alex- 
ander Hill, M.D. New York: Mac- 
millan Co. 1900. 16mo. Pp. 140. 
Price 40 cents. 


One of the admirable little volumes of ‘Temple 
Primers.” 'rhis little book aims at giving an account in 
popular language of the scientific probiems which are 
most piominent at the present time, and attempts to por- 
tray the attitude of the mind of those engaged in solving 
them. 


LINcANDESCENZA 4 Gas. By Dr. Luigi 
Castellani. Milan: U. Hoepli. 1900. 
16mo. Pp. 144. Price 50 cents. 


We have never before seen a work on the manufacture 
of mautles for incandescent burners. The little volume 
before us is a thoroughly practical treatise on the sub- 
ject, and our only regret is that itis in the Italian lan- 
guage and, therefore, cannot be of much use to those 
who do not read Italian, 


Hemp. A Practical Treatise on the Cul- 
ture of Hemp for’ Seed and Fiber. 
with a Sketch of the History and 
Nature of the Hemp Plant. By S. 8. 
Boyee. New York: The Orange 
Judd Co. 1900. 12mo. Pp. 122. Price 
50 cents. 


Few plants adapt themselves as readily to cultivation 
and in as varying-climates as does hemp. It was one of 
the first plants introduced into America by the Colonists, 
and there seems to be no reason why it should not again 
take its proper place among our national industries. 
The author has given great attention to the study of the 
hemp and his book is a most excellent one. 


KELLY’s DIRECTORY OF MERCHANTS, 
MANUFACTURERS AND SHIPPERS AND 
GUIDE TO THE EXPORT AND Im- 
PORT SHIPPING AND MANUFACTUR- 
ING INDUSTRIES OF THE WORLD. 
London: Kelly’s Directories, Limited. 
1900. 14th edition. 8vo. Pp. 3,488. 
Price $10. 


‘she portly volume before us ie about the most satisfac- 
tory work of this kind that we have ever seen. Its index 
of trades is most exhaustive, and the large list of cities 
and towns is most comprehensive. As an example of 
that way in which the work is compiled, take Holland: 
First comes general information relative that country, 
then follow particulars as to the extent of commerce 
and imports to Great Britain; along list of the various 
cities, principal manufacturers and merchants in each 
city, custom tariffs of all nations, a section devoted to 
trade marks, a large business directory of London, and a 
business directory of England, Scotland, Wales and Ire- 
land. We notice a most amusing letter in the preface 
relative to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. This letter is on a par with many of the British 
consular reports, and affords a painful contrast to our 
remarkably efficient Consular Service of the United 
States, our consuls not being deterred from making 
searching inquiries in regard to trade in foreign couu- 
tries. 


SoME STRANGE CORNERS OF OUR CouN- 
TRY—THE WONDERLAND OF THE 


SOUTHWEST. By Charles F. Lumn- 
wis. New York: Century Company. 
1898. 12mo. Pp. 207. Price $1.50. 


The book is handsomely illustrated, many of the cuts 
being wood engravings. The authordeals with such sub- 
jects as ‘‘Grandest Gorge in the World,” ‘* The Forest 
of Agate,”.“* The American Sahara,” ‘‘ Montezuma’s 
Well,” ‘*Montezuma’s Castle,” ‘‘ The Greatest Natural 
Bridge on Earth,” ‘*Stone Autograph Album,” ‘** The 
Navajo Blanket,” and others equally interesting. The 
author tells his stories in a most pleasing style. 
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Marine Iron Works. Chicago. Catalogue free. 
For hoisting engines. 


“U.S.” Metal Polish. 


J. S. Mundy, Newark, N. J. 
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Yankee Notions. Waterbury Button Co., Waterb’y, Ct. 

Write Baker Mfg. Co., Racine, Wis., about pushing 
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Most durable, convenient Metal Workers’ Crayon is 
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Inventions developed and perfected. Designing and 
machine work. Garvin Machine Co., 141 Varick St., N. Y. 


The celebrated ‘ Hornsby-Akroyd” Patent Safety Oil 
Engine is built by the De La Vergne Refrigerating Ma- 
chineCompany. Footof East 188th Street, New York. 


The best book for electricians and beginners in elec- 
tricity is ‘‘ Experimental Science,” by Geo. M. Hopkins. 
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HINTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Names and Address must accompany all letters 
or no attention will paid thereto. This is for our 
information and not for publication. 

References to former articles or answers should 
give date of paper and pase or number of question. 

Inquiries not answered in reasonable time should 

repeated; Correspondents will bear in mind that 
some answers require not a little research, and, 
though we endeavor to reply 1o all either by letter 
or in this department, each must take his turn. 

Buyers wishing to purchase any article not advertised 
in our columns will be furnished with addresses of 
houses manufacturing or carrying the same. 

Special Written Information on matters of 
personal rather than general interest cannot be 
expected without remuneration. 

Scientific American Supplements referred 
to may be had at the office. Price 10 cents each. 
Books referred to promptly supplied on receipt of 

price. 

Minerals sent for examination should bc distinctly 
marked or labeled. 


(7909) F. L. asks: 1. What causes. the 


humming in electric street railway motors? They are 
noiseless when new, but after about six months or a 
year, they begin to hum. A. If this statement is true, 
we are not able to give a reason for it. There is no elec- 
trical cause which after this or any other period will de- 
velop a humming noise, nor any mechanical cause for 
such a universal effect. We suggest a broader investiga- 
tion to see if all motors hum at the end of six months. 
2. In cast-welding rail joints do they allow for any ex- 
pansion or contraction? If so, how? A. No. If the 
joint is made stronger than the force of contraction, the 
rail will not break. If the rail is held down more rigidly 
than the force of expansion, it cannot break away from 
its fastenings. Hence, it will stay in its place both in 
winter and in summer. This is the theory. 3, Is there 
any direct incorporation of the metal, in the rail and in 
the cast ? I have heard some claim there is not, while 
others claim that the rail isfused at one or two points, 
generally about the size of a half dollar, where there is a 
direct union of the two metale. A. There is firm adhe 
sion. We do not know whether there is incorporation 
or not of the two metals. 4. We have made a box-kite, 
with 2 cells, 16 incheslong, and 15 inches square, with 
about 10 inches clear between them. When we try to 
set it up it will dive down, after going up about 25 or 30 
feet, sometimes hitting the ground and breaking some of 
the sticks, A. We advise you to apply to the Weather 
Bureau at Washington, D.C., for the plans and con- 
struction of a_box-kite. 


(7910) J. B. P. asks: 1. Will you please 
advise me of some compound, or chemical, that will 
clean scales from a boiler, while boiler is in use, without 
any risk of burning the boiler, by water foaming? A. 
For keeping a boiler clear of incrustation there is nothing 
so easily managed as caustic soda or potash lye. Dissolve 
about a quarter pound of the soda or lye for each horse 
power of the boiler ina barrel or tub of water and con- 
nect it with the suction of the feed waterpump. Use the 
boiler fora day with the soda in. Then blow out from 
the boiler‘after the fires are drawn or banked or when the 
engine stops, to the level of the lower gage cock or 
bottom of water gage and pump up with fresh water to 
high water mark. Use the boiler next day as usual and 
at night after fires are drawn and walls cooled below the 
temperature of injury to the boiler, blow out all the water 
and clean out the boiler. ‘This may be repeated accord- 
ing to the condition of the boiler, once or twice a month. 
See Davis’ book on ‘Boiler Incrustation,” $1.50 by 
mail. 2. Can Icharge a set of storage shells by connecting 
them in series, in main circuit, batteries having the same 
capacity in amperes and voltage, as the circuit, and will 
the batteries cause the lamps to burn dim? Would an 
ammeter connected in the circuit answer to tell when 
the batteries were fully charged * A, Connect the cells in 
series and to the line through the ammeter and a rheo- 
stat by which the amount of current can be ad- 
justed. A good charging rate is 244 amperes per square 
foot of positive plates, reckoning both surfaces. The 
final voltage should be 234 volts per cell. This you must 
determine by a voltmeter in shunt with the cells. Stop 
the charging when this is reached. As you must put the 
cells in Shunt with the lamps on the circuit, the charg- 
ing of the cells cannot affect the light if the dynamo has 
capacity enough tochargethe cells and light fhe lamps 
at the same time. A good book for one having charge of 
a storage battery is T'readwell’s, price $1.75 by mail. 


(7911) E. L. C. writes: Kindly inform 
me how to copper- plate—-a good heavy plate. I wish to 
plate some steel and iron wire, 2 feet long and about 12 
gage. I would also like to plate some wood a good 
heavy copper plate. I have tried a receipt from some 
book, but with little or no success, as the plate will not 
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stay on the iron or steel when I rub or try to polish it, 
and some will uot take at all.. A. Your trouble pro- 
bably is not due to the defects of the description in the 
book which you have followed, but to your own inex- 
perience. The only way to become an electroplater is 
to learn the trade from some one who understands it 
practically. Nodescription can prevent you from mak- 
ing mistakes, or tell you how to recognize the proper 
working of the process and the proper condition of the 
bath and the article to be plated. Had yours been all 
right, the coating would have formed properly and ad- 
hered. Such points must be learned by actual experi- 
ence in. actual work. We are not electroplaters and 
cannot teach electroplating. We recommend Watt’s 
book, price $1. 


(7912) G. A. H. asks: Can you give a 
description of a sketching camera that reflects direct 
from the photographand not from a traneparency or neg- 
ative, and how to arrange the reflectors and lens ina 
lantern to do the same? <A. We think you will find 
what you want in a “sketching camera’? in Hopkins’ 
‘* Experimental Science,” price $4 by mail. Hethere de- 
scribes a camera for projecting opaque objects, so as to 
project them upon a screen, as slides are projected by an 
ordinary lantern. If you place the screen where you 
wish the picture to fallas you sketch it, you will havea 
sketching camera for the direct use of a photograph, or 
any opaqne object. 


(7913) W. S. D. writes : I wish to make 


astorage battery large enough to light two 16-C. P. in- 
candescent lights for a few months, several hours a day. 
I would kindly ask you to please give me your opinion 
as to which book to get for the construction of such a 
battery, and if you could give me some information, I 
would be very thankful to you? A. Wecan supply you 
with the following books on the storage battery, “ Salo- 
mon’s Accumulators,”’ price $1.50 ; ‘‘ Treadwell’s Storage 
Battery,” price $1.75. Prices are by mail. Wedo not, 
however, advise amateurs to attempt the construction of 
a storage battery forreal work. It is well enough to 
make a few cells for experimental purposes. Amateurs 
cannot expect to make cells which will have much endur- 
ance or efficiency, as compared with the cells made in a 
properly equipped factory, and by experienced workmen. 
In your case you wish to light 16-candle power lamps. 
These are rarely made for less than 50 volts. You will 
then need twenty-five cells with five or seven plates each. 
The cost will be very much greater than for the same 
amount of light obtained in some other way. The labor 
of making so large a number of cells is a great deal. You 
need as many cells as if you had a greater number of 
lamps. If you really must have electric lights from a 
storage battery, we would say buy the battery. 


(7914) P. G. writes: 1. My boy is de- 
sirous of constructing a telephone line between two 
country houses about five hundred feet apart. Will you 
kindly answer in the SciENTIFIC AMERICAN whether 
there is any danger from lightning ? A. If your house 
is so situated that the line can be run along the eaves 
cf the houses, there is little danger from lightning on 
the telephone line your son wishes to run in the city. It 
were safer to use lightning arrestere as is usually done. 
2. Is the bright light in the western sky early in the 
evening during the last month a star or an electric light 
sent “up ina balloon” from Edison’s workshops at 
Menlo Park ? I maintain that it is astar,but my friends 
have scoffed at me so much that I do not know where 
‘“*Tam at.” I have tried to demonstrate by crude trigo- 
nometry that it must be a star, but they refuse to be con- 
vinced. Therefore I seek an answer from one whose 
authority will be unquestioned. May I hope that you 
will help me out? A. The light ie doubtlese the planet 
Venus. It would be impossible to raise a balloon high 
enough to have the light so far above the horizon. This 
is a frequent question, but has little reason under it. 
Mr. Edison has done many wonders, but is hardly wiz- 
zard enough to raise a light which could compete with a 
planet in brightness. Mr. Edison’s laboratory was re- 
moved from Menlo Park years ago to Orange. 


(7915) J. L. C. asks: 1. Can you give 
details of construction of an acetylene search light that 
will project a narrow beam of light? A. An acetylene 
search light presents no peculiar conditions. Place the 
light in the focus of the reflector. Have the reflector ad- 
justable so that it can be brought nearer or slid farther 
from the burner. You can adjust for best projection of 
the beam as may be required. 2. How would be the best 
way .to reinforce the above light, to increase the size of 
the burner, or to add individual burners ? A. You can- 
not obtain all sizes of burner for acetylene. To increase 
the illumination you must add to the number of burners. 
They are usually placed tandem, and not abreast, when 
used for projection. 


(7916) J. E. P. asks: 1. How to remove 
the elements froma Hercules battery cell after the salts 
have crystallized, forming a solid mass of zinc, carbon 
and jar. I have about a dozen celle in this condition, 
and it is impossible to get the elements out of the jars. 
A. We would suggest that you soak your cells in water, 
thus dissolving the crystals which bave formed. This 
will be a slow operation. It will hasten matters to dig 
out all the crystals which can be got at with any sharp- 
pointed tool. Sulphuric acid will dissolve the substance 
more rapidly, but it will also consume the zinc, which 
you are probably desirous of saving. In this case pre- 
vention is better than cure. 2. Can satisfactory results 
be got from compressed air in an ordinary steam cylinder, 
and how high a pressure is necessary per rated horse 
power of engine to get best resulta? A. The best steam 
engine is also the best for compressed air. Only a very 
little higher pressure or longer cut off is needed to give 
the same results for air as with steam for power. 


(7917) L. A. 8. asks: 1. What per cent 
of electricity, going out through the trolley wire, gets 
back to the dynamo through the rails orground? A. All 
the current returns to the dynamo in one way or an- 
other, 2. Would it be possible under existing condi- 
tions of insulation, to send the current out through the 
rails and back to the dynamo through the trolley wire, 
and if so, would the electrical efficiency be the same ? 
A. The trolley wire is made plus, not as you seem to 
think, because the current might not go out properly if 
sent out by the rails, but to protect metals, water and gas 
Pipes, etc., from corrosion at much as possible, It 
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makes no difference to the electrical efficiency which 
wire is attached -to the trolley, the plus or the minus. If, 
however, the current flows from the trolley wire to the 
ground on its way back to the station, it will not act by 
electrolysis so much upon the metal which it traverses, 
as if it flowed in the opposite direction. Iron and lead 
are positive, and tend to attach themselves to the nega- 
tive pole of the circuit. If then the rails, and water and 
gas pipes are in the direction of the flow of the circuit, 
they are not reduced by electrolysis as they should be if. 
the current were flowing the other way, from the rail to 
the trolley wire. 


(7918) L. H. R. asks: 1. Does a static 


electric machine depend for its volume of electricity on 
the superficial size of plate or velocity,and will a suffi- 
cient series of plates at a greater speed give off very 
much electricity at a high speed on one large disk, at 200 
or 300 revolutions ? Please answer an old reader in query 
column next issue, to satisfy a difference of opinion. A. 
The discharge of a static machine depends upon several 
conditions, size of plates, swiftness of rotation, dryness 
of plates, absence of dust, etc. The spark cannot much 
exceed the radius of the plates in length, since it will find 
the distance less between the combs if the balls are separ-= 
ated more than half the diameter of the plates, and will 
pass between the combs taking the axle of the machine 
on ite way across. This isthe reason for using as large 
plates as convenient. Glass ir the best substance for the 
plates. Since there is a limit to the safe speed for glass, 
hard rubber is now used a great deal... This can be run 
at any speed desired, and avery strong spark can be pro- 
duced. It is better to ure several smaller plates than one 
large one, because of compactness and neatness of ap- 
pearance. A well-made machine with two 18-inch plates 
of hard rubber, driven by a quarter horse power motor, 
gives asteady stream of sparks at 1,800 revolutions per 
minute. It may also be driven by band, though no one 
can maintain that speed very long. 2. Are mica plates 
superior to glass? A. Mica differs very little from 
glass in its inductive capacity, and would serve equally 
well for the plates of astatic machine, if pieces of suffi- 
cient size could be had at a moderate cost. 

_ 

TO INVENTORS, 

An experience of over fifty years, and the prepara- 
tion of more than one hundred thousand applications 
for patentsat home and abroad, enable us to understand 
the laws and practice on both continents, and to possess 
unequaled facilities for procuring patents everywhere 
A synopsis of the patent laws of the United States and 
all foreign countries may be had on application, and per- 
sons contemplating the securing of patents, either at 
home or abroad, are invited to write to this office for 
prices, which are low, in accordance with the times and 
our extensive facilities for conducting the business. 
Address MUNN & CO., office SCIFNTIFIC AMERICAN, 
361 Broadway, New York. 


INDEX OF INVENTIONS 


For which Letters Patent of the 
United States were Issued 
for the Week Ending 
JULY 3, 1900. 
AND EACH BEARING THAT DATE, 


[See note at end of list about copies of these patents.) 


Abraiding or polishing machine, C. 8. Yarnell 
Acid, making hydrocyanic, E. Beringer. 
Alr compressor, hydraulic, D. Kirkman. 


Alloy and making same, R. C. Carpenter 
Alloying with iron or steel, obtaining hardening 
C, Baker.... 


or toughening compounds for, R. 
Anchor, L. M. Bowers...............55 
Applicator, J. B. Gill........ 
Automatic indicator, V. Leto........ 


Awning, A. IL. Clark.... 
Axle, velocipede crank, P. Si 
Back pedaling brake, F. A. Miller.... 
Bag. See Punching bag. 
Bag holder, H. NObI1e........ ccc eeeeeeeceeees 
Balance escapement, M. Burt............... 
Bale tie machine, wire, Daniels & Marshall.. 
Bale tie making machine, Daniels & Marshall. 
Ball. See Pool ball. 
Barrel former, W. M. Schoolfield...... 
Basket cover clamp and handle, M. Tu 
Bearing, J. B. Halifax...... 
Bearing, ball, E.S. Reed.... 
Bearing, roller, A. J. Theiring 
Bearings, etc., making semisteel, J. B. Halifax. 
Bed corner coupling, metallic, F. W. Walker.. 
Bell, Bevin & Arnold. BS 
Bicycle crank, C. B. Well: 
Bicycle gear, A. Brady...... 
Bicycle pump, A. J.. Crandall.. 
Blower, automatic, H. H. Huff. 
Bvat lowering mechanism, C. Schneemann.. 
Boiler. See Steam boiler. Water tube boiler. 
Boiler brace, P. F’. 
Boiler cleaner, T. G. Forster......... 
Boiler tube cleaner, W. H. Ingersoll 
Bolt. See Coupling bolt. 
Book rest or table, adjustable, M. Miller.... 653,107 
Books, etc., machine for forming, T. C. Dex 5 
Boots or shoes, elastic tread for, E. E. Wolf. 
Boring and drilling machine, J. Pohl, Jr... 
Bottle, non-reclosable, J. E. Laidlaw 
Box. See Display box Letter box. Paper box. 
Tool box. 
Brake. See Back pedaling brake. 


Branding, H. H. Levy...............seceeceeveeeeeeee 652,791 
Bridle curb hook, F. Swales.. 652! 
Rrush, G. Rowell................- 653, 
Brush holder, paint, C. W. Woods..... 653.051 
Bung and bushing therefore, H. Nadoi 652,858 
Bnnsen burner, open, H. B. Cary...... 653,166 
Buried alive, electric device for indicating the 
awakening of persons, W. J. McKnight........ 652,934 
Burner. See Bunsen burner. 
Button, H. C. Llu Frio.......... 2.0... se eee ee eee cee 652,959 
Button and pin back therefor, badge, A. Phelps.. 653.150 
Cake machine, H. H. Hungerford... ~ 652,965 
Calk attaching clamp, H. L. Foresma: 652,840 
. Can filling machine, J. R. Brown 3,063 
Can opener, W. F. Dale. 653,070 
Can opener, W. Vogel.... 652,938 
Can washer, milk, C. Marwitz.. aS 653,144 
Cans, machine for filling liquids into, J. W. Aeo abn 


Tuttle........... VSisltigie obs ail eeigincateu ta alone Sonia's ce 
Canceling machine, stamp, Vail & Potter.. % 
Cap for closing vessels, A: A. 


Low..... 


Robertson 
Carriages, device for jogging baby, Johnson & - 


Carving machine, H. Marles (reissue 
Cash register, T. H. Blair...... 
Chain bar, watch, M. D. Fergus 
Chain link straightening device, D. Carroll.. 
Chain repair link, J. H. Muckerheide.... 
Chair, J. T. Moore es 
Chairs, etc., cushioned runner for rocking, J. A, 
Limdeman.........scecsecccccccccccecscecsccsccsees 


(Continued on page 30.) 
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Checkrein hook, R. H. Berkstresser.... 
Chimney ventilator, E, Kreutzberg. 
Chuck, automatic machine, O. F. Garve 
Churn, G. W. Rawson. 
Churn, Welke & Biederst 
Cigar box lid bolder, G, W. Cla 
Cigar pipe and inbaler, D. R. Wat: 
Circuit controller. li. G. Carleton 
Clamp. See Basket cover clamp. 
clamp. 
Cleaner. See Boiler cleaner. Boiler tube cleaner. 
Gin saw cleaner. 
Clock pendulum, electric, E. K. Adams 
Cloth cutting apparatus, C. H. McIntire. 
Cock, cylinder drain, W. F. Moses.. 
Gock'or faucet, A. Marubio...... 
Coxzwheei with detachable teeth, G. Dornaut. 
Coil spring. M. Tiiden 
Collar, G. E. Van ‘luyl.... 
Compress roller. FE. D. Carter. 
Conveyer and elevator. portable. G. K. Bowers... f52,$ 
Conveyer, pneumatic. M. J. Foyer.. . 652,960 
Cooler. See Milk cooler. 
Corn husking machine. A. Werner, Jr......... 0... 652.83 


Corset steel lock and garment supporting hook, 
combined, Taylor & Hammond.. «. 653.190 
Cotton press, A. L. Treese.. 191 


Cotton, silkifying, D. Ashley aren O14 
Couch and bath tub, combined, L. K. Carman..... 632.744 
Counter skiving machine, H. A. Webster.... 552.824 


Coupling. See Car coupling. Hose coupling. 
Railway vehicle coupiing. Thill coupling. 
Coupling bolt, B. 
Cream separator colee S. H. Caswell: : 

Cuff bolder, E. N. La Veine.. ...... 
Cultivator, Grimm & Builerson, 
Cultivator, J. W. Klingele.. 
Cultivator, W. F. Magill. 
Cultivator, M.& C. Zolluer 2 
Cultivator weed turning attachment, 
ViOUNPUCKE sinces choca tock oie switcs Somers Seco >: whet 
Current regulator. alternating, D. O. Hull......... 
Cut-off for water gages. safety, P. J. MacDonald... 


. 652.787 
842 


3 3 
oe 2. 658, 12 
F. A. 

633.052 


Cutter. See Fruit or vegetable cutter. Batre 
cutter. 
Cutter bars making compound: Bedford & Ash- 
ton.. ; 653,165 
Cutting, ism, 
Spaickhaver...... 652,817, 653,188 
Cycle sprocket whe Is, locking device for, F. W. 
TLUS@ DEE ssscs gees use capepod comics «eee cure: 
Dead centers, device for overcoming, A. 
Grider, ..........+. F weave 


Developing eee B. Moore. veernerereneeeas 
Digesters, etc.. circulating apparatus for rotary, 
Cc. W. $m ith 

Display box, M. L. Houts..... 
Display frame. J. H. Fleiscb.. 
Door, 5. J. Johnson... 
Door, car, S. re Johnson.. 
Door check, A. &. R. Colburn.. 
Door check. L. H. Schneider 
Door check and closer, H. L. Banley. 
Draught equalizer, H. F. Mieher et a 
Draught equalizer, M. & C. Zollner.. 
Draughtsman’s instrument. L. M. Carmical 
Drawer. money, 8S. C. Anderson. 
Ibredger bucket. W. H. Arnold.... 
Drier. See Grain drier. 

D.ying apparatus, electrical, J. M. J. E. Vignon- 


DATO L 2 cabiga. rales hank eirelhese a ea coat ae wake 452,867 
Drill. See Ratchet drill.’ 
Driving mechanism. A. E. H. J. Thoellden........ 


Dyeing, etc., apparatus for, G. Mallinson 
Electric controller, 8. W. Huff.. oa ae 
Electric machines, apparatus for. exciting alter- 
nating current dynamo, Hutin & Leblance..... 
Electric machines. exciter for alternating cur- 
rent dynamo, Hutin & Leblane. 
Electric transformer, J. J. Wood.. 
Electrical conduit, flexible. H. G. Osburn. . 
Electrolytic cells. purifying and strengthening 
brine for use in, J. Hargreave: va 
Elevator, kK. E. Herdman.... ... 
Elevator operative mechanism, F 
End gate, J. 1’. Hall.... 
Engine. See Gas eng 
Engraving machine, W. 
Evaporating pan. J. V. Pender... 
Eyelet hele machine, W. W. Gre 
Eyelet, overseam, D. Noble.. 
Fastening device. C. E. Smit 
Fat separating machine, P. Feite’ 
Faucet, measuring, E. Arnold 
Faucet or valve, B. ¥. Farrar. 
Fence wire lock, E. L. Froggatt. 


653,088 


Fender. See Car fender. Fireplace ender. 

Filter, W. Jandus ¢ - 652,966 
Filter, J. E. Williamson.. - 2.160 
Filter, water, A. G. Sheak. « 652,927 


Filters to faucets, etc, device for. ‘attaching, J. 
MODIS cies. os cgeis eer Cnieeine as se lre 8 trend esate sever es 653,002 
Finger bar adjusting device, W. D. Myers Z 
Fireplace fender. 'l. J. Russell... 
Fish line sinker, T. W. Fiers...... 
Flushing apparatus, W. P. Hastings. 
Fruit or vegetable cutter, I. Beck 
Fuel economizer. J. H. Hobart.... 


Furnace. See Metallurgical furnace. Smokeless 
furnace: 

Furnace: JN. Quinnse.c5.. i605: ores Meese se sss benios 

Furnaces, “apparatus for feeding stock to, 
Morrison 


Fuses or current arresters, manufacture of elec- 
trical, F. A. Cote.... 
Game. J. W. Batdorf... 
Game board, W. H. Hillye 
Garment fastener. F. R. White. 
Gurment supporter, O. Warlich.. 
Gas Cleansing and cooling apparatus, ins Hirt 
Gas engine, T. B. Roys@...............ee ce ee 
Gas generator, acetylene, B. F. Bowling é 
Gas generator, acetylene. J. E. Landrum etal... 
(i418 generaror, acetylene, J. A. Mosher... 
Gas manufacturing appa 
It. Besemfelder. 
Gas motor,C. lL. Ma 
Gate. gee End gate. $ 
Gate, Englebright 
Gate, p. ‘ann 
Gate. D. Peters. 


Generator. See rator. Pressure g 
_ rator. 
Gin saw cleaner, T. H. Nance................ cece 


Glass molds, lock for sectional, E. S. Hart... 
Glassware and pottery ware, mold for pressed, A. 
R. Grotz (reissue) 
Glove, dress, M. Anderson................055 
Gold saving apparatus. R. H. Postlethwaite. 
Golf club, L. D. Holden 
Governor for electrical controllers, speed, J. H. 
MCGUIRE Y reac sic cee ciena ches Dea oes 
Grain drier, J. McDaniel.... 
Gramopbone sound box, H.S Montgomery. 
Graphite lubricator, Lunken & Ritter... 
Grates. J..Po WeDers. § ices eaeieaas cigelanan 
Gun carriage, disappearing. Mansgeld & } 
Guns, apparatus for supplying ammunition to 
turret or barbette. Dawson & Horne.......... 
Guns. device for preventing reports of, M. Bern- 
SESIM oie os toate capers Ss kasama Rone loclewn glee eae ee crash 
Handle bar and seat post binder. Fahlstrom & 
TUSCORIN Kr ik as sector jaet thie sn eee ote ise n es 
Harvester and shocker. corn, J. Fedderman. 
Harvester, corn, W. J. Lang 


652,742 


52. 
653, ct | 
652, 100 


Harvester, pea, Wortman & Richmond.. 652.813 
Harvester platform elevating or lowering device, 
DS VG Walia ms; 225 scan oh aces dent de teat 652,804 
Harroee grain-erecting pitncbment for, D. 
SVeCNSON: 3-6 ovat sere Scents -« 662,818 
Hay carrier, H. L. Ferris.... . 652.8" 9 


Headlight lamp, electric. H. P. Wellman. 
Heel. boot or shoe, G. F. Butterfield.. 
Heel scarfing machine, S. J. Brissette. 
Hinge, gate, W_R. SAE 
Hinge, spring, G. W. Clu 
Hoist, air, G. F. Stecdman.. 
Hollow ware, ornamenting, 
Hoof-cracks, spring clamp for treati 
MaCKeGy te te eet aire es aiak at ase Mehra 
Hook. See Bridie ‘curb hook. Checkrein hook. 
Snap hook. 
JIorseshoe calk attachment, F. F. Jacobs.......... 6 
Ffose coupling, J. C. Martin a ‘ 
}fose coupling, G. Stroh....... 
llotel room register, W. F. War 
Huller. See Peanut buller. 
Indicator. See Automatic indicator. 
cator. 
Ink well, J. Y. Mills 
Ionone, making, W. Krauth 
Jack. See Lifting jack. 


Time indi- 


652,913 


Journal box lubricating device, P. Brown......... 653,130 
Knitting machine attachment, circular, T. 
Henry, Jr. 652,847 


Knob attachment, R. P. Daggett. 
Ladder, folding, M. Baith.. 
Lamp burner, J. Jauch.... 
J.amp chimney, R. D. Jamison........ 
Lamp, meandescent electric, J. Plechati 
Lamp socket, electric. W. A. Church. 
ie sting machine, Sellers & Bancroft............ 
Paces) detachable taper cutting attachment for, 
‘. J. Perrin 
tate box, J. A. Kline. 
Letter carri@c’s table. CC, Fields, 
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i| BARNES’ FOOT POWER 
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Power 
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Screw Cutting 
——«,;«_,2 AULOTACC 
Cross 


vo: Lathes 


| 
| FOR FINE, ACCURATE WORK 
Send for Catalogue B. 


SENECA FALES MFG. CO. 
695 Water Street, 
Seneca Falls, N.¥., U.S.A. 


AMERICAN PATENTS.— AN INTER- 


eating and valuable table showing the number of patents 
granted for the various subjects upon which petitions 
have been filed from the beginning down to December 
31. 1804. Contained in $ STIFIC AMERICAN SUP- 
PLEMENT, No. 1002. Pr 10 cents. To be had at 
this office and from al] newsdealers. 


F ENGINES Fogy 
ILATHES: 


MACHINE SHOP OUTFITS, 
TOOLS Ano SUPPLIES “7.72 
& J SEBASTIAN LATHE CO'29.5UaNEBT, Sz 


CINCINNATI.O. 


Pipefitters! 


Your kit is not. complete un- 
less it includes the famous 


STILLSON WRENCH 


which is particularly adapted for turning out the best 
work without crushing the pipe in the least. All parts 
are drop-forged. Once tried, it is always used. It bas 
many imitations but no equals, See explanatory cuts. 


2) Price list on application to 


WALWORTH MANUFACTURING CO., 
128 T0136 FEDERAL ST., BOSTON, MASS. 


WORK SHOPS | 


of Wood and Metal Workers, with- 
out steam power, equipped witb 


MACHINER Y ————_-_eeerrn,_ 


allow lower bids on jobs, aud give 
rofit on the work. Machines 
sent on trial if desired. Catalog Free. 
W.F.& JOHN BARNES CO. 
1999 Rusy BY ST.y RocKkFORD 


Iu. 


THE OBER LATHES 


For Turning Axe. Adze, Pick 
Sledge, Hatchet. Hammer, Au- 
ger, Kile, Knife and Chisel Han- 
dles,W hiffletrees, Yokes, Spokes, 
Porch Spindles, Stair Baiusters, 
Table and Chair Legs and other 
3 irregular work. 


- - Patented. GB” Send for Circular A. 
The The Ober Mfg. Co.,10 Bell St., Chagrin | Falls, 0., U.S.A. 


SUB-PRESS PUNCHES AND DIES 


We make to order to drawings or mod- 
els blanking, shaving an@ swaging dies. 
either simple or compound, for work 
requiring accuracy and finish. Sub- 
Press Dies for the parts of watches, 
clocks, cyclometers, and other small 
mechanisms a specialty. We carry in 
stock different sizes of Sub-Press Bases 
and Stands. Send fer Descriptive Circ’r. 


THE PRATT & WHITNEY CO. 
Hartford, I, Conn., U.S.A. 


PINE DRAWING ITRTUAN 


For Dradghismen: Architects, Engineers, 
Colleges, 


Etc. 


We carry the most com- 
plete and best assorted 
stock ot Drawing Instru- 
ments in America. We 
handle only such instru- 
ments, the accuracy and 
durability of which we 
can fully guarantee. 


Write for our lavishly 
illustrated catalogue. 


KEUFFEL & ESSER CU., 127 Fulton St., NewYork. 
111 Madison St., Chicago. 408 Locust St., St. Louis. 


ACETYLENE APPARATUS 


Acetylene number of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAS SUP- 
PLEMENT, describing, with full illustrations, the most 
recent, simple or home made and commercial apparatus 
for generating acetylene on the large and small scale. 
The gas as made for and used by the microscopist and 
student; its use in the magic lantern. ‘Nhe new Frencb 
table lamp making its own acetylene. Contained in 
SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN SUPPLEMENT. No. 1057. 
Price 1@ cents prepaid hy mail. For other numerous 
valuable articles on this subject we refer you to page 21 
of our new 1897 Supplement Catalogue, sent free to any 
address. MUNN &Co., 3fl Broadway ’New York, 


The Perfection of Pipe Threading 


is admitted to be reached when our 
9% PIPE THREADING 
MACHINE 


is used. As a hand machine it isthe 
only oneknown that will cut and thread 
an g inch pipe with ease and satisfac- 
tion. One valuable feature is. that it 
has no arbitrary lead screw for deter- 
mining style or pitch of thread to be 
cut. TE Send for Catalogue. 
THE MERRELL MFG. CO. 

501 Curtiss St., ‘Toledo, Ohio. 


BABBITT METALS.—SIX IMPORTANT 
formulas. SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN SUPPLEMENT 11°23° 
Price 10 cents. For sale by Munn & Co. and all news- 


AEUFFEL & ESSER NY. 


dealers. Send for 1897 catalogue. 

38 NICKEL 
Su AND 

z= Electro-Plating 
35 Apparatus and Materiai. 
22 THE 

a Hanson & VanWinkle 
3 3 Co., 


Newark, N. J. 
136 Liberty St., N. Y. 
30 & 32S. Canal St 
Chicago. 


Send y 


tor 


Queen Transits and Levels 


High Grade Instruments with the Latest Improvements. 
168 page En- 240 paged ath. 

i Per ph ematica] Cata- 
‘catalogue on l THE QUEEN | Tope on aps 
application. plication. 
ENGINEERS’ AND DRAFTSMEN’S SuPPLIES. 

UEEN & TH Optical and Scientific 
ey Instrument Works, 

59 Fifth Ave., New York. 1010 Chestnut St., Phila. 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
FOR ALL SUSE ©. 


rE. ALL KINDS. 
GOLL. 


225 NORTH UNION ST. | ICA 


| Mail bag throat frame, C. Bateman. 


Letter sheet and envelop, combined, A.Christey. 653,134 
Lifting: jack, J.C. Covert ia. cos ised cesta oe telejares 652,836 
Lightning protector, overhead wire, J. ‘A. Poche.. 652,861 
Line casting machine, F. H. Pierpont 
Linotype machine, G. A. Bates...... 
Linotype machine, C. Muebleisen. 
hock. See Sash lock. ‘Trunk lock. 
Lock, J. W. ‘Crigler.... nieitee wo 8 PORE aa 
Locomotive exhaust, K. N. Slocum. 
Lecomotive exhaust ‘mechanism, H. H. Huff. 
Locomotive pilot rigging, J. F. Du nn 
Lecomotive seat, A. McLeay 
Logging cars, combined se 
Cc. Hurd.. 
Looking glas m 
Colbert. wv alsla’as SemeR uaieccine 
Loom, W. 
Loom, IL. is 
Loom’brake maeoHei : 
Loom shedding mechanism. F. Wadding on 
Lubricator, See Graphite lubricator. ‘Windmill 
lubricator. 


Magneto-electric motor, H. M. Andrews et al 


Williams’. 
Shaving Soap 


Mattress making machine. H. P. & N.F. 
Mattress, wire, C. O. Hasselbarth.... . 
Measuring tank. P. Mullecker. 
Melting apparatus, portable, N.S. Jenkins. 
Metallurgical furnace, E. Kerr.. 
Metals from ores or slimes, extracting, Johnson 

& Sulman. 6 
Milk cooler, W. V. Dear 
Mineral wool. treating, A. D. Elbers. 
Mold. See Rotary mold 


Daviss.. 


* Sold everywhere, but sent by mail 
if your dealer does not supply you. 
Williams? Shaving Stick 25c. 
Genuine Yankee Shaving 

Soap, 10¢. 
Luxury Shaving Tablet 25e. 


Mooring Jine att achment, C.S. Hamilton..... .... 653.021 Swiss Vielet Shaving Cream 
Mortising tool, Tf. Witherwax...... ....0.005 eesee 652,945 50c. 
Motor. See Gas motor. Magneto-electric moter. Williams? Shaving Soap 


Water motor. 

Mowing machine, W. F. Reed........ 
Music leaf turner, Caywood & Gasaway. 
Musical imstrument, R. J. Clark.. 
Napping machine, N. H. Grosselin 
Necktie fastener. A. F. Jame 
Nut lock. J. P. Strand ence 
Oils or fats, purifying, H. Scblinck........ 
Ozone generating apparatus, W. Elworthy. 


(Barhers’) 6 Round Cakes, 2 Ib. 
40c. Exquisite also fur toilet. 
Trial cake for two-cent stamp. 
THE J. B. WILLIAMS CO. 
Glastonbury, Conn. 


658,185 


Package or can. shipping. H. K. Buck..... : 8¢ 
Paint for ships’ bottoms, H. Louderbough........ 652,971 
Pan. See Evaporating pan. ¥ 

Paper box, knockdown, EB. M. Scott........... . 652.812 | - 
Paper J. 


Pasteurizing appz iy s, A. H. 
Peanut huller, J. Mcllugh.. 
Pedal action, R. a ‘Thumler ... ar 
Pictures or advertisements, apparatus or suc- 
cessively representing movable orimmovable, 


A.W FABER 


Mauufactory Established 1761. 
LEAD PENCILS, COLORED PENCILS, SLATE 
7| PENCILS, WRITING SLATES. STEEL PENS, GOLD 
. 632.901 | PENS, INKS, PENCIL CASES IN SILVER AND IN 
Pin package, EK. A. Roeber. 653.152 GOLD, STA'TIONBRS’ RUBBER GOODS, RULERS, 
Fe Coe miee Pipes: Tobaccs pipe. | COLORS AND ARTISTS’ MATERIALS. 


Pipe bending machine, J. K. Parker.. 652.808 
Pipe joint, flexible, A. Leitelt, Jr. . 652789/ 78 Reade Street. - - ~- New York, N.Y. 
Manufactory Established 1761. 


Me Bart becca. sigs ceesece 
Pin bolder, E. A. Roeber 


Pipe union. M. Snyder. .. 
Pipe wrench, S. Kreisher. = 
Planter and fertilizer distributer, cotton, F.C. 

TDA VAS pi Seysreccage ste oe ae So ce ate cure a aiasale.s et aCe 
Plaque holder. G. W. Norton. 
Plow, A. V. Wilbur...... 
Plow beam, R. If. Purnell.. 
Plumbing device, J.J. Hill 
Pneumatic carriers, automatic switch for. F. 

DAIS CVs, a cassaciiiens seocthea wis cutee Nr tech steered were 
Pneumatic dispatch tube carrier, S. N. oud 
Pocket recorder, E. M. Long. eons 
Pool Da Godt. Barty suet eica oes scence creck gees 
Potato digging and gathering instrument, 


¢ FOR CATALOGUE 10 
S (Micw) 


AMDACHE?, »..0.0 5. o-oo OeS 653,156 
Press. See Cotton press. 
Pressure generator, 1. M. ppperca es Saetnaat eels a 653, 126 
Pretzel making machine, C. Betz 53.000 | 


Printing machine, J, L. Firm.. 
Progelling mechanism, ship, K.P. Hangl.. 
Pulley, ex pansible, B. B. Farnham. kG 
Punch. combination ticket, W. C. Downing... .. 
Punching bag, J. Gambie.... ...........-0008 
Punching machine. rasp, J. A. McHardy. 
Puzzle, A. C. Booth 
Puzzle, H. A. Wrigbt 
Puzzle or trick device. 
Railway cattle guard, R. 
Railway crossing, J. 8. vanckee Irs 
Railway, elevated pleasure, E. Wishes art.. 
Railway switch setting mecbanism, G. W.} 


CROOKES TUBES AND ROENTGEN’S 


Photography.—The new photography as performed by 
| the vse of Crookestubes asa source of excitation. Al] 
about Crookes tubes. SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN SUPPLE- 
MENT, Nos. 181. 189. 238. 243. 244, 792.795. 
1) 905. 90S. 1030. 105-4. 1055. 1056. 1057. also 

| SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, Nos. 7. 8. 10 and 14. Vol. 74. 
| These profusely illustrated SUPPLEMENTS contain a 
most exhaustive series of articles on Crookes tubes and 
tbe experiments performed with them. Among tbem 
will be found Prof. Crookes’ early lectures, detailing 
very fuily the experiments which so excited ‘the world, 
and which are now again exciting attention in connec- 
tion with Roentgen’s photugraphy. Price 10 cents each. 
To be bad at this office and from all newsdealers. 


BUILD yun OWN ENGINE. 


Railway track for public highways, tram, T. H. 
Gibbon..... 
Railway vehic eupling, A. Piskur, 
Raisin seeder, F. H. Peterman.. ° waieny 
Ratchet drill, D.S. Williams... .........0.00000 
Recorder. See l’ocket recorder. Time recorder. 
Refrigerating and retrigerant. S. H. Emmens.. 
Refrigeration apparatus, C. J. Coleman......... 
Refrigeration system, C. J. Coleman,. 
Refrigerator, C. #. Kade.. ‘ 
Refrigerator. R. H. Reeves. 
Register. See Cash register. 
ter. 
Register... Davis... 6... beees cons vamos 
Regulator. See Current regulator. 
Riveting n:achine attachment. W. L. CLOT: 
Rolling mill appliance, J. M. Murpby.. 
RoofeG: Brack s.ee es. oes 
Rotary cutter. C. S. 
Rotary engine. S. A. S. Porter. 
Rotary mold, F. Deming. 
Rubber covered article or tubing and making 
same, F. J. Newbur se 
Sash fastener. S. J. Jolinston 
Sash lock, D. Lloya eth hear 
Saw frame, buck. L. K. Rickelberg 
Saw. metal bench. C. L. Shonle. . 
Saw set, H. W. Kicher.., 
Sawing ‘machine, wood, Hindley & Harding. 
Scale loop, E. Finn.. 
Scraper, W. H. Or 
Seat for shop assist ant 
Seeding machine, M. & C. Zollner. i data 
Sewing machine, H. P. Ricbards........ 
Sewing machine, hemstitcb, (. M. Aber 
Sewing machine stitch separating mechanism, 
We Mannich iva .cacsttuk cosa c reste 
Sharpener. disk, G. Meinhardt.. 
Sharpener, disk) J.J. Smith 
Sharpening razors, knives. or cu 
ments, apparatus for. G. F. Barnett. 
Ships or boats, bull for, C. Andrade, Jr. 
Shoe polishing cabinet. A. L. Overcasbier. 
Shuttle, HK. Oldfield 
Shuttle guiding device, P. Schmidt. 
Sifter. ash or coal. W. & F, Walter. 
Sign, advertising, EF. Bannies... 
Sign, illuminated. S. Ev 
Skate. H. Taylor............... 
Smokeless furnace, F. M. Reed 
Smokeless furnace. Keed & Spain. 
Snap book. G. W. Brown 
Snap hook, J. 8S. Cotter. . 
Soap preparation. ozonized, T. Wey Te 
Soda, etc.. electrolytic production vot caustic, J. 
BicEMtzc, ose 3 
Sole and heel, boot or shoe, G. F. Butterfield. 
Sound transmitting and receiving device, C.S: 


GASOL NE ENGINE Se LAUNCHES 


ttt MtAoy FoR 


WKS: 


BRAND RAPIDS 
MIRE Ane UT 


Hotel room regis- 


THE BEST THING YET! 


Is simple and durable, and can 
be put on and taken off at will. 
Nothing like it in the world. 
Try aset and beconvinced. If 
your dealer does not keep them 
send 25c. to us for sample doz. 
THE L. & H. SUPPLY CO., 
85 Commercial Avenue, 
Binghamton, N.Y. 


HOLDS LIKE = 
A “Ce 


i 


Magneto for Gas or Gasoline Engine fgniters 
No batteries used. Self-lubricating bearings. Dust 
and moisture 7 Brushes self-adjusting. Mate- 
rial and work pthe Best. (28° GUARANTEED 
FOR ONE YEAR. Send for circular and price list. 
GIDDINGS & STEVENS, Rockford, TH. 


NOW ee 


* 653,192 


. 653.145 
652,917 
. 652,815 


AN AMERICAN BOOK ON 


t| Horseless Vehicles, 


Automobiles and 
Motor Cycles, 


OPERATED BY 


mond...... REM Be sometas. . 652.926 | Steam, Hydro-Carbon, Electric and Pneumatic 
Sound transmitting apparatus, E. Toxey 653,156 
Sowing machine, seed. J. Green 658.197 Motors. 


Spark catcher, N. Kershner 
Spectacle frame. J. Currin 
Spittoon. centrifugal fount 


97 
652,750 


992,79 By GARDNER D. HISCOX, M. E. 
6521955 


Splint, J. G. Hughes... 653,179 | Anthor of **Gas, Gasolene and Oil Vapor Engines,” 
Spravinudeyice and torch, combined, R.'B. Wil- 653.049 and “ Mechanical Movements, Devices 
Sernee See Coil spring, peas and Appliances.” 


Square and bevel, comb 
Stanchion. cattle, W. D. Case.. 
Steam boiler, G. Ebelit 
Steam, device for dry 


ee 814 
: Ba 076 


Price $3.00 PostTPaip. 


This work is written ona brvad basis, and comprises 


win 652,739 Ait scope a pull ulusteabed description ach Setaleot 
Steel ingots, apparatus for treating, J, H. Car eae the progress and manufacturing advance of one o e 
See Ole apparatus for treating, J. H. Car 653,138 mosuin ortant innovations of the times, contributing 
Steel or other material, manuf sObuerof molded ae o the pleasure and business convenience of mankin 
Seer ter menial. manutacrune or emolded 652.990 Thetmake-upand@ management of Automobile Vehicles 
Stereotype plate trimming machine, 11. Winter.. 633,030 | of all kinds is liherally treated, and in a way that will be 
Sterilizing and filtering ‘apparatus, linus, Ww. i appreciated hy thuse who are reaching out for a better 
M. Deicbler. 652.907 | Knowledge cf the new era in locomotion. 
Stirrup, elastic, W. A. F ree te 652.903 The book is up to date and very fully illustrated with 
Stitch separating machine. J. B. Iiadaway.. ce 652'908 various types of Horseless Carriages, AutomobiJes and 


Motor Cycles, with details of the same. 


Stopper for atomizers or perfumery botties, J: 


AMD IG Bis ihn dbiee Soe ne ering los pan PRO Sele ace eee cay 3 

Stovecvancs: 1: Stockstton: een: ay Large Svo. mbt 200 pages. Very Fully 
Strapping tool. W. Max...... 3.106 ustrated. 
SULGGR SW eerie and cleaning apparatus, Cys 653. tis UE Send for circular of contents. 
Stud for garment supporters. 1.. ). Draper........ 653.074 
Supply machine. automatic, W. Jaeger. ‘091 MUNN & C0., 361 Broadway, New York 
Surgical or obstetrical pad. T. Ca «+ see. 632.889 
Swing ingeate. Ns iS SY DS DOOD WEE Ss 0S Se eens 652,870 | © ‘1 
Switch. ee Telephone switch. 
Syringe, W. A. Armour....... .......55 Rauiienstaaese 653.013 ELECTRICAL 
Syringe. injector, etc., J. H. Walker...........002. 652,985 MACHINERY 

‘able. See Letter carrier’s table. | R 
Taw, Dioycie, B,J. Cele. ccooseeesstecet erste mAmEARC LAMPS: arc ARG ”AND''S1 

an ee easuring tan 
Tapping device, H. Nadorff..........---.00.000 eee 653,034 OF DYNAMOS, ENGINES, MOTOR ac 
Telephone exchange system. W. Smith............ oar CORRESPOND WITH: US TO BUY OR SELL 


(Continued on page 31) THOMPSON SON & C2. 105 LIBERTY 5ST N.Y. 


JuLy 14, 1900. 


Scientific 


Aievican. 


Thousands are successful 
and gaining .better posi- 
tions and salaries study- 
ing at bomeé by our mail 
We teach Electrical En- 

Mechanical Engineer- 


ELECTRICA 


ENGINEERIN 
TAUGHT aicetine Eng 
BY MAIL Short’ Popular 


ins, Mec’ 
tric Lighting, 
Electrical Course, Blementary Mathematics. 
etc, by mail. Study in spare time only, 
Institute endorsed by Thomas A. Edison 
and_ others. Catalogue free. 
ELECTRICAL EwGINEER INSTITUTE, 


Dept. A, 240 W. 23d Street, New York. 


Practical ELECTRICAL Engineering 


exclusively taught. Course complete in one year, opens 
September 2th. Caralonne on application. LOUIS 
D: PRISS. Prine tral, liss ectrical School, 
12th Street, N Wes Washington, D.C. 
Professional, Elective, Commercial, 
Law ‘ourses. (Guarantees best in- 
struction ever prepared. Indorsed by 
students and attorneys everywhere. 
Easy terms. Begin now. 
NATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL OF LAW, 
38 North Pa. St, Indianapolis, Ind. 
in tactories, workshops, and en steamships 
\ are apt to suddenly burst unless careful 7 
\\ regulated and watched. Our 
HOT WATER THERMOMETERS 
are used to indicate danger in time to pre- 
vent it. They arein nseinallthe new ships 
otf U.S. Navy anda!so inthe Japanese Navy. 
lliustrated Bulletin No. 40 sent free. 
HELIOS-UPTON CO.. PEABODY, MASS. 


GUNDLACH OPTICAL C9 ROCHESTER. NY. 
MERITORIOUS INVENTIONS 


financed or patents sold outright. Capital furnisbed 
for good enverprises at 5 per cent. Stock companies 
formed and influential directors procured. Stocks and 
bonds sold. We transact all business on commission 
strictly. No advance fees. PETER WHITNEY, 100 
Broadway, New York. 


ONE AND ONE-QUARTER CENTS PER HOUR 


it costs to aay » cool if you buy 
one of our $16.00 Battery Fan out- 
fits consisting of 1 Battery Motor 
2, 18ineh Fan, | Fan Guard, 
‘ells Battery, 1 Charge for Bat- 
J Lery, 5 ft, Double Conductor Cord, 
1 Cabinet 1934 X64 X34. Will run 
100 hours with one charge. 


OUR $5.00 OUTFIT wiil 


keep you. ool. 
$5 NES’ SON A © 
64 Cortlandt St.. New 


Manufacturers of all kinds of electrical supplies. 


Write for the book 
about the paints that PS 
protect for 5 years. ~= 

Mailed free. : 


Extra inducement and 
agency to dealers. 
JAS. E. PATTON CO., 
227 Lake Bt., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


The Standard. 


The only “Dripless” 
Tea and Coffee strain- 
er. No drip to soil lin- 
en. No falling off. 
Nickel plated. Mailed 
on receipt of 25 cents. 
Standard Strainer Co. 
Dept. K, 87 Maiden 
Lane, New York. 


N. Ye Camera EXcHANGE. 


50% Saved on all makes of Cameras 


Headquarters for Buying, Selling 
and &xchanging Cameras or Lenses. 
Large assortment aiways on hand. 

Developing, Printing, etc. 
Pboto supplies of every description 
at lowest prices. 

GB Send 2c. stamp for bargain 
list. Address 


N. Y. CAMERA EXCHANGE, 114 Fulton St., NEW YORK 
SUBMARINE TELEGRAPH.—A_ POP- 


ular article upon cable telegraphing. SCIENTIFIC AM- 
ERICAN SUPPLEMENT 113. Price 10 cents. For sale 
by Munn & Co. and al] newsdealers. 


Wanted 


PRICES"! 


= SEND FOR CATALOGUE. TO 


RDA EQUET SO Ty 


HE whole history of the 


world is written and pic- 


tured week by week in Collier’s, 


Weekly. So well written and 
so well pictured that it is now 
the leading illustrated record of 
current events and has the larg- 
est circulation of any periodical 
in the world that sells for three 
dollars or more per year. 


On sale at ail newsstands. Price 10 cents per 
copy. Sample copy free. Address COLLIER’S 
WEEKLY, 625 West 13th Street, New York City. 


| Windmill lubricator, H. 


Telephone mouthpieces, device for cleaning, M. 
N. Clarke ; 
Telephone repeater. W. M. Davis (reissue) 
Telephone switch, Pluusmer & Monroe 3 
‘Yelephone switchboard signaling apparatus, J. de 
O’Connell 
Thill coupling, A. L. Grar 
Threads. machine for clearing silk or other tex- 
tile, Diederichs & Marquelet. 
Tile, 8. H. Calkins 
Tile floor construction, C. F. Buente..... 
‘lime indicator, workman’s, L. E. Voorheis. 
‘rime recorder. electrical, KE. Davis 
‘Tire for vehicles, rubber, C. H. Wheeler.. 
Tire heating device, wheel, H.D. Johnson 
Tire, pneumatic, G. H. Clark. . 
Tire, pneumatic, J. A. Jones. 
Tobacco pipe, A. Mctntyre. 
Tool bex, D. A. James........ 
Tool, macnine, R. K. Le Blond 
Top, O. Benson.. 
Toy, O. Korn. 
Toy, mechanical, G. Wale. Jr 
Trousers, W. G. 'Turner.. 
‘Truck, barrel, G. W. Arnold... 
Trunk, convertible, A. L. Kahn. 
Trunk lock, C. G. Johnson. 
Trunk, wardrohe, 'f. J. Hamilton 
Tug, shaft, J. oO’ Connell 
Type ispripucine: mach 


- 652.977 
682,769 


33, 036 


a 652,899 
Type setting apparatus. & Lo 653, 142 
Umbrella carrying device. M. H. Cocnran.. -. 652,891 
Umbrella rib and stretcher joint, J. A. Bedel..... 68,164 
Vaccinating instrument, L. i Denis.......... 652,999 
Valve, hydraulic machinery, J KeSmith;.:; 633,187 
Valve, inflation, C. K. Bown...........-...... 632,830 
Valves, etc., diaphragm device for operating 

MNGWinals..;civsade hod mecnees 


Vehicle. independent motor, J. II 
Vehicle, motor, C. J. Coleman... .683. 
Vehicle, motor, C. A. Lieb... 
Vehicle. motor, J. H. Munson 
Vehicle, noter, G, &. Whitney.. 
Vehicle motor wheel, H. W. Libbey 
Vehicle wheel, M. J. Donovan.... 
Velocipede handle, R. W. Pratt 
Ventilater. See Chimney ventilator. 
Vessels, apnaratns for recovering cargoes from 
sunken.Ss lakes woes fc eos Sacra e ons 
Voltage from main lines of higher voltage, appa- 
ratus for supplying currents of predeter- 
Mined. We W. 2 Cin gcd hy ae eka elec oes tes 
Voting machine, Fain & Werstrom. i 
Voting machine, 'l. \V. Graham 652,765 
Vulcanized plates with metal, p COMUNE or cover- 
ing. J. A. Daltecd ; se HOR 


> 652,981 


652.970 


vaisaiane huitiple press, F. A. Seiberling 
Wagen body, C. A. Quigley... 
Wagon, dumping. AH. Ege.. 
Washer. See Can washer. 
Wasbers, making, H.C. Hart..............0.00 000) 
W asbing machine, clothes, Z. Gaillard.. 
Water heater controiler, M. A. Adam... 
Water motor for egg beaters, etc., J. 


Water purifying | app aratus. C. 
Water tube boiler, L. Turgan. 
Water wheel. W. ‘Il’. Hoffman 
Wedge, automatic driving be 
Weeding toel. hand, W. L. Faxon 
Weighing machine, liquid, S. P. Mackey. 
Wheel. See Coz wheel. Vehicle wheel. 
motor wheel. Water wheel. 

Wheel, H. H. Porter. A 

W beel guard, R. F. Preusser. 
Wheel rim. wooden. Washburn & Perham.. : 
Wheeis, support for rubber tired vehicle, ¢. 


Wincb head. $ : 
Wind Bower utilizing apparatus, T.. A. Werner... 
Windmill gear, Moore & Cook. ‘ 


Vebicié © 


3 ie 
. 653,109 


Windmill gearing, S. Beggs. 33. 58 


M. Keith. 


6 


Window, P. C. Pascale. . 
Wire sieeve or connecter. C. H. mo tire, 
Wire stretcher, C. K. Baker.. 
Wood tiller composition, A. 
Wrench. See Pipe wrench. 


Yeast extracts, making, J. Peeters.............006. 

Yeke center, neck, W. W. Light....... 20... ee eee | 
DESIGNS. 

Badge, 8. A. Andrews. 32,893 

Bassinet stand, lL. Marchand, Jr. ? | 

Belt body, H, J. Gaisman | 


Bottle, U. S. Huggins... Se 
Buckle, bip strap, A, C. Woolman 
Clothes pin, J. B, Waiker...... 
Envelop blank, A, D. Klaber. 
Fan, W. W. Hanlon... 
Hinge member, W. W. 
Hook, curb, F. Swales... ....... 
Luggage carrier, J. R. Elliott.. .. 
Ore crusher frame, Gates & Capen, 
Kein guide, H. J. M. Barnhart.... 
Shirt front, F. H. Whitehouse 
Skirt protector, C. Seidel... 
Trimming, P. Gumbinner. 
Urinal, pedestal, F. T. Meyer 


Huelster 


TRADE MARKS. 


Caviar, Buckeye Fish Company................0064- 34,839 
Cement, Portland, Alma Porvand Cement Com- 
DANY ee ete siecle ees eae a leon weeds 34.852 
Cotten piece geeds not figured or printed, un- 
bleached, Asnton, Hoare & Company........ .. 34,885 


Electric lighting, illuminating articles and parts 
thereot and incandescent threads for, ** Or- 
low” Gesellschaft fur Elektrische Beleuch- | 
tung. mit Beschrankter Haftung. 84.850 


| Flour, wheat, G. C. Christian........ 34,840 
| Food compounds, certain named, C. FH. Cook.. 34,843 
Footwear, ieather, Preston B. Keith Shoe Com- 
PDS oe asecihte seta paceecva,cbeucantle Soosiat, Oe aacheghafeee tka iss 34,857 
Furniture, certain named, H. Herrmann Lumber 
COMPAUGE oo ese eae ere bc eect denna 34.851 


Oleomargarin and butterin, Oakdale Manufactur- 
ing Company 3 

Paper. carbon, Mittag & Volger. 

Pens, C. Howard Hunt Pen Manufacturing Com- 
pany.. 

Pharmaceuticai preparations for lung tuberenlo- 


sis, G. Kohne. 
Ribbons, velvet, A. & M. Levy. 
Saddlery goods, certain named, Faatz Felting 
Company 


Snuff, American Snuff Company 34,842 

Tenic, J.C. Wilson.. 4844, 34,845 

Type fonts of, American, “Type Founders? Cem. 
pany..... A ditadeere seuanie siecsiestate sien aiuthisavnscceeeron os 34,844 

LABELS. 

“ Balm-E-Oil,” for medicine, J.C. McFarland Drug 
COMPANY 2 ie reeshic decades “Cees cuttiecsa cea’ nee 7,678 

“Carmeiiter’ Bitters.” ‘for bitters,’ Carmeliter 


Stomach Bitters Company. . oe 
Inadore.” for a lotion, T. G. Kent 
Manila Fruit,” for canned fruit. Manila Fruit 


Surgeons’, and Dentists’ Toilet Dis- 
ap.” for soap, Disinfectine Com- 
Pinless,” for skirt supporters, Pinless 
Waist, Skirt, — Belt Holder Manufacturing 
Cempany 
“Yale University. Special Biend Whisky,” 
whisky, L. McCormick........ 


PRINTS. 


** Round Pointed Pens.” for pens, C. Howard Hunt 
Pen Manufacturing Company 
“Slack Cooperage Stock,” 
die & Jackson. 


for cooperage stock, ‘Tin: 


A printed copy of the specification and drawing of 
any patent in the foregoing list. or any patent in print 
issued since 1865, will be furnished from this office toe 
Q cents. in ordering please state the name and number 
of the patent desired. and remit to Munn & Co.. 35el 
Broadway. New York. Special rates will be given where 
a large number of copies are desired at one time. 


| Canadian patents may now be obtained by the 1n- 
ventors for any of the inventions named in the fore 
going list. provided they are simple. at a cost of #48 each. 
{f complicated the east will be a little more. For full 
instructions address Munn & WUo., 361 Broadway, New 

| York. Other foreigu patents may also be obtained. | 


|| Why 
| Not 


> 


Millions are sold each year. 


oeeees: 


The best Cigar for the money. 
A luxurious smoke at a consistent price with good quality. 
A fact proved by their enormous sales. 


JACOB STAHL, JR. & CO., Makers, 168th St. and 3rd Ave 


Look for Arrow 
Head on Every ¢ 


N.Y. City, C94" 


“SEP EHEEEEEESEPEFEFFFESEEEESEESSESEEEEESESEE EEE OSHS EEFEHOFHSFHH HGH TLS HEGEL &HEFFHFH HGH HPH EHH HH FPP OH HOH 


_ . MEDIUM-SIZED AUTOMATIC | 
or similar machinery built to order. Our facilities and 
experience in thisline are exceptionally advantageous. 
We invite correspondence from inventors of mechani- 
cal devices. O'TT. MERGENTHALER COMPANY, 
Incorpurated, 


Baltimore, Md. 


50 YEARS’ 
EXPERIENCE 


TRADE Marks 
DESIGNS 
CopPYRIGHTS &c. 

Anyone sending a sketch and description may 
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an 
invention 1s probably patentable. Communica- 
tions strictly contidential. Handbook on Patents 
sent tree. Oldest agency for securing patents. 

Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive 
special notice, without charge, in the 


Scientific American. 


A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir- 
culation of any scientific journal. Terms. $3 a 
year: four months. $1. Sold by all pnewsdealers. 


MUNN & C0,361 Broadway, New York 


Branch Office, 625 F St.. Washington, D. C. 


IF YOU SHOOT A RIFLE 
we Pistol or Shotgun, you'll makeaBull’s 
Eye by sending three 2c. stamps 10% 
“the Ideal Hand-book “A,” 126 pag 
FREE, ‘The latest Encyclopedia of 
Arms, Powders, Shot and ssullets. Men- 
tion SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. address 
Co., NEw HAVEN, Conn,, U.S. A. 


DEA 


MFG. 


L 
MACHIN Es, Corliss Engines, Brewers’ 
and Bottlers’ Machinery, THE VILTER 
MFG. CO., 899 Clinton Street, Milwaukee, Wis. 


ICE 
re ee ee 


WHEELS. # MODELS & EXPERIMENTAL WORK. SMALL MACHINERY 
TIES & ETC. NEW JORG STENCIL WORKS 100 NASSAU ST N.Y. 


INVENTIONS PERFECTED. 


Accurate Model and Tool Work. Write for Circular. 
_PARSELL & WEED. 129-131 West 3lst St.. New York. 


$75 
MACHINE CO 


D'AMOUR SLtT 
.. NEW YORK. 


eres Tony ane Any Machine to Order, 


TURBINES 


Month and Expenses; no experience 
needed; position permanent; self-seller, 
PEASE Mro. Co. ,Stat’n 10,Cincinnati, oO. 


(2 Send for Circular ‘‘M.”’ 


JAS. LEFFEL & CO. 
Springfield, Ohio, Us A 


Magical ‘Apparatus. 


eag Mag End _ of Century CataJogue, just out, 


over iu engravings, 25c, Parlor ‘Tricks Catalogue, free. 
MARTINKA & CO,, Mfrs., 4938 Sixth Ave., New York. 


Al You Going to Build @ Home? — 


Those intending to build will find the very best practical sug- 
gestions and examples of Modern Architecture in the handsomest 
Architectural Magazine ever published, 


“The Scientific American 
Building Edition.” 


Each number is illustrated with a Colored plate and numerous 
handsome engravings made direct from photographs of bwildings, 
together with interior views, floor plans, description, cust, location, 
owners’ and architects’ names and addresses. 
include seashore, Southern, Colonial and City residences, churches, 
4 schools, public buildings, stables, carriage houses, etc. 

All who contemplate building, or improving bomes or struc- 
tures of any kind, have in this handsome work an almost endless 


The illustrations 


series of the latest and best examples from which to make selections, thus saving time and money. 


PustisHeo Montuty. 


For sale at all news stands, or address 


MODELS i& EXPERIMENTAL WORK. 


nventions developed. Special Machinery. 
E. V. BAILLARD, Fox Bldg., Franklin Square, New York. 


Make Rubber Stamps ? 


Our “ New York”? Rubber Stamp Vulcanizers received 
the only medal awarded any Vulcanizer, World’s Fair. 
Chicago. Simple process. Large profits. Circulars ate 
Barton Mig. Co., Dept. A, 338 B’way, New York, U.S 


11,10 3/;PER MONTH 


Correspondence solicited from investors looking 
for Jarge interest and absolute security of princi- 
pal. Send for our new booklets of Dividend Payers. 


DOUGLAS. LACEV & CO.. 
BROKERS AND FISCAL AGENTS, 
Broadway and 17 New Street, NEW YORK. 


Dividend Paying Mining Stocks a Specialty 
A 


Can be made GIVING PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS 
in Churches, Halls.andThe- 
\, atreswith MOTION PICTURES 
| the new Grapho-Ampliphone, 
MUSICAL and Talking Combi- 
nation and Panoramic Stere- 
opticon Views, 860 to $300 
“SPER WEEK. Pleasant em- 
ployment and any man can 

y operate them: COMPLETE OUT- 
ete I FITS, including large illusirated 
ia Ci Advertising Bills (18x24). admission 
tickets, instruction book, busi- 

ness guide. etc.. $39.50 and up. Most interesting and sen- 
Sational subjects, just out. Will be sent U.0.D, subject 
to examination. Write for catalogue and eopics ef letters 
from exhibitors whoare WAKING BIG MONEY with our outfits. 
ENTERTAINMENT SUPPLY CO. Dept. AA,56-58 5th Ave. CHICAGO 


{# Agents wanted in foreign countries. 


The Ideal Hunting Shoe 


The concentrated product of tifty 
ie of shoemaking skill. ’en inches 
rh, Bellows tongue, uppers gray 
color, soft as a glove, tough as stee}, 
cannot harden. ‘The best storm-proof 
shoe ever placed on sale for Klondike, 
miners, surveyors, engineers. and any 
onerequiring perfect fout protection. 
Thousand of pairs sold to satisfied pa- 
trons. | lilus. Catalogue Free. 
«A. SMITH & SON 
Manufacturers, 29 and 31 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia. Pa. 


Brass Band 


Inatruments, Drums. Uniforms, 
& Supp ies. Writ Tr catalog, 148 
illustrations, FR! it gives in- 
formation fof musicians 2nd new 
bands. LVON & HEALY, 


33 Adams St. CHICAGO. seta 


SENT _ON_ TEN 


Suescrietions, $2.50 a Year. 


MUNN & CO., Publishers, 361 Broadway, New York. 


| Water Heater and Purifier expired June 16, 1900. 


‘The “Tip-Top” reproduces the handwriting 
Ink on this apparatus are often taken for or 


The Felix F. Daus Duplicator Co. (inc.), 1to 5 Hanover St., NewYork 


Sincte Copies, 25 Cents. 


D,L..HOLDEN 
1336 BEACH St. PHILADELPHIA Pa. 


EGEALED ICE MACHINES 


SEE FIRST PAGE SCIENTIFIC _ AMERICAN “StPT. 2.1399. 


FOR SALE —THE ANDERSON PATENT for 

© ALTOMATIC SWITCH BOARD. 
Patent demonstrated and two boards constructed. Ex- 
change fram yourown ‘phone. Interruptionim possible, 
entire privacy in conversation, ete. Especially adapted 


to small towns, ete. 
M. BELL, Vice-President, The 


Address WM. 
Dayton Automatic Switch Board Co.. Dayton, Ohio. 


THE PATENT fo: the * FRONTIER” Feeds 

e 
have bought the costly metal patterns at “scrap” 
prices, and offer these most efficient Heaters and Puri- 
fiers to users, with only manufacturers’ protit added to 
cost of making. Lime, andothermineral water success- 
fully treated. Descriptive and Illus. Circular on appli- 


cation Ward Tieater Co., 55Griswold St., Detroit, Mich. 


THE ELITE COLLAR BUTTONER, 


But‘ons anything, from a Collar to a Shoe. 
Niekel Plated 


and extra 

heavy Sii- 
Fall ver Plated. 
size. 


Ask vour dealer, or Send Io cts. for nickel, 25 cts. for 
silver. to B. L. WUELLUIAMS & CO., manufactu’r, 
43 N. Sixth Street, Philadelphia. Full Directions. 


IN THE LAKE COUNTRY 


of Northern Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota 
and Michigan, there are hundreds of the 
most charming Summer Resorts awaiting 
the arrival of thousands of tourists from 
the South and East. 

Among the list of near-by places are Fox 
Lake, Delavan, I,auderdale, Waukesha, 
Oconomowoc, Palmyra, The Dells at Kil- 
bourn, Elkhart and Madison, while a little 
further off are Mirocqua, Star Take, Fron- 
tenac, White Bear, Minnetonka and Mar- 
quette on Take Superior. 

For pamphlet of ‘Summer Homes for 
1goo,’’ or for copy of our handsomely illus- 
trated Sumner book entitled ‘‘In The Lake 
Country,” apply to nearest ticket agent or 
address with fonr cents in postage, Geo. H. 
Heafford, General Passenger Agent, Old 
Colony Building, Chicago, Ill. 


Daus’“Tip-Top” Duplicator 


100 SHARP AND DISTINCT COPIES 
FROM PEN AND SO COPIES FROM TYPEWRITER 
NO WASHING, NO PRINTERS’ INK, NO STENCIL, 


IN BLACK 


Price, Complete, $5.6u. 
TO_RESPONSIBLE_ PARTIES 


lingly faithful that copies duplicated in Black 
ary written letters and not duplicates. 


DAYS’ TRIAL 


SO ex 


Scientific American. 


JULY 14, 1900. 


Corks (airs 


These Cigars are manufactured under 
the most favorable climatic conditions and 
from the mildest blends of Havana to- 
bacco. If we had to pay the imported 
cigar tax our brands would cost double the 
money. Send for booklet and particulars, 


CORTEZ CIGAR CO., KEY WEST. 


EXPLOSIONS 


M+ ALLEN-PRESIDENT © W*B-PRANELIN - Vice PRESIDENT 
J-B-PIERCE:SECRETARY F:+B-ALLEN + 2°Vice PRESIDENT! 
ILBBRAINERD. TREAS. LF. MIDDLEBROOK. AsSTSE: i 


Fs a 8 Od ae 8 Ht a 0 OY 


y Sere, 

The Coachman’s 
Wages 
Spe a) 57: may be only acom- 
Ss paratively small 
item but they 
count. So does the 
keep of a horse. 
So _ does harness 


and stabling. But 
if you owna 


WINTON 
MOTOR 
CARRIAGE 


You avoid allthese 
expenses. You 


Price $1,200. No Agents. 


can operate it yourself and control the speed at will. Itis 
aluxuri us modern mode of travel that is safe, comfort- 


abie, novel and economical. Hydro-Carbon System. 


THE WINTON MOTOR CARRIAGE CO., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Eastern Department, 120 Broadway, New York City. 


Automobile Patents 
Exploitation Company. 


UNDERTAKES:-—The manufacture of Automobiles 
and Motor-Cycles. The examination of Automo- 
bile patents. 1'o enlist capital for the development 
ot inventions. { 


FURNISHES:-—Specialists to make thorough exa i- 
nations of patents. Experts to test motors and 
automobiles. Opportunities toinventors to present 
properly their propositions to concerns willing to 
consider and to undertake the same. 

PURCHASES :—Ail meritorious patents, licensesand 
inventions relating to motor-cycles, motors, gears, 
automobiles and their parts. 


Automobile Patents Exploitation Company, 


F. B. Hyde, Secretary. 
27 William Street, New York, N. Y. 


THE STANDARD MODEL} 


the very Latest and Best ‘'wo and Four Passenger 


STEAM CARRIAGE 


built. Extra large bvuiler and 
enzine.) We do away with 
torch, and light with 
direct burner, furnish 
a supplementary wa- 
ter pump, also coil wa- 
ter heater from exe 
baust steam. Two pas- 
acnger carriage, $70, 
‘our passenger care ™ 
riage, $1,000. Steam ~ 
Automobiles built to ore L 2 
der at reasonable rates. Party deliv: 
i" RESPONSIBLE AGE 

The Boston 


—_> — 


Results guaranteed. 
'S WANTED. 


Automobile Co., Factory, Bar Harbor, Me. 


fGas @ GASoUNt 
Ba St, ENGINGS. 
2H. P. Hor. Gas or Gasoline Engine complete with 
Electric Igniter, Cylinder dx5inches . . . . . $145 
35H. P. Hor. Gas or Gasoline Enrine complete with 
Electric Igniter, Cylinder 13x°6 inches . . . . 
Seven other sizes at proportionate prices. As good as 
any and better than most. We guarantee you can run 


them. 
DETROIT MOTOR WORKS, 1387 Jeff. Av., Detroit, Mich. 


AVE YOUR CYCLE 
FITTED is 


see 


J 


ey WITH THIS 
&)) YOU RIDE 5O-MILES 
\ BUT PEDAL ONLY 35. 


OVER 100,000 IN USE. 


EASILY PUT ON. HAS PROVED PERFECT 
AND RELIABLE. FULLY GUARANTEED. 


Coastiug becomes so safe and easy you do it 
every chance you get. Your feet on the pedals 
gives perfect control of the wheel. Ladies’ skirts 
keep down when coasting. You can adjust it to 
any make of cycle. 


Our Acetylene Bicycle Lamp is superior in 
construction to any made. 


< 


Illustrated pamphlet giving detailed information 
regarding Brake and Lamp, sent on application. 


EGLIPSE BICYCLE CO. 
Box X, ELTIIRA, N. Y. 


PHOTOGRAPHY AT WIDE RANCE 


You can take in the full length and breadth of Nature’s-beauty, marine or landscape, city or country, at 
almost any desired elevation, and by the simple turning of a button, if you use the 


*®AL=VISTA*’? CAMERA. 


LONG AND SHORT 
PICTURES. 


CAMERA HAS UNIVER- 
SAL FOCUS. 


LEVEL ATTACHED. 


DETACHABLE HANDLE, 


FITTED WITH UNIVER- 
SAL TRIPOD SOCKET. 


MOROCCO LEATHER 
COVERED CASE. 


Camera Wrrn Front Deracnzp. 
A nickeled trimmed and beautifully finished Camera of great power and scope. <A perfect 4nstrument tbat 


fills a long felt want in the photographer’s outfit. For sample prints taken with the “*AL-VISTA” on a fine 
bevel edge card, send 24 cents in stamps to cover postage, to the 


MULTISCOPE AND FILM COMPANY, BURLINCTON, WIS., U.S.A. 


(Che Typewriter Exchange 


11g Berea St.. NEW YORK 
124 La Salle St., CHICAGO 
38 Bromfield St., BOSTON 
817 Wyandotte St., 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 
209 North 9th St.. 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
. 432 Diamond St., 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
3 West Baltimore St. 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
536 California St., 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
We will save you from 10 
to 5% on Typewriters of ail makes. Send fer Catalogue. 


INVESTIGATE 
THOROUGHLY 
BEFORE YOU PURCHASE A TYPEWRITER, 


THE SMITH PREMIER 


Will merit your approval as It fully 
MEETS FEQUIFEMENIS at Every point 
JART CATALOGUE FOR THE ASKING. 


THE SMITH PREMIER TYPEWRITER Co. 
SYRACUSE, NY. U.S.A. 


HOW TO MAKE AN ELECTRICAL 


Furnace for Amateur's Use.—Vhe utilization of 110 volt 
electric circuits for small furnace work. By N. Monroe 
Hopkins. This valuable article is accompanied by de- 
tailed working drawings on a large scale, and the fur- 
nace can be mide by any amateur who is versed in the 
use of tools. This article is contained in SCIENTIFIC 
AMERICAN SUPPLEMENT, No. 1182. Price 10 cents. 
For sale by MUNN & Co., el Breadway, New York City, 
| or by any bookseller or newsdealer 


It doesn't take much 
room, it doesn’t cost much money, 
it may prove invaluable, and worth 
many times its price. Small frame, com- 
pact, effective and reliable. Finely finished. 
Aspecialarmfor aspecial purpose ata special price, 


4. 50. and if your dealer can’t supply you, you 
$ ° 9 can buy ef us; we will pay the express. 


Try your dealer first, please. Catalogue FREE. 
Harrington & Richardson Arms Co., 


Dept. 8S. Worcester, Mass. 


SAVAGE Hammerless Magazine Rifle 


SMOKELESS 
+303 & 30-30 CAL. 


ras 
* but 


The most reliable and safest rifle ever 
manufactured. Shoots six different cart- 


ridges adapted for large and small game. 
Ge Write for Descriptive Catalogue A. 


SAVACE ARMS CO. 
UTICA, NEW YORK, U. S. A. 


RESTFUL SLEEP 


In Camp, on the Yacht and at Home. 


“Perfection” Air Mattresses, 


CUSHIONS and PILLOWS. 


Point Blank Range for Hunting. 
The Only Hammerless Repeating Rifle. 


1 Carre ts ita 


RI NDE AccuraTi& APIO’); 


CHBESLY& CoLiiaciititusa 
Gas Engine 
IGNITER 


Complete with spark coil, $12.00. — 
The Best Thing on the market. 
Latest and most improved mode}. 


G2” Sena for Circular. 
The Carlisle & Finch Co., Sixth Street, Cincinnati, 0. 


‘“WOLVERINE”’ 


Gas and Gasoline Engines 
STATIONARY and MARINE. 
The “ Wolverine” is the only reversible 
MarineGas Engine on the market. 
It is the lightest engine for its 
power. Requires no licensed en- 
gineer. Absolutely safe. Mfd. by 


» WOLVERINE MOTOR WORKS, 
12 Huron Street, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


P= 
= 


Mattress with Pillow attached. Also 
owing Mattress deflated. 


Clean and Odorless, will not absorb moisture. 
Can be packed in small space when not in use. 


= Send for Mlustrated Catalogue. 
MECHANICAL FABRIC CO., PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


HIGHEST EFFICIENCY 


attained in the 


STOVER 
GASOLINE 
ENGINE 


The best is always cheap- 
est. Write for prices. 


STOVER ENGINE WORKS, FREEPORT, ILL. 
|| SENSITIVE LABORATORY BALANCE. 


By N. Monroe Hopkins. This “built-up” laboratory 
balance will weigh up to one Round and will turn with a 
quarter of a postage stamp. e balance can be made 
by any amateur skilled in the use of tools, azud it will 
work as well as a $125 balance. The article is accom- 
panied by detailed working drawings showing various 
stages of the work. This article is contained in SCIEN- 
TIFIC AMERICAN SUPPLEMENT, No. 1184. Price 10 
cents. For sale by MUNN & Co., 361 Broadway, New 
York City, or any bookseller or, newsdealer. 


Style 61. Camp 
8 


GAS and GASOLI 
ENGINES. 


Using Natural Gas, 
Coal Gas, Producer 
Gas, and Gasoline di- 
rect from the tank. 
1to 40H. P., actual. 
The Springfield " 
Gas Engine Co. ¢ 
21 W. Washington St. 
Springfield, O. 


MIETZ 


weiss KEROSENE 


and GAS Engine 


burns KEROSENE cheaper 
and safer than gasoline. Auto- 
matic, simple, reliable No 
electric battery or flame used 
Perfect regulation. Belted or 
directly coupled to dynamo 
for electric lighting, charg- 
ing storage batteries and 


THE 
& 


SENT ON TRIAL. 


Prepaid to any address. 


Coggeshall Patent. Steam Tube Cleaner. 


all power purposes. THE CLEANER THAT CLEANS CLEAN 
reece fer Eaton: N 0 Moisture, Saves cost quickly. A trial costs 
C . Scale. Cleans from end to end. you nothing 


128-138 Mort St., New York. 


Markt & Co.,London,Hamburg,Paris ' The Coggeshall Mfg. Co., 


BUILDING MACHINERY 


AND SUPPLIES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
ACME ROAD MACH-Y CO.— FRANKFORT N.Y. U.S.A. 


123 Liberty St., New York. 


ROAD 


eS. ee ee eee a 


Rea STOS 
Loe ae COVERINGS 


Richi cee BLE. EASILY APPLIED. 


MADE IN SECTIONS Big oes awe) (a 
FIT STANDARD PIPE & INCH TO 16 INGHES, 
H.W. JON NER Re ee! 


“NEW YORK- CHICAGO PHITEN SEG Te lek pie) 


ASBESTOS MATERIALS. BSR Nee earth i 
ROOFING MATERIALS, [abaxegs ited SM Tea IPN e-§ 


CHARTER Gasoline Engine 
NHI ANY PLACE 


BY ANYONE 

FOR ANY PURPOSE 
Stationaries. Portables, 
Engines and Pumps. 
{2 State your Power Needs. “@ 


CHARTER GAS ENGINE CO., Box 148, STERLING, ILL. 


in colored enamels 
to match dress 
effects. 


Send for our ‘‘Blue Book’’—free. 


Tue New EnGiranp Wartcu Co. 
37 Maiden Lane 149 State Street 
New York Chicago 


ACETYLENE BURNERS. 


We have the largest and best equipped factory in the 
world for making genuine steatite Acetylene Gas burn- 
ere. Correct scientific principle. Quality and workman- 
ship guaranteed, 

STATE LINE TALC CO., Chattanooga, Tenn., U.S. A. 


KAL-LI-THEN-OS 


--OR.. (ij 


FORCE CLUB. 


‘*THE CLUB WITH LIFE IN IT.” 


Gives Tremendous Murecular 
Force, Endurance, Enecgy 
and Alertness. 


Concealed weights and springs, plung- 
ing and bounding as it isswung, makes 
the exercise “like wrestiing with alive 
thing.”” You CAN’T use it like otber 
exercisers, in an indifferent, half- 
hearted way. It brings out all your 
muscle and mind, gives robust health, 
muenificent development, grace and 
celerity of movement. Theclubis“a 
beautiful piece of work”—aluminum, 
nickel and polished steel. 


Ge Illustrated Circular Free. 


All varieties at lowest prices. Best Railroad 


THE KALLITHENOS CO., 71 W. Eagle St., Buffalo, N.Y. 
Track and Wagon or Stock Scales made, 
Also 1000 useful articies, including Safes, 


Opals Ses Machines, Bicycles, Tou!ls. etc. Save 


Money. Lists Free. CHICAGO SCALE Co,, Chicago, II, 
THE VERY 


JESSOP'S STEEL Ss 


FOR TOOLS; SAWS ETC. 
Ww JESSOP & SONS 12 91 JOHN. ST. NEW_YORK 


Acetylene Gas Burners. 


Schwarz Perfection Lava Burner. 
Highest awards in all Acetylene Expo- 
sittons. Made of one piece of lava. Are 
faultless and gerry one tested and guar- 

er 


(MPORTED 
€ y 


ALLS LAVA 


== 


anteed. ER Sena for Price List. 
N () Blowing. Sole Agents for 
Carbonization. the U.S. .and 


Perfect Alignment. | Canada. 
M. KIRCHBERGER & CO. 
50 Warren Street, New York. 


$1 YEARLY FOR REPAIRS. 
It has been found that it costs a 
trifle less than $1 per year to keep 
our Hoisting Enxines in 
repair. That speaks well for 
their superior make and ‘ 
durability, doesn’t it? 

There is no more eco i 
nanical or serviceable 
engine made for mines, 
quarries, docks, ete, 
Much cheaper than 
steam. Both friction and 

geared hoist 6 to15@h. p. 7 <a 
Weber Gas & Gasoline Engine Co., 402 S.W. Boulev'd, 


NOW READY. 


Gas Engine 


Construction 


By HENRY V. A. PARSELL, Jr., Mem. A. 1. Elec. Eng., 
and ARTHUR J. WEED, M. E. 


PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 
Price, $2.50, postpaid. 


This book treats of the subject more from the stand- 
point of practice than that of theory. The principles ef 
operation of Gas Engines are clearly and simply de- 
scribed, and then the actual construction of a half-horse 
power engine is taken u 

First come directions 


Hope 403 pues 


For making the patterns; this is 
followed by all the details of the mechanical operations 
of finishing up and fitting the castings. It is profusel 
illustrated With beautiful engravings of the actual wor 
in Progress, showing the modes Of chucking, turning, 
boring and finishing the parts in the lathe, and also 
plainlyshowing tbe lining up and erection of the engine. 

Dimensioned working drawings give clearly 
the sizes and forms of the various details. 

Tbe entire engine, with the exception of the fly- 
wheels, is designed to be made on a simp?e eight-inch 
lathe, with slide rests. 

The book clases with a chapter on American practice 
in Gas Engine design and gives simple rules so that any- 
one can figure out the dimentions of similar engines of 
other powers. 

Every ilinstration in this book is new and 
original, having been made expressly for this 
work. Large Svo. 296 Pages. 


(BF Send for Circular of Contents. 


MUNN & CO., Publishers, 


SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN OFFICE, 
36! Broadway, NEW YORK. 


